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MAJORITY REPORT. 



BOAKD OF HEALTH, 



JUNE 28, 1858- 



The Select Committee, to whom was referred the subject 
of inyestigating the Sources from which Cows' Milk is 
derived, obtainiDg analyses of the Milk, &c., presented 
the following Majority and Minority Reports, which 
were laid on the table, and five thousand copies ordered 
to be printed, in pamphlet form, together with the evi- 
dence and accompanying papers. 

D. T. VALENTINE, CUrk. 



The Majority of the Select Committee of the Board of 
Health, to whom was referred the following resolution: 

^' Resolved^ That there be appointed a Select Committee 
of five members of this Board, for the purpose of inves- 
tigating, so far as may be practicable to do so, the charac- 
ter and condition of the sources from which cow's milk is 
derived, for the purpose of sale in this city, and that they 
report the result of their investigations to this Board,, 
together with such ordinance or ordinances regulating the 
staging of cows, and the sale of milk, that they may deem 
necessary/' respectfully 
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REPORT: 

That they entered upon the duty assigned them, with the 
fall conviction that it was an important and a responsible 
•one, and hence they have given the subject a most patient 
4ind thorough investigation, and made every possible en- 
^deavor to arrive at the facts in the case. 

The principal establishments for the keeping of cows in 
New York, and from which the greater portion of the 
•will milk that is used in this city is derived, are the dis- 
tillery stables owned by Bradish Johnson, and situate on 
the block of ground bounded by Fifteenth and Sixteenth 
streets, and Tenth and Eleventh avenues; and those owned 
by Mr. Moore, located between I'hirty-eighth and Thirty- 
ninth streets, and Tenth and Eleventh avenues. 

Your Committee commenced the prosecution of their 
labors by making a minute personal examination of those 
premises, and of the cows contained in them, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the manner in which the stables were 
constructed, the mode and extent of their ventilation, and 
their sanitary condition generally; and also, the healthy 
or unhealthy state of the animals. 

On the occasion of this visit, they procured specimens 
of milk, which they saw milked from various cows in the 
stables, and also a specimen of the swill, or distillery slops, 
which constitutes the principal article of the nourishment 
t>f the animals. These were delivered, personally, by 
members of the Committee, to Drs. James R. Chilton and 
R. Ogden Doremus, two eminent chemists in this city, 
with whom arrangements were effected, to make a thorough 
and complete analysis of specimens of milk and^will. 



On sobeequent occasions, one of the Committee, (Mr, 

backer,) presented several of the specimens of milk from 

'those stables, and so as to avoid'any mistake in the mat- 

ter, he saw it milked from the cows, and delivered it to 

t^lie chemists la person. In order to contrast the swill 

xnilk with that derived from a cow fed on dry feed, youp 

Committee procured some milk which was taken from a 

oow, kept by James Soydam, Esq., on his premises, ftt the 

<*orner of Fourth avenue and Thirty-eighth street, in this 

^ity, for his own private use, which milk was given to the 

chemists by a responsible person. 

Your Committee then held six public meetings, in order 
to afford an ample opportunity for parties interested on 
either side of the question to be heard, and to collect all 
the evidence and information which they could obtain, in 
relation to the matter. 

With respect to the representations made by Frank Les- 
lie in his Illustrated Newspaper, regarding the unhealthy 
condition of the swill stables and the cows kept in them, 
and the poisonous properties of the milk derived from 
finch sources — and which statements were sustained by the ' 
press and believed by the public generally — your Com- 
mittee are convinced that any opinion which we might 
give would prove altogether unsatisfactory to the Board 
of Health and the public. Hence they deem it unneces- 
sary to enter into a lengthy exposition of their investiga- 
tions, but conclude to submit in detail a verbatim shortr 
liand report of all the testimony elicited before them, to- 
gether with several analyses of the milk and the swill 
made by the chemists, (all of which are hereto appended,) 
so that every person may judge for themselves, and the 
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Board be enabled to take such action in the matter as it 
may deem most advisable. 

Your Committee would state, however, that in their 
examination of the stables, a marked deficiency of ventila- 
tion was observed, especially in those stables constructed 
of wood. The brick buildings, being of more modern 
construction, contained many improvements in this respect 
over the old wooden stables. In every instance they found 
that the stalls allotted to each cow were much too small, 
being only about three feet in width, which certainly is 
not a sufficient space to give ample room to the animals. 

The stables, when the Committee visited them, were in 
as cleanly condition as it was possible for such places to 
be in. With very few exceptions the cows were found to 
be in good condition and a healthy state. A few sores 
were observed upon the joints of their legs, caused, we be- 
lieve, by their lying down upon the wet planks, but no 
Mkzrs were found upon their bodies. Sores or wounds 
were observed upon the tails of several of them, just above 
the bush of the tail. Your Committee were informed 
that these sores were produced by the process of inocula- 
tion, which is practiced extensively in order to prevent 
the contraction of a disease that is said to prevail epidem- 
ically among the cows in this city and in the surrounding 
country. 

This inoculation consists of the insertion in the tails of 
the living animals, as the virus, matter from the lungs of 
a cow which has died of the disease. The cows are inoc- 
ulated when first brought into the stables, and it generally 
requires two or three weeks for the sore to heal, and some- 
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times it is thought better to cut off the tail. This is one 
of the reasons why short-tailed cows were found in the 
stables. 

Notwithstanding the general good condition of the cows 
in those stables taken in a mass, your Committee are satis- 
fied that by permitting a sufiScient number of ventilators 
in the ceilings and roofs of the buildings, and arranging 
the stalls so that each animal would have a space of at 
least five feet in the clear, it would add most materially 
to the cleanliness of the stables, the purity of the air in 
them, and consequently to the comfort, health, and im- 
proved general condition of the cows. 

As to the deleterious and poisonous qualities of swill 
milk, from, the us^ of which it has been repeatedly asserted 
that from eight to ten thousand children in this city sicken 
or die annually, your Committee would state that all the 
testimony which they have been able to obtain upon that 
point fails to demonstrate a single instance where a child 
or an adult has sickened or died from the effects produced 
by drinking milk, where the milk was traced directly to 
the swill stables, by the witnesses testifying to the fact ; 
and the chemical analysis establishes the fact that there 
are no deleterious or poisonous substances either in the 
milk secreted by these swill-fed cows, or in the swill upon 
which they are fed. 

Your Committee received the formal complaint of the 
City Inspector against these cow stables when the investi- 
gations were nearly completed. They do not deem it 
necessary for them to recommend any action in relation to 
the subject referred to them, except the adoption of the 
following resolutions : 
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Resolved^ That the proprietors of the cow stables situated 
between'Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets, and Tenth and 
Eleventh avenues, and Thirty-eighth and Thirty-ninth 
streets, and^Tenth and Eleventh avenues, be, and they are 
hereby directed^to have said stables so altered as to give 
as perfect a system of ventilation through the ceiling and 
roofs and otherwise, as may be appointed by the City In- 
spector. Also, that the proprietors of said stables be and 
they are hereby directed to have the stables in them so 
arranged as to 'give each cow a space of not less than five 
feet in the^clear, the same to be done forthwith, under the 
direction and to the satisfaction of the City Inspector. 

Resolved, That the City Inspector be and he is hereby 
instructed to cause the above resolution to be carried into 
efifect in relation to the above mentioned stables, and all 
other similar cow stables in the city and county of New 
York. 

MICHAEL TUOMEY, ) Sekct Committee 

WM. TUCKER, V of 

E. HARRISON REED, ^ Board o/flea/M. 



ANALYSIS OF THE MILK BY THE CHEMISTS. 



The following is the resalt of the chemical and micro- 
scopic analysis: 

Nbw York, June 22d, 1858. 

To Aldermen Tuombt, Tucker, Reed 

and others^ Committee: 

Gentlemen : — Haying been appointed by you to ana* 
lyse various samples of milk and " distillery swill," we 
l>eg leave, respectfully, to report the following, as the re- 
sult of our chemical and microscopical investigations: 

Sample No, I. — Received from the Committee, May 
29th, (represented as being the *' strippings'' of a cow,) 
was small in quantity, and exhibited the appearance of 
ordinary cream. It gave slightly alkaline reactions — the 
specific gravity, at the temperature of 60® Fahr., was 
10*26— and it contained in the hundred parts: 

Water 65 39 

Butter 22-37 

Casein 9* 16 

Sugar 1*98 

Saline ingredients 1*10 



100 



• 



No. II. — Received from the Committee, May 27th and 
29th, was slightly acid — the specific gravity was 1034' — 
it yielded: 
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Water 85-92 

Butter 3-84 

Casein 6-34 

Sugar : 3-16 

Saline matters r '74 

100- 
No. III. — Received May 27th and 29th, |was slightly 
alkaline — specific gravity 1029* — and contained of 

Water 85-47 

Casein •. 5*47 

Sugar 212 

Saline matter ' '63 

.100- 
No. IV. — Received May 27th and 29th, was slightly 
acid — specific gravity 1032* 

Water 83*80 

Butter 4 • 44 

Casein , 6 * 39 

Sugar : 4 43 

Saline matter * 94 

100- 
No. V. — Received May 27th and 29th, was slightly 
alkaline— specific gravity 1031' — 

Water .' 87 ' 05 

Butter 2 21 

Casein ^ • 21 

Sugar 1 -80 

Saline matter 72 

100- 
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At the suggestion of your Committee we obtained spe- 
cimens of milk from the cow-stables corner of Sixteenth 
street and Tenth avenue, June 2d; the following is the 
average of two analyses. They were slightly alkaline — 
average specific gravity 1028' — and yielded of: 

Water 85-86 

Butter 442 

Casein 7*08 

Sugar 1 • 79 

Saline matter '85 



100 

Pour analyses were made of the samples of milk re- 
ceived from the Committee, June 4th and 6th, (stated to 
have been obtained from five cows,) of which we give the 
average results. They were slightly alkaline — had an 
average specific gravity of 1032* , and contained: 

Water 8854 

Butter • 2*96 

Casein 5*30 

Sugar 2*54 

Saline matter * 66 



100 

Two analyses were made of the milk furnished by the 
Committee, June 1st and 11th, from a cow belonging to 
Mr. James Suydam, (kept corner of Fourth avenue and 
Thirty-eighth street). 

The following is the average: 

They were slightly alkaline — specific gravity 1035\ 
and contained: 
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Water , 8526 

Butter 4-40 

Casein •.. 5*71 

Sugar 3 • 97 

Saline matter '66 



100- 

Two analyses were made of the salts obtained by incin- 
erating a large quantity of milk from Nos. 2, 3 and 4 of 
May 27 tb, and from the five cows of June 4th, for the pur- 
pose of determining the proportion of the different saline 
ingredients. 

One hundred parts of the saline matter contained in 

■ 

the milk marked Nos. 2, 3 and 4 consisted of: 
Phosphate of Lime and Phosphate of Mag- 



nesia ; 56 

Phosphate of Peroxyd of Iron 1 

Chloride of Potassium 29 

Chloride of Sodium 4 

Soda 7 



87 
00 
80 
78 
60 



100 

One hundred parts of the salts from the milk of the five 
00 ws contained: 

Phosphate of Lime 49*9 

Phosphate of Magnesia 9"1 

Phosphate of Peroxyd of Iron 1*2 

Chloride of Potassium • • . • . 28 ' 2 

Chloride of Sodium » 4*8 

Soda 7*8 

100- 
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The " distillery swill" which we obtained, fresh, from 
the large reservoirs at the cow-stables, corner of Sixteenth 
Btreet and Tenth avenue, yielded on analysis: 

Water 93-600 

Oily matter '600 

Sugar -361 

Acetic Acid '3^8 

Starch and Dextrine '431 

Phosphate of Lime, Magnesia and Iron. . * 155 
Chlorides of Potassium and Sodium, Sul- 
phates of Potassa and Soda *016 

Gluten and other nitrogenized substances, 
woody fiber, from the hulls of the 

grains. 4*489 

[Total amount of nitrogen obtained from 
one hundred parts of the swill, 0"111-] 

100- 

The samples of milk were each separately examined 
and tested with chemical reagents, under the microscope; 
they were found to exhibit the usual appearances and re- 
actions of milk under such circumstances; nciter pus, 
blood, or other abnormal substances were discovered. 

In order that the results of these examinations may be 
more readily compared, we have arranged them in a 
tabular form — and, in accordance with the wishes of your 
Committee, have appended a few analyses of milk, by 
acknowledged European authorities. 
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In concTading onr roporti it affords ns pleasure to ex- 
press our indebtedness to Doctor Adam Zenker, for his 
valuable assistance. 

We bavo the honor to remain, 

Your obedient servants, 

JAMES R. CHILTON, m.d. 
. E. OGDEN DOREMDS, m.d., 

Prof. Chemistry, JV. F. Med. Col. 



MINORITY REPORT. 
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As a member of the Committee of Investigation of the 
manner in which cows are stabled and fed at some of the 
distilleries-of grain in the city, for the furnishing of milk 
for the purpose of sale, I, in company with my colleagues 
of the Committee, visited the stables of^Mr. Bradish John- 
son in Sixteenth street, near the Tenth avenue, and o£ Mr. 
Hoore in Thirty-ninth street, near the Eleventh avenue, 
and from my observations at these places, added to the re- 
salts of the subsequent investigations held by the Com- 
mittee, I ask leave to submit the following 

REPORT. 

THE STABLES. 

The stalls of the stables are constructed in a manner to 
effect the greatest practical economy of room, consistent 
vith the requirements only, of space to feed and milk the 
cows and to clean the door, and they are rented to numer- 
ous individuals, and furnished, with a supply of "swilV 
or slops, which is delivered to them in troughs at a fixed 
price for each cow cow per diem. 

Prom measurements furnished ffte by the City Inspector 
I have ascertained that the entire area of one of the prin- 
cipal stables, divided by the number of stalls, will give an 
area to each stall, inclusive of all passage ways, of but 
thirty feet ; say ten feet in length by three feet in width. 

FEED. 

, The essential portion of the feed of the cow is the resi- 
duum of grain, mixed with water, after its consiitueDts 
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essential to alcoholic distillation have been extracted, and 
which, while hot, is freely furnished them. The various 
owners of the cows, however, are in the practice of giving 
hay, in addition to the " swill " supplied from the distiller- 
ies, in such quantities and as often as their view of their 
interest in doing so, or their ability ,^ may proiftpt them. 

Although it is in evidence before the Committee that 
it was a practice to draw milk from cows while suf- 
fering under disease, in common with that from other 
cows, and although it was iu a like manner shown that the 
secretions even from the kidneys of cows was not rejected 
when accidentally or negligently allowed to be received in 
the common receptacle ior milk, yet I do not suppose such 
practices as these to have been commonly observed, but I 
submit to the Board whether, when the cupidity of the 
owners of the cows, and the responsibility of the men who 
ofiBciate as milkers is considered, there be not just cause 
for alarm at the possibility, if not the probability, of each 
practices being very generally permitted. 

DISPOSITION OF DYING COWS AND OF CARCASES OP COWS. 

The records of the City Inspector's Office, and of some 
of'our Courts, independent of testiihony adduced before 
the Committee, prove that not only cows when in a condi- 
tion from the effects of disease to preclude their recovery, 
have been killed and dressed for sale as meat for food, but 
that even the carcases of cows that have died of disease 
have been dressed and exposed for sale for a like purpose* 

DURATION OF CONDITION. 

The time in which the cows will continue to furnish 
milk, under this condition of treatment, varies from a very 
few months to the extreme limit of two years. 
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DISEASES. 

Since 1845, cows sulyecied to the stabling and feeding 
«nder consideration have been more or less subjected to a 
communicable disease, to mitigate the effects of which, yu5 
taken from the liver of a cow that has died of the disease 
is introduced as a virus into the system of a cow under 
treatment, by inoculation. 

PRACTICES OF THE STABLES. 

The sole purpose for which cows are stalled and fed in 
thiese stables being that of obtaining milk from them, it is 
indispensable that they should be milked even when 
laboring under any disease, otherwise their secretion of 
milk would be soon arrested ; and it is conceded, on the 
part of all interested in the stalling of cows in the manner 
referred to, that they are milked so long as it is prac- 
ticable to obtain one drop from them, in order to preserve 
to them the function of secretion of milk for future use, 
should they survive the effects of the disease. 

CHARACTER AND EFFECTS OF THE MILK. 

As tbe majority of the Committee have submitted the 
analysis of milk taken from cows in the stables examined, 
and from ^ cow f^^d on dry feed, it is unnecessary for mo 
to repor'* their results, but as an element of additional in- 
f((rmation, I give the following results of an analysis made 
V Dr. Reid in 1852 : 

MILK FROM ORANGE COUNTY. 

Watet Baiter. Qiaein. riw»P»»ate Phosphate Phosphate 

ivMiw <>u»iot. vKKiui. of Lime. oT Magnesia. « .n. 

800* • ••SS 45 8.35 76. • • • • •2.00 

MILK FROM 6WILL-FEQ COWS. 
Water. Butler. Casein. ^^^^^ JJ(^^ ^^ 

888 •• ••13«* •••.54 3.85. • . • • .1.50* • • • ••2«57 
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From which it appears that the eonlponeDts^of these two 
milks differ very materially in the essential elements of 
nutrition, the coantry milk containing 2.7 more butter, 
and tho swill milk 1.2 times a greater cheese-producing 
quality. 

DISPOSITION OF THE MANURB, ETC. 

Although it is desired to preserve the cleaning of the 
stable floors for disposition as manure, yet the semi-fluid 
condition of it renders it impracticable to be disposed of 
in this manner in other than a very limited proportion of 
thd mass, the consequence is that a large quantity of fecal 
matter, in combination with the husks of grain, is dis- 
charged into the harbor of this city to add to Its destruc- 
tion, which is already in rapid progriess from yarious 
deposits from numerous sources. 

TESTIlfONT AND DECLARATIONS OF WITNESSES. 

From the depositions of the numerous parties that ap- 
peared before the Committee, it appears that the practices 
of the parties who have charge of the eows while in the 
stable, and those who milk them, are not only very un- 
cleanly, but they are very frequently of a character too 
disgusting to be here referred to ; while on the other side 
it was declared by many that the milk from swill-fed cows 
was fully equal, if not superior to all other kinds ; that 
the beef of the cows was superior to grass-fed beef, Ac, &c. 

It appears also that within the time of the publication 
of a weekly paper of the alleged offensive practices at the 
distillery cow stables* of this city and Brooklyn, and the 
time of the visit of your Committee, that the number of 
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cowB in the stalls was very precipitately reduced nearly 
one-half, and the andersi£ned was unable to obtain from 
the proprietors of the stables any satisfactory reason for 
the sudden removal of several hundreds of cows. 

Seviewing then the elements submitted, the nndersigned 
is led to the following conclusions : 

First' That the restricted manner in which the cows are 
stalled, and the stimulating character of their principal 
food, added to their unvaried confinement in a warm and 
humid atmosphere, cannot fail to produce a condition of 
their system adverse to the secretion of milk of a character 
suitable to be given either to children or adults. 

Second. That distillery-fed cows are subjected to a pecu- 
liar communicable and eruptive disease, and that during 
the existence of it their milk is liable to be collected in 
common with that from other cows, and dispensed to the 
public 

Third. That the herding together of great numbers of 
cows, and the feeding of them in a manner highly stimu* 
lating to their secretory organs, coupled with the want of 
cleanliness and responsible attendants, is calculated to 
induce results and practices not only opposed to the require- 
ments of health, but so repugnant to propriety, as to pre- 
clude the further consumption of milk, were the abomin- 
able risks to which it is exposed fully known to the 
public. 

Fourth. That the disease peculiar to stalled and swill- 
fed cows adds so greatly to the cost of maintaining them, 
that the opportunity of obtaining some remuneration for 
their loss by the sale of their carcasses, is too tempting to 
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the cupidity of many to be successfully resisted, and con- 
sequently the opportunities and incentives to dispose of 
diseased meat to our citizens, is greatly increased by the 
existence of distillery cow stables. 

Fifth, That the existence of distillery cow stables in- 
volves an additional element of discharge into our barbori 
calculated to add very essentially to the reduction of its 
depth of water. 

In view, then, of the existence of these numerous evils, 
consequent upon che herding together and feeding of cows 
in the manner under consideration, I submit the following 
resolution, and recommend its adoption: 

Resolved^ TUat the Counsel to the Corporation bo and is 
hereby required to submit to this Board, as early as prac* 
ticable for him to do so, an ordinance or ordinances calcu- 
lated, in their observance, to prevent the stabling, south 
of One Hundred and Twenty-fifth street, of more than two 
cows upon the premises of any one person or of any num* 
ber of persons, where there may be a joint ownership of 

the premises. 

CHAS. H. HASWELL. 



TESTIMONY 

RBPOETBD VERBATIM IN PHONOORAPHia SHORTHAND BT 

FINLEY ANDERSON. 



FIRST MEETING. 

MoKDAY, May Slst, I808. 

Present: — Aldermen Tdomey, Tucker and Reed, and 
Councilman Haswell. 

Mr. Henry L. Clinton appeared as counsel to repre- 
sent the interests of the milkmen. 

Testimony of Edwin B. Smith. 

Edwin B. Smith was the first witness called by the Com- 
mittee^ who, after being sworn, testified as follows: 

Mr. TuoMEY — What relationship do you hold to the 
Sixteenth street stables? 

A. I have general charrge of the whole establishment. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Smith, who is the owner of those sta- 
bles in Sixteenth street atihis time? 

A. Mr. Johnson. 

Q. Have you any interest in the concern? 

A. 1 cannot say^ sir, that I have. 

Q. That is, in the distillery and property? 

A. No sir, I have not. 

Q. No interest? 

A. No interest whatever. 

Q. In what capacity do you act? 

A. I act as general superintendent over tho whole 
place; I am engaged around the distillery, and bavo some 
direction over the stables. 

Mr. TuoMBY — You are employed by Mr. Johnson? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Smith, what has been tho usual num- 
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ber of cows, or the greatest number, at any time in those 
stables, for the last six months? 

A. From one thousand to one thousand one hundred 
cows, I think. 

Q. That is the average? 

A. I think I recollect seeing that number there at one 
time. 

Q. Mr. Smith, how many were there on the first day of 
May? 

A. Upwards of eight hundred, I think. 

Q. How many are there at this present time? 

A. The last time I heard the number was at the time 
the Committee examined the place, when there were some 
five hundred and odd in the stables. « 

Q. What disposition has been made of the balance? 

A. They have been sold to the butchers for beef; a few 
were driven away to pasture, I believe. 

Q. You say they are sold to the butchers for beef. Do 
you know that fact? .^ ♦ 

A. I am pretty positive of it, sir; . 

Q. You say there were eight hundred.on the 6rst dayof 
May. What proportion of those three hundred which 
were disposed of, do you suppose has been sold that would 
bo fit or proper for beef? 

A. I should think two hundred; I could not say the ex- 
act number; I should think so; from the way parties sold 
from time to time, I should think there was a c^pie of 
hundred. ^ • 

Q. What disposition was made of the balance;? 

A. Some I understood were driven away to pasture- 
Mr. TuoMiiY — What condition didjousce those cows 
in, Mr. Smith? 
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^ A. In good condition. 

Mr. Tucker — For what reason were those driven 
CLway? 

A. The excitement was so great that the parties own- 
S.Dg these cattle, I suppose, took the cows from the stables 
because the exposure had injured their business. 

Q. Do you know where these cattle have been sent — ^to 
"vhat part of the country they were sent? 

A. I do not, sir. 

Q. How would those that have been sent away — take 
them as a whole — compare with those that are left in the 
stables now? 

A. I understood that those which went away were fresh 
cows, mostly; they probably would not be as fat as those 
that are there now. 

Air. TuoMBT — ^You don't think they would be in as good 
condition? 

A. No, sir, no cow is, being recently brought into the 
stables. 

^ Mr. Tucker — I asked the question, How they would 
compare with those which remain, take them on an aver- 
age? You say a number have been sold to the butchers 
for beef, and part have been driven into the country. 
Well, now, the question I want to get at is. How would 
the number of those that' have been sent to the country 
compare with an equal number of those which are now in 
the stables, taking them promiscuously? 

Mr. Smith — In what way, as regards flesh, or health? 

Mr. Tucker — As regards health and appearance . 

A. I should think their health was just as good as those 
that went to the butcher's. 
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Q. Tou don't know anything to the contrary? 

A. I don't know anything to the contrary, sir. 

Q. Has any of those cows, to your knowledge, within 
the laat six weeks, been knocked in the head, and dragged 
away? 

A. I understood that one was knocked in the head. 

Q. For what reason? 

A. Well, a cart came after a cow that was very sick, 
and which was supposed to be found dead when the cart 
came; it was not dead, however, but nearly so; and in 
order to save the trouble of coming again, they knocked it 
in the head and took it away. 

Q. Do you know what was the matter with her — what 
disease she had? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I8 there any name for any particular disease .rtiich 
those cattle are subject to? 

A. I do not know any other name than consumption. 

Q. How does that operate? 

A. It appears to affect the^cow as consumption affects a 
man. 

Mr. Reed — Affects the lungs? 

A. Tes, sir, affects the lungs. 

Mr. Tucker — How long do they last after th^y get that 
disease? 

A. I would say that I have heard of some cows being 
sick for a couple of months, and I have heard of others 
dying in a very short time. 

Q. Do they continue to milk those cows, whilst they are 
in that condition? 

A. I should hope not; I have never heard of its being 
done; I am not aifaro of its ever having been done; I 
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have understood that they could not get milk under those 
circamstances. 

Q. Where these cows get this disease, have they erer 
recovered, or do they die universally? 

A. O, they recover, sir. 

Q. I'hen that disease is not fatal in all cases? 

A. No, sir, I don't know what proportion die. 

Q. How raany cows have died out of those stable?, for 
the last six weeks, or two months — say two months — to 
the best of your knowledge? 

A. Well, I have not heard of over three or four cases. 

Mr. TuoMEY — ^^Out of eight hundred? 

A. Out of what was there at that time. 

Mr. Tucker-^ Were all those cases of death that you 
speak of from this disease? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Is there «Lny other disease which those cattle have, 
except what you call consumption? 

A, None that I have heard spoken of particularly. 

Q. How long are these cows kept in these stables, gene- 
rally, upon an average? 

A. I don't know that I could answer that question; 
probably a year; I could not answer it from my own 
knowledge, only from hearsay; they may be there one 
year, two years, or more; I have heard of their being 
there two years, but I guess there are not many cattlo 
there as long as that. 

Q. Mr. Smith, what arrangements are made in re- 
lation to the keeping of these cattle ? does Mr. Johnson 
furnish all the feed? 

A. We furnish the slop only, 

Q. Tou furnish stable room and swill? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the cows are furnished just as much slops as 
th^y will eat? 

A. Yes, sir, when we have plenty of it; there are times 
when we may be short, as, when we have an accident at 
the place, and the breaking down of the machinery. 

Q. Generally, you have an ample supply, do yoa not? 

A. Yes, sir, I believe they do. 

Q. Well, they furnish just as much as the cows will 
eat? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TuoMBY — In what condition is the slop? it is sup- 
posed to be healthy, isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir; I have always supposed it to be healthy. 

Q. What is the general opinion? 

A. The general opinion amongst those who know any- 
thing about it, is, that it is the best food which the cows 
can get. 

Mr. Reed — Of what is that slop composed? 

A. Of corn, barley, and rye malt. 

Q. It is diluted with something? 

A. Water. 

Q. Anything else but water? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. TuoMBT — Do they drink this slop when it is hot? 
just explain that; in what respects do they drink it? 

A. I suppose they drink it as we would drink our coffee; 
if it burnt them they would let it alone. 

(^. You don't suppose they would eat it hot? 

A. Not if it burnt them; I understand they like it 
warm. 
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Mr.. TucEEB~Mr. Smith, are yon in the habit of going 
into this stable, and noticing the way these cattle are kept? 

A. Yes, sir ; yes, sir. 

Q. How often do they give them hay and meal? 

A. I don't know much about the meal. . 

Q. The hay ? 

A. I understand they give them hay two or three times 
a day. 

Q. Do yon know that of your own knowledge ? 

A . No, sir ; only what I know from passing through 
the stables. I see hay delivered there very frequently, 
and I see it given to the cows. 

Q. It is your impression that they don't, keep these 
cattle on swill alone. Do you know that they are all fed 
on hay? 

A. I am satisfied of it, sir ; but would not be too posi- 
tive. Men who keep cows feed them in different ways. 

Q. How many different parties keep cows there ? 

A. I don't know how many owners of cows there are 
there now. 

Mr. Reed— About? 

A. Perhaps 25 or 30. 

Mr. Tucker — Prom your observation, do you know 
whether some of the cows are kept better than others, or 
whether all are taken the same care of? % 

A. They get as much slop as they like. 

Q. Do they all get hay, or do some get none ? 

A. There is no doubt that they all get hay, but some 
men may give more than others. 

Q. Are these cows ever let out, or are they kept 
pent up ? 
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A. I do not know that it woold be convenient to let 
them^out. 

Q. You spoke of some that wete sent into the country. 
You say you don't know to what part of the country those 
cows were sent ? ' 

A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Mr. Reed — Do you knqw whether there are any of those 
milkmen who feecl meal and bran with the swill ? 

A. I understand there are. In fact, sometimes I have 
seen them ; sometimes the slop is thin, and it is necessary 
to have something to thicken it. 

Q. Mr. Smith, are you aware, after the cattle are kept 
in the stable a year or 18 mouths, that their teeth fall out ? 

A. No, sir ; I do not believe it. 

Q. Have you ever seen any cattle there without teeth ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Their teeth don't fall out ; you are positive of 
that ? 

A. No, sir ; I do not know of the fact. 

Q. We find some of the cows there, Mr, Smith, that 
have fiore tails. Can you tell us the reason of their haviug 
sore tails — why it is ? 

A, Those cows, I presume, are vaccinated cows ; but I 
cannot go into that matter, for I do not know much 
about it. 

Q. The cows are vaccinated as they would vaccinate |k 
child for the small-pox ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They take some matter and vaccinate them in the tail? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q, When is this generally done ? 

A. When they are first taken into the stables. 
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Q. Are they sabject to this disease after they have been 
In the stables? 

A. Not more than if they had been on farms* 

Q. Will cows take this disease on farms ? 

A. Tes, sir ; I have heard of a great many taking it. 

Mr. IIaswell— I want to know whether it is vaccinae 
"tion or inoculation. Inoculation, I think^ is a very differ- 
ent thing. 

Mb. Reed — How long have you been connected with this 
concern ? 

A. Fourteen years next March. 

Q. Has it been usual, in all this length of time since you 
liave been in the place, for this disease to prevail amongst 
the cows ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How long since ? 

A. Several years. 

Q. Well, then, it is something new ? 

A. Yes, sir ; for years after I went to the place, I heard 
nothing of it. 

Mr- Haswell — Mr. Smith, is this food made purposely 
for the use of the cows, or is it the result of previous pro^ 
cess — a process for some other purpose? 

A. It is the refuse of the grain after distillation. 

Q. Arc there any chemical materials used in it? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. No mineral agent that you are aware of? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Is Ihat food which the Committee saw the other day 
different from what it was on the first of May last ? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q, What is the general practice there with regard to 
dead cows ? what becomes of them ? 

A. They are taken away in the Corporation carts, I 
presume, by the offal contractor. 

Q. You presume ? 

A. I presume so. 

Q. Do you knoT^ of any exceptions to that rule ? 

A. I see carts which were let by parties, and I supposed 
they were engaged by the offal contractor. 

Q. Do you know of any exception ? 

A. I have heard of exceptions. 

Q. Then you say you have heard of their being taken 
to slaughter-houses ? 

A. I have heard so. 

Q. And you believe the report? 

A. It is not very likely. There was one case that I re- 
collect ; it made quite a stir at the time, I know. 

Q. That cow that was knocked in the head-^do you 
know what became of the carcass of that cow ? 

A. I understand that cow was taken out of town and 
dissected. * 

Q. When cows are sick, is it the practice to milk them 
80 long as they will give milk, or is it not? 

A. I could not answer that question. I do not know 
only from hearsay that they don't milk. 

Q. You said the cow0 sometimes staid in the stables a 
year, and sometimes two years ? ■ 

A. There have been cows there pro]3ably two years. 

Q. What is the reason the time is confined to one year 
or two years ? 

A. I could not say ; it may be owing to the condition of 
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the cows, their not being fat enough for the market. 
They are kept longer to fatten for the market. 

Mr. TuoMBY — What condition, Mr. Smith, are those 
cows ill that have been there a year and two years ? 

A. The longer they stay there, the fatter they are. 

Mr. Haswell — You don't know whether they are vac- 
cinated or inoculated for this disease ? 

A. Well, I have heard of both being used in connection 
with it. 

Mr. Reed — They are supposed, as a general thing, to be 
eynonimous. 

Mr. Haswell — The droppings of these cows runs into a 
sluce-way that goes to a reservoir ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which reservoir is emptied occasionally to get the 
manure ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What proportion of the droppings goes into the 
river ? 

A. The urine ; the other pprtion is taken away by carts 
before it gets into the reseriroir. 

Mr. Tucker — This reduction of the number of cows 
from 800 to 500 took place in the early part of May ? 

A. No, sir ; I think the reduction has taken place within 
the last two weeks. 

Q. What was the cause of that great reduction in the 
number, from 800 to 500 in two weeks? 

A. The market for beef probably was one cause. They 
found a better market then than they could have found 
before. 

Q. That was one cause ? 



42 

A. That was one cause. Another cause was this ex* 
citement in reference to the milk trade. 

Q. The cows which were taken away in reference to this 
excitement — Were any healthy ones taken away, or only 
those that had not fattened up as well as the others? 

A. They were all healthy ones that were taken away, 
as far as I can learn. 

Mr. Reed — About how many of those cows do you say 
were sold to the butcher, Mr. Smith? 

A. I suppose about a couple of hundred. I heard one 
man say he sold some, and another so many, and so on. 

Q. Those which were sold to the butcher, how would 
they compare as to quality with thos^ which are in the 
stables ? 

A. They were much fatter than those which remain. 

Q. Much fatter than those the Committee saw? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The 200 were the best of the cattle ? 

A. Yes, sir. There are some good ones remaining 
now, but the others have been culled. There are one or 
two stables out of which they have not sold any yet. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Do you use this milk in your family ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is its nature ? 

A. The best kind of milk, as far as my experience 
goes. 

Q. Do you use it yourself in your family ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Reed— Have you been in the habit of getting your 
milk from this place? 

A. Yes, sir ; such as they get there, with the exception 
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of one time, when I got milk from an Orange eounty 
man. 

Q. You have given it as food to children ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You are not aware of its producing any disease? 

A. No, sir, I am not. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Smith, did you have this milk from 
different cows, or did you have it from certain cows ? 

A. I do not know ; I suppose the man who sends it to 
me mixes it up. 

Mr. TuoMEY — You don't keep a cow for your own use ? 

A. No, sir. * 

Mr. Reed — ^T.he neighbors in that neighborhood use it 
pretty freely ? 

A. Yes, sir ; they use it in the neighborhood. 

Q. Have you had any complaints in the neighborhood ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr, TuoMEY — ^What was the reason of the cows losing 
their tails ? 

. A. I am informed that cow9 when they are vaccinated 
or inoculated, as you may term it, an incision is cut in the 
tail, and the matter is inserted in it, and a cord or band 
pot round it in some shape ; it is said that sometimes it is 
tied too tight, causing an irritation and swelling of the 
tail, and from that it becomes necessary to cut the tail off. 
I never hoard tell of a tail rotting off. 

Q. They are cut off ? 

A. Yes, sir, cut off. 

Testimony of James Aitchison- 

Jahes Aitghison sworn and examined. 
Mr. TuoMBY — Where do you live? 
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A. 252 West Sixteenth street. 

Mr. Tucker — What position do yon hold in relation to 
those distillery stables? 
■ A. I have charge qf the Swill Department. 

Q. Who are you empldyed by? 

A. Mr. Johnson. 

Q. What is your duty? 

A. To give out the swill to the milkmen and receive the 
money, and have a general supervision over the stables. 

Q. On what conditions does Mr. Johnson furnish these 
accommods^tions; what does Mr. Johnson furnish to those 
different persons? 

A. He furnishes the stables and the swill. 

Q, At what rate? So much a day? 

A. So much a day. 

Q. How long have you been there? 

A. Twenty years next November. 

Q. Twenty years? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have those stables been there during all that time? 

A. Yes, sir; not all the present ones; but there have 
been stables there all the time that I have been there. 

Q. What is the largest number of cows that has been 
there in those stables at any one time within a year?- 

A. Ten hundred or eleven hundred. 

Q. How many were there on the first of May? 

A. About eight hundred. 

Q. And how many are there now about? 

A. In the neighborhood of five hundred. 

Q. What disposition has been made of the balance of 
the eight hundred? < 
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A. Well, some went to the butcher, some have gone to 
the country, and some have died. 

Ql. About how many to the butcher's? 

A. There are fifty gone to the country, 

Q. What part of the country? 

A. I do not know. • 

Q. What condition were those in that went to the 
country? 

A. They were fresh cows; they had been in the stables 
about three or four weeks, and some of them less. 

Q. Were any of them sick that you know of? 

A. No, sir, not to my knowledge? 

Mr. TuoMEY — Were those healthy cows they drove away 
to the country? 

A. Yes, sir^ 

Mr. TucKBB — For what reason did they send them into 
the country? 

A. Because of the excitement in relation to the swill 
milk. 

Mr. Haswell, having to leave for the purpose of attend- 
ing to the meeting of the Board of Gouncilmen, interrupted 
the course of the examination, and propounded the follow- 
ing questions: » 

Q. What is the general practice with the dead cows? 

A. The general practice is to give them to the Bone- 
man. 

Q. That is the general practice? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have known an exception? 

A. I have heard of it. 

Q. *You believe that? 

A. Well, I have no doubt of it. 



46 

Q. Are the cows milked when they are sick? 

A. They don't milk much. 

Q. " They don't milk much," but are they milked? 

A. They are milked; yes. 

Q. Mr. Smith said that cows remained there sometimes 
one year and sometimes two years? 

A. Yes, sir, they do. 

Q. Why is it that they don't remain there longer? Why 
is it that they are thus limited to those two years? 

A. I will tell you: A cow comes in that has had a calf 
this spring, or she tnay have a calf before next spring, or 
she might have a calf after she is bought. If she has one 
now, we keep her over another year; they are new milk 
cows. 

Q. Are those cows milked in the% stable with other 
cows? 

A. They go dry a month before calving — the same as 
other cows. 

Q. A month before calving? 

A. Yes, sir, sometimes more. 

Q. When the cows are vaccinated or inoculated, how 
is it done? Where is the matter that is used as the virus, 
taken from? 
' A. From the lungs of a sick cow. 

Q. From the lungs of a dead cow? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They are inoculated then, with the matter taken 
from the lungs of a dead cow? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Haswell then retired. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Aitchison, how often do these cows 
get hay? 
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A: Twice a dar. 

m 

Q. Is that the aniversal practice? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q, In those, stables? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was stated to the Committee when they were up 
there, that thev fed them with meal. Do they put meal 
into the swill in the troughs? 

A. Yes, sir; that is a common practice. Some does it; 
but I don't feed any in that way myself. 

Mr. Reed — Then we understand that some feed meal 
and some do not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — In answer to a question of Mr. Haswell, 
when he asked why those cows did not remain longer 
than two years, you stated tbat they were new milk 
cows? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, is it the practice to milk them till they dry 
up, and then sell them, in all cases? 

A. Certainly, when they are fat. 

Q. Well, they never come back again? that is, after a 
cow has been turned out, she never comes back as a new 
milk cow again? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. They milk them right through, and then sell them 
for beef? ^ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is the unirersal practice? 

A.. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. Aitchison, as to the condition of those stables — 
on the first of May, how did they compare as to their 
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general appearance, cleanliness, and -all that, with the day 
the Committee were there? 

A. Just the same^ 

Q. They have been kept in the same condition? 

A. Yes, sir. We whitewashed them last spring, but we 
have not done it this spring. 

Q. Then you state that those stables were in no better 
condition last week than they have been generally for a 
year past? 

A. For ten years past, except in the new stables. The 
old stables have always been in the same condition. 

Mr. TuoMEY — On the first of May, how was the gen- 
eral appearance of the cattle compared with the time 
when the Committee were there? Would they compare 
better than those that are there now, take them as 
a whole, eh? 

A. Yes, sir, they were better then. 

Mr. Reed — Is this epidemic catching? Is it confined to 
the swill stables? 

A. No, sir; it is all over. 

Q. Do they have it in the country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it usual for them to have it in the country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they milk these cows when they have it. Do you 
know of your own4tnowledge? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. In answer to a question by Mr. Haswell, some eowt, 
you said, were with calf when they came;'but you milk 
them until they dry up, you stated? 

A. Well a calf may only be two or three weeks" old, (in 
embryo,) but yet there is a calf. 
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Q. Is it customary in the country to. milk them till they 
dry up? , 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rbbd — That is all, sir. I only wanted to know 
whether this was customary, or whether it was an extreme 
case? 

Mr. Tucker — Were some of those stables taken down? 

A. Yes, sir; the best part of the stables. 

Q. Can you state why they were taken down? 

A. To build houses, that arc in contemplation. 

Q. Were they in contemplation prior to the first of 
April? 

A. Yes, sir; they were in contemplation last spring. 

Mr. REED-T-Have they commenced to build there? They 
are digging the cellar, are they not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.r Those which were removed were not torn down on 
account of their filthy condition? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Does this inoculating of the cow interfere 
with the milk of the cow? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tucker — The question, I suppose is, whether it 
interferes with the general health of the cow during the 
process of this inoculation? 

A. I bought twenty fresh ones last spring, and I inocu- 
Jatej^ the whole of them, and they were all very well. 

Mr. TuoMfiY — How long does this inoculation last? 

A. Iv is probabl^r two or three weeks until ihe sore gets 
healed up. 

Mt.Beeo — Ther^ has a statement been made^and I 
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hive understood, and have reason to beliere that there 
were a great many cows with ulcers on them. Did you 
ever know of any having been milked in the stables with 
Bores on them? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Are you perfectly familiar with the stables there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And can y6u state positively and unequivocally that 
there were no such cows there, to your knowledge? 

A. There was one cow that had a bad bag. 

Q. What has become of her? 

A. She died. 

Q. Was she milked when her bag was in that state? 

A, No, sir. 

Mr. Reed — We have been led to believe that many of 
the cows had ulcers on them, and I desired you to state 
distinctly whether you had seen any such there or not. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Aitchison, those cattle that were 
in the slaughter-houses across the way, from the Sixteenth 
street stables, it was stated, were taken from those stables 
that morning. Is that a fact? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were they cows that had been there any length of 
time? 

A. They had been there probably a year, and some 
longer. 

Q. They were brought out of that stable? 

A. Brought out of that stable. 

Mr, Reed — Driven directly across and butchered? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.^That beef we saw there was a part of those cows? 

A. Yes, sir, the beef of the cows. 
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Mr. TuoMET-— That beef that we saw there cftme from 
the stable? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rbkd — Do you know what was done with that 
beef, Mr. Aitchison? 

A. It went down to Washington Market. 

Q, Mr. Aitchison, you say that on the first of May 
there were some five hundred cattle there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How would they compare— that is, take them as a 
whole — how would they compare with those that are 
there now? 

^•1 0, a great deal better than those we have there 
now. 

Q. Taking them as a whole? 

A. Yes, sir, taking them as a whole. Out of thirty-six 
stables there are only three left that hare not been picked; 
that is, the fat cows taken out. 

Mr. Clinton — State yrhat the effect of the inoculation 
is? 

A. To prevent the disease. 

Mr. Reed — What is the object of this inoculation? 

A. To prevent this disease. 

Q. To prevent the epidemic? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are cows inoculated in the country, precisely as 
they inoculate them here? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In the barns in the country from which the milk 
comes to this market? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Clinton — Can a cow live without feeding upon 
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grass and haj? It is not necessary for them to eat grass 
and hay in order to live? 

A. 0, not at all! 

Q. They can get along without it? • 

A. 0, certainly I 

Q. The point is, whether she must have grass or hay 
all the time? 

A. She mast have hay. 

Mr. Reed — I have been informed that cows, after they 
have been in the swill stable a year, lose their cuds. Is 
that so? 

A. No, sir, they do not. 

Q. Are some of those cows which have been there 
eighteen months, turned out to eat grass ordinarily as 
cows that have not been in the stable? 

A. Yes, sir. It was customary a year ago to turn them 
out and bring them back in the fall. 

Q. Do you know of a cow losing her teeth by being 
kept upon swill ? , 

A. Never. 

Q. Are the teeth of the cows as good uniformly there 
as at any other place? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have never seen a cow that has lost her teeth? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And you have been there twenty years, and never 
have known a heifer to lose its teeth ? 

A. I have, sir, and have not seen one lose their teeth 
from taking swill; but they will cut away their teeth. 

Q. You saw them there so old that they were without 
any teeth? 
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A. They had some teeth, but the Bwill did not affeet 
them. 

Mr, Tucker — It has been stated that the swill decom- 
poses theii^ teeth, jbo that they fall out. How is that? 

A. I have never known of it. 

Mr. Bbed — And you have been there twenty years? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Aitchison, did you ever take any 
particular notice in those cows that were inoculated, 
while that process was upon them, whether it had any 
particular e£fect upon the milk? 

A. No, sir, I never took any particular notice. 

Mr< Reed — Will it be likely to increase or decrease the 
quantity of milk? 

A. It would not be likely to increase it any. 

Mr. Clinton— I would like to have you state the na- 
ture of the milk, whether good, bad or indifferent? 

A. It is good milk . 

Q. Do yon use it yourself? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In your own family? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For how long? 

A. For twenty years. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Do you drink it pretty freely yourself? 

A. Yes, sir. 

'Mr. Reed — Mr. Aitchison, is it your opinion that a 
cow or any other animal can remain in a healthy state 
without getting fresh air and exercise? 

Mr. AiTCHisoH^ Without getting fresh air? 

Mr. Reed — Yes, sir. 

A. They must have fresh air. 
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Q. Is it your opinion that if they cannot get fresh air 
and exercise, that they can remain in a sound and healthy 
state? 

A. They must have air or they could not live. 

Q. What is the condition of those stables? Are they 
airy or otherwise? 

A. They are airy. 

Q. How wide are your stables? 

Mr. AiTCHisoN. Do you mean the size of the stables? 

Mr. BfiED — Yes; what is the depth in the stables of a 
stall? 

A, Three feet three. 

Mr. Reed — No; the entire number of stalls? 

A. Forty-five feet. 

Q. What are the means of ventilation? 

A.. There are three doors and three windows in each; 
three doors on one side and three windows on the other; 
and there is an archway that goes up into the loft. 

Q . Do you think that that gives them an abundance of 
ventilation? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Do you believe that an animal could be kept in a 
healthy state without a free circulation of air? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You don't think they would? 

A. No, sir, not without air. 

Mr. Clinton — Have cows any front teeth on the upper 
jaw? 

A. No, sir. "^ 

Mr. Clinton— It has been said that some cows were 
foundfwithout any teeth on the upper jaw ! 

Mr. Beed — A cow has none there. 
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Mr. TucKFB — When you have a thousand or more 
cows there, what proportion, to the best of your recollec- 
tion, has been sick at one time, out of the eleven hundred, 
say? 

A. I could not state that. 

Q. How many cows, out of the five hundred which you 
have now, are sick? 

A, Three, I believe. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Aitchison, do you find from keeping 
cows in the stable that they are liable to lose the use of 
their limbs, so that they cane ot get up and down? 

A. It is very rare. 

Q. You have known of such cases? 

A. Yes. • 

Q. Did you ever know of a cow's being milked in a 
lying position? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

Testimony of Dr. Ovid F. Wells. 

Ovid P. Wells sworn and examined: 

Mr. Tucker — Where do you reside? 

A. 129 Ninth avenue. . 

Q. Do you attend upon Mr. Smith's children and 
family? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the state of the children? 

A. The children are very healthy. 

Q. To your knowledge, do they drink this milk? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. They -are in a healthy condition? 

A. Yes, sir, they have been very healthy last vear: my 
bill was only four dollars for the la^t year. 
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Mr. Oltnton— ^How long have you attended them? 

A. About two yealrs. 

Mr. TuoMBY — And your bill was only four dollars? 

A. Since the first of January. ^ 

Mr. TuoKBR — Have you ever paid any attention to the 
qoality of the milk as to its deleterious effects? 

A. I never have. 

Q. Tou don't know anything about its relative materi- 
als; whether it is healthy or otherwise? 

A. I don't know, sir; I have not given it particular at- 
tention . 

Edwin B- Smith re-called. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Smith, we understood you tor say when 
you were exaxnioisd under oath, that your children drank 
this milk habitually? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And drank no other milk? 

A. No, sir, only during two weeks. 

Q. Why was it that you took your milk from a country 
milkman for two weeks? 

A. My milkman furnished me a little more water than 
I desired, and I told my wife to change her milkman; and 
she found the new one worse than the other, so we re- 
turned to the old one, and we keep him now. 

Q. How old were your children when they were weaned 
— about what age? 

A. I do not know that; I cannot answer that question; 
I never pay much attention to those matters. 

Q. I would like to ask you, whether, since you have 
boen connected with these stables, you have ever known 
cows to be ulcerated in the stable? 
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A, Well, sir, I never saw such a thing. 

Q. Never have seen a cow with an'ulcer on? 

A. Never saw a cow with an ulcer on, that I am 
aware of. 

Mr. Reed — It has been distinctly stated by Mr. Smith, 
who has been there for fourteen years, that he never saw 
an ulcerated cow in the stables. 

Mr. Tucker — Is Mr. Lewis Thomas an owner of cows? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Testimony of Lewis Thomas. 

Lewis Thomas sworn, and examined: 

Mr. Tucker — Where do you live? 

A. 265 West Sixteenth street. 

Q. What position do you hold in relationno these sta- 
bles? 

A. I keep some of the cows. 

Q. What number? 

A. Last winter I kept from one hundred and thirty to 
one hundred and forty. 

Q. At what time? 

A. Before the first day of May, I had one hundred and 
thirty. 

Q. How many have you now? 

A. Sixty-nine. 

Q, What disposition have you made of the balance? 

A. I sold sixty-five to a butcher, who is in the room 
now. 

Q. How many have you got now? 

A. I have got sixty-eight, and one for another person. 

Q. Have you sent any away? 

A. I sent two away. 
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Q. Where did jon send them to? 

A. To the bone contractor; he took them both in one 
day. 

Q. Did they die, or did yon kill them? 

A. They died; one died, and the other was away when 
I came hpme at night. 

Q. What was the matter? 

A. They had the disease. 

Q. Do yon milk those cows when they are sick? 

A. No, sir, we don't milk them along with the rest; we 
milk them on the ground, and still we cannot get any milk 
from them. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Yon cannot get much milk? 

A. No, sir, they will not give milk. 

Mr. TucEEB — These two were taken away, and the bal- 
ance yon sold to the butcher? 

A. Yes, sir; you can enquire of the butcher what kind 
I sold him. 

Q. What price did you sell these cattle at? 

A. I sold them too soon; Isold them at forty-five dollars 
a head, to get rid of them. In consequence of this excite- 
ment the customers left me, and I had so much of this milk 
that I didn't want to keep the cows when I didn't sell the 
milk. 

Mr. TuoMET — It hurt your business? 

A. Yes, sir, more than I have ever been hurt since I 
have been in the business. 

Mr. Tucker — What is the largest number of cows you 
have ever kepi? 

A. I have kept from two cows to one hundred and sev- 
enty-five. 

Q. Do you feed them with anything but swill? 
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A. I feed plenty of hay always; one of my boys is here 
and he can tell voa. 

Q. How often do you feed them? 

A. I feed them twice a day, since I have been in the 
place. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Have any of your cows any sores^ 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You never sling them up to milk thfem? 

A. No, sir; and I have been there a long time. 

Mr. Reed — What was the quality of those cows you 
sold to the butcher? Would they compare favorably with 
the cows in the stable? 

A. They were better than the cows in the stable. 

Q. Good, were they? 

A. Yes, sir, all of them. • 

Q. They were all fat cows? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were those ten cows in the slaughter-house yours? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Had they been driven directly across that morning? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You sold them? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They were your cows, sold for beef? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TuoMET — What do you pay for cows in Bull's Head 
when you buy them? 

A. These last twelve months, Ohio cows are sold for 
sixty -four dollars; I have bought them for from forty to 
sixty-four dollars. 

Mr. Reed — And then when you sell them, generally you 
have had them in the stable for some time? 
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A. I got forty-five dollars for those I sold. 

I 

Q. Is that more or less than yon generally get? 

A. Less, sir. 

Mr. TuoMRT — When yon sell them ont when business is 
good, and meat will sell well, what do yon generally sell 
them for? 

A. I sold some at seventy-five dollars a head to one 
butcher last year. 

Q. Do you get less or more for them? 

A. That is the average. 

Mr. Rkbd— Alderman Tuomey wants to know whether 
you get more for the cows after you have kept them, than 
you give for them when they are put into the stable? • 

A. I cannot say. 

Mr. TucKBR — How long have you been in that business? 

A. Twenty-one years the 9th of next month; I left there 
two years and went into the Orange county milk business, 
but 1 could not keep my customers. 

Q. Why are the cows not kept there more than two 
years? For instance, if you get a good, first rate cow, 
why don't you keep her over two years? 

A. Well, I will tell you; they generally want to have a 
calf; and eighteen months is generally long enough to 
keep a cow without having a calf. 

Q. Are they fat enough by the time they are dis- 
posed of? 

A. If I feed them good. 

Q. Would it be to your interest to do so? 

A. Well, I think it is, sir. 

Q, What is the general rule? To sell them to go into 
the oountry, or to sell them for beef when they are dried 

U(»? 
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A. I never sold any to go into the country in mj life. 

Mr . Reed — Yon said you left the stables for about two 
years, and bought Orange county milk? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q. What was the reason you returned? 

A. I told you my custom was small, and generally in 
summer the milk would be sour before we could serve it 
through the routes. I never found any fault with the 
milk. 

Q. That is, it got sourer than the milk in the stable? 

A. Yes, sir, when we got it. 

Mr. TuoMBY — When it comes from a long distance it 
{[ets sour before it gets to the customers? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — You have been in the stables twenty-one 
years? 

A. Yes, sir, I will be on the 9th of next month; that is 
my business. 

Q . How does this swill operate on the gums and teeth 
of the cows? 

A. I have some cows there, and their teeth are sharp. 

Q . Have you ever known them to fall out? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have your cows generally lost their tails? 

A. If they are inoculated they might drop oflF when the 
disease commences in the tail before we put the disease 
to it. 

Q . The disease begins before you inoculate? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How then? 

A. Fresh cowb take the disease in six weeks or two 
months after they have come into the stables. 
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Q. How do you operate with these cows whilst this d 
ease is upon them; do you milk them? 

A. I milk to the ground if they have been sick; if th 
have beon sick for a few days they will not give any mil 

Q. Would this disease make the tails drop off? 

A. I do not know many cases of that going; still, the 
was one time when a man had one in there five years, 
think; a good many cut the tail to prevent the cows fro 
slobbering, and making the place bo dirty. 

Mr. Reed — Then you say some of them cut the tails 
the cows to prevent them making the place so dirty? 

A . Yes, sir, Pome of them . 

Mr. Tucker — How does the condition of the stabjes 
compare now with the condition they were in last week? 

A . I have always seen them kept in the same condition. 

Q. Are they generally kept in the same condition that 
they were in last week? 

A . Yes, sir, I generally see them in the same condition; 
I see them whitewashing there sometimes. 

Mr. Reed — Didn't you say there was a batcher here 
that you had sold your cattle to? 

A. Yes, sir, Mr. Gallagher. 

Call him in, sir. 

Testimony of William Oallaghei. 
W.iLLiAM Gallagher sworn, apd examined: 
Mr. Tucker — Where do you live? 
A. In Sixteenth street. 
Q. What number? 
A. I don't know. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Gallagher, arc you a butcher? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did you buy some cows from this man who was last 
on the stand [Mr. Thomas] ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . How many did you buy of him? 

A. Sixty-five. 

Q. What did you buy them for; for milk? 

A. For butchering. 

Q. Were those your cows that the members of this 
Committee saw hanging in the slaughter-house in Six- 
teenth street the other day? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was done with that meat? 
^ A. Sold in Washington Market. 

Q. Have yon been in the habit of buying cows in those 
stables? 

A . Yes, sir . 

Q. How many have you bought in those stables since 
the first of May? 

A. I have not bought any but the sixty-five; but I have 
bought some there previously. 

Q . What prices does that beef fetch in market; as good 
prices as other beef? 

A. A little more, sir. 

Q. A little more than other beef? ^ 

A. Yes, sir; last Friday there were seven or eip:ht Hun- 
dred sold; the swill-fed beef sold for more than any other. 

Q. Steers, oxen and cows, they brought more than any 
in the market, you say? 

A. Yes, sir; half a cent a pound more. 

Q. More than any beef? 

A. Yes, sir, more than any in the market. 

Q. Who did yo^u sell it to? 
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A. Mr. Reed. 

Q . Has he got a stand m WaahiBgton Ifarket? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And yon got half a cent a ponnd more for it? 

A . Ycs> sir, I got nine cents a poond, and other beef 
was sold at eight and a half cents. 

Q. You sold it to a batcher to retail it? 

A. Ycs^sir. 

Q. Are yon in ihe habit of baying cattle there? 

A. Yes, sir, in the spring of the year. 

Mr. TuoMSY — Did yon sell all those cattle to one man? 

A. No, sir, to different ones. 

Mr. RfiED — You have freqaently gone into these stables? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Yon have read the papers, have yon, in reference to 
these stables? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does the condition of the stables compare anything 
like the description given of them in the papers? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You never saw any ulcerated cows, or sores, or such 
things as that? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Never did? 

An No, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Gallagher, from your observation in 
^nd Ottt| what has been the condition of those stables in 
comparison with what they were last week? 

A. I don't see any difference rouoh between the way 
th^y were last week, and previous to that, for the last 
eight or ten years, as long as I have known them. 

Q. li that the condition of the stables? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Are there butchers who go to these sta- 
bles and purchase cows, as a general thiug? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they give more for one of these cows, do you 
say? 

A. Well, fully as much, if not more. 

Mr. Clinton — State whether they were healthy cows 
that you saw at those stables? 

A. Yes, sir; there might be a few out of the whole lot; 
there might be four or five sick. 

Mr. TuoMEY — And you say the cows, when there were 
one thousand or eleven hundred there, were as good as 
when the Committee were there? 

A. Yes, sir, better. 

Tcistimony of Bobert Law* 

Robert Law sworn, and examined: 

Mr. TuoMEY — Where do you live ? 

A. 250 West Sixteenth street. 

Mr. Tucker — What position do you hold, Mr. Law, in 
i*eIation to these stables ? 

A. I repair the stables generally. 

Q. What is your business ? carpenter ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How do0B the condition of those stables compare 
now with what they were three months ago, as to cleanli- 
ness and appearance ? 

A. Generally the same, sir ; generally in tlie same way 
all the time. 

Q. Are you often there ? 
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A. Yes, sir ; I have not been away six months alto- 
gether in seven years, I suppose. 

Q. Then you are connected there altogether ? 

A. Yes, sir ; I have been employed there as carpenter 
a little over six years. 

Q. Do you say that those stables are generally kept in 
as good condition, as to cleanliness, as they are at the 
present time? 

A. Yes, sir ; as near as I can think of. 

Q. There were some stables taken down. For what 
purpose were they taken away ? 

A. To build tenement houses on the ground which they 
occupied, or something of that kind. 

Mr. Tucker — That would be worse than swill cows, a 
great deal i 

Mr. TuoMEY — How loiig is it since they have had this 
under consideration ? 

A. About two years, I think ; after they cleared away 
those in Sixteenth street, they intended to build. 

Q. How long has it been in contemplation ? 

A. Last spring was a year, I think. They started in. 
Fifteenth street. 

Mr. Tucker — How would the condition of these stables 
which were torn away compare with those which are now 
left standing ? Were they as good ? 

A. Yes, sir, quite as good, if not better. * 

Q. In what particular were they any better ? 

A. Because the gable end ran up to the street. 

Q. Then it run up to the Tenth Avenue ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then the building was just as good as the baildi; 
that is left? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TuoMEY — ^You didn't ever see any ulcerated cows 
there, did you ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Beed (to Mr. Tuomby) — ^* Did you ever see any 
ulcerated cows there ? " That is the way to put the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Reed (to Witness)— Did you ever see any cows 
there with sores ? » 

A. There might be sores caused by their lying down. 

Mr. CuNTON — Sores where the matter issues from 
them ? 

A. I cannot say that I have. 

Mr. Tuomey — Do those cows get so that they don't 
get up ? 

A. I have seen some fresh cows that could not get up. 
I have been there, I suppose, for monihs and months 
together, and from morniDg to night, take them all 
through and through, and I cannot say that I have evchr 
seen a cow ulcerated. 

Mr. Tucker — The question he put to you was, whether 
cows get to a condition that they could not get up — could 
not stand ? 

A. I have said I have seen them so. 

Q. Can yon state why ? For what reason ? 

A. They are fresh cows, air, come in generally after 
calving. 

Q. Do they milk them in that position ? 

A. I never did see them milked when they were lying 
down* 
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Testimojiy of John Carrol. 

John Carrol sworn, and examined: 

Mr. Tucker — Where do yon live ? 

A. In Sixteenth street. 

Q. What number ? 

A. I do not know the number exactly ; I think it n 
262. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Carrol, are you a butcher ? 

A. Yes, sir. - 

Q. Are you in the habit of buying cows in the Sixteenth 
street stables ? 

A. I have bought cows there. 

Q. Have you bought auy there since the first of May f 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many? 

A. Twenty-eight. 

Q. What class of cattle were they 7 Did you buy them 
to slaughter or to milk? 

A. To sell the beef in Washington Market. 

Q. What was the quality of the beef? 

A. Good quality. 

Q. Good quality, eh ? 

A. Yes, sir, good quality. \ ^ ... 

Q. As a general thing, did they compare- favorably 
with steers and oxen that are brought from the country 
and from the West ? 

A. Some fetched more than any others in the market. 
There are some in the market that fetch inore, and the 
generality of them bring more than oxen, because they are 
lighter. They fetch more than most steers, except prime 
steers. 
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Mr. TuCKEB — In what condition did you find their 
liver? '■ = • ■>>- 

A. I was killing some from the stables, when a man» 
named Mr. Jones, a member of the Assembly, oame along, 
and asked admission into the slaughter-house. I took him 
in, and he examined one to see if the skin was loose, and 
he said it was tight, and was very nice. I had ten cattle 
from Iowa, and I asked him, it he was going to eat a piece 
of that beef, which he would use first ? And he said, "A 
porter-house steak of that cow." When they were slaugh- 
tered, he rolled up his sleeves and drew out a part of the 
lungs, and said it looked very healthy; and when next 
I took over a lung of a corn-fed steer, and asked him 
which he would use first? he said he would use the 
other. The liver of the cows that came from the stable 
was sound, but that of the steers was not sound ; it web 
sagey. 

Q. Did you find any of them diseased in the liver or 
long ? 

A. No, sir. I examined theiQ, and I found them all aa 
healthyand sound as a silver dollar. 

Mr. Reed — Would you know a healthy lung? 

A. Yes, sir ; I have been a butcher eighteen years» 

Q. And liver ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say you took a liver out of this steer; was it 
Wealthy ? 

A. No, sir ; it was sagey. 

Mr. TuoMBY — How much would they bring generally' 
in BuU'a Head ? 

A. From one to two and a half cents ; that is the aver* 
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age in the market. Sometimes there is a very fine cow 
there that brings near as much as a steer. 

Mr. .Reed — Do yon buy them by the pound in the 
stables ? 

A. No, sir, by looking at their size. 

Q. You buy them at Bull's Head the same way. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you pay as much for them at Bull's Head as you 
do in Sixteenth street? 

A. I pay more for them in Sixteenth street ; but we 
cannot buy them, they hold them on so high ; butchers 
generally lose money on those that they buy there. 

Q. What was the appearance of the hoofs of those 
cows, Mr. Carroll ? Were they the ordinary shape, or 
did they turn up ? 

A. I didn't examine the hoofs, but I saw some hoo& 
turned up. 

Q. Did you ever buy any cows, in these stables, that 
had lost their teeth ? 

A. Not to my knowledge; I have never known them to 
lose their teeth. 

Q. Cows have teeth on only one jaw ? 

A. Yes, sir, front teeth and back teeth, or " grinders.** 

Mr. Tucker — Did the cows you bought give milk ? 

A. Yes, sir; the man milked one of them before I took 
it away. 

Mr. Seed — Do you know how long those cows were 
there ? 

A. No, sir; he said they were not in very long. He 
told me some were in last fall, and stated the prices. 

Mr. Tucker — Last fall ? 

A. Yes, sir, some of them last fall, and he also told me 
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that he didn't have them in a year, I am certain of that. 
He said he would keep them for ten days for me, until he 
would use the meal up. * 

Mr. Reed — When cows are standing any length of 
time, can you tell me whether their hoofs turn up from the 
ordinary position ? 

A. Some of these cow's hoofs are just the same as when 
they go in, sometimes they are turned up, but, probably, 
they would turn up at other places as well as there. 

Q. Do yon know whether the hoofs of stall-fed cattle 
will turn up ? 

A. I think they will, a little; some cattle have softer 
and some have harder hoofs than others. 

Testimony of Edward Callalian. 

Edwabd Callahan, sworn and examined. 

Mr. Tucker — What position do you hold, with reference 
to these stables ? 

A. I work in the stables; I worked with one of these 
men two years. 

Q. Do you feed the cows ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you feed them upon ? 

A. I feed them on slops, and with that, hay twice a 
day. 

Q. Every day ? 

A. Yes, sir; I have never seen one day without giv- 
ing it. 

Q. Anything else but slops and hay ? 

A. Meal. 

Q. How often do you give them meal ? 

A. Generally twice a day. 
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Q. Do you give all of them meal, or only a portion of 
them? 

A. All of them. 

Q. Do you fe^d them all alike ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keed — How do you feed the meal, dry, or in the 
slops ? 

A. Generally after the slops we give a little meal to 
clean up the tub. 

Q. Do you milk the cows ? 

A. Yes, sir ? 

Q. When these cows are sick what do you do with the 
milk — when they have these sore tails they are talking 
about? do you milk them when they are sick ? 

A. When they are sick they will not give much milk. 

Q. What do you do with it ? 

A. I milk it on the ground. 

Q- For what reason do you milk it on the ground 7 

A. I always milk it on the ground, if I find it bad. 

Q. Why not let it stay in the bag ? 

A. The bag would corrupt and spoil if it were left in it. 

Q. Then you milk it on the ground to keep the bag 
from spoiling ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you ever use the milk of a sick cow for anything ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Does it give much milk ? 

A. No, sir; when a cow is sick, she dries up. 

Mr. Tucker — When she gets well does her milk come 
back again ? 

A. Yes, sir; although some does, and some does not. 
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Q. How many of those poor cows have been taken 
away from the stable since the first of May ? 

A. I do not knoWi sir; I never kept any account of them. 

Q. About how many ? 

A. About three or four cows went away. 

Q. Where did they go to ? 

A. The bone man took them away. 

Q. Were not some of them sent away to the country 
from that stable ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Four, you say, have been taken away by the bone man? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that all ? 

A. That is all I knew of around the concern altogether. 

Q. What was the matter with them ? 

A. I don't know what was the matter with them right, 
for that part; I suppose they had the disease, . / 

Q. Are there any cows in the stable now, that have got 
that disease ? ^ 

Mr. Callahan — Among those belonging to the man 
"^iat I work for ? / 

Mn Tucker— Yes ? 

A. No, sir, there are none. 

Mr. Reed — Do the cows in these stables ever get any 
?fkT% water, from the time they go in till they oome^outrY 

A. No, Sir, nothing but slops. .r 

Q. Do you know how many cows have been driven 
'i*om tl^ese stables into the country belonging to other 
Parties ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether any have been driven into 
ihe country ? ' 
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A. I heard of some being driven into the conntry. 

Mr. TucKBB — Did you see any of them going ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What condition were those in, that they drove off 
to the country ; how did they look ? 

A. In much the same condition as the cows that are in 
the stables now. 

Q. Were they fat or lean ? 

A. I suppose much in the same condition; not fat 
enough to be sold to the butcher. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Did you ever see a cow slung up like 
that fellow there ? (showing an illustration in Frank Les- 
lie's Pictorial, where a cow is represented in a dying con- 
dition, slutfg up with a band around her and a person milk- 
ing her.) 

A. No, sir. 

Testimony of Abraham J. Post- 
Mr. TuoMBY — Where do you live ? 

A. 112 Ninth avenue. 

Mr. TucEBB — Mr. Post, are you acquainted with the 
locality of these stables ? 

A. I am, sir. 

Q. How long have you been acquainted with them ? 
That is, how long have you been in the habit of visiting 
these stables ? 

A. I never visited them but once. 

Q. When was that ? 

A. On the Sth of April last. 

Q. For what purpose did you visit them? 

A. Well, I had a clergyman, from Pennsylvania, stopping* 
at my house, and he had read considerable about these* 
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Btables, and he bad a desire to see them; and I told him 
I wonld take him down to Mr. Smith. It was on Monday 
morning that I saw Mr. Smith, and asked him whether we 
coold be admitted, and he said *' Yes/' and a half hour 
after that we went down. 

Q. Have you been there since ? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

Q. What condition were these stables in ? 

A. In a much better condition than I expected seeing 
them. 

Q. Have you ever examined similar stables ? 

A. I never have, sir. 

Q. You say they were in much better condition than 
you expected to find them : How so ? 

A. I had heard of them through reports that had been 
in circulation previous to that time. That was before 
Mr. Leslie took the subject up, I believe. 

Q. What was the condition of the stable ? 

A. I think it was much better than what I had read. 

Mr. Beed — The stable was perfectly clean, as much so, 
B8 it could be ? 

A. About as clean as cow-stables are in Orange county 
«nd Rockland county, where cows are kept. 

Q. It* would compare with those stables? 

A. I think so, generally. 

Mr. TuOMET — What was the condition of the cows? 

A. As far as I could judge they all looked in good 
order, except one that had a sore on her. Some were 
rick, and there were half a dozen that he said were lean 
and new cows. 

Mr. Seed — Where was this sore. On the gambrel joint 
of the cow 7 
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A. Between the knee and the hip; I did not notice it 
particularly, for I had no idea of being called upon. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Did it appear to be an nicer ? 

A. No, sir; it appeared to be a bruise; I did not ex- 
amine it particularly. 

Q. I suppose yon went to the stables with a prejudice? 

A. • Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you been in the country? 

A. I am from Kockland County. 

Q. What was the condition of the cows here, compared 
with their condition there? 

A. With the exception of the short tails, I think that 
the cows are ahead of the ordinary cows; they looked 
much fresher and in much better order than cowB usuaOily 
are in the country. 

Mr. Beed — These cows looked better? 

A. Yes sir, they looked slicker and fatter. 

Mr. TuoMEY— To what extent did you examine the 
stables? 

A. Mr. Smith said he would take us to the poorest sta- 
bles first, and then, after that, we went to the brick sta- 
bles. I believe we saw all the cows that were there. We 
didn't examine all of them, you know, but we saw their 
general appearance. 

Mr. Tucker— Which stables were in the best order? 
the wood or the brick? ; i 

' A, I don't know that there was much difference, exoept 
the stables; the cows in both were in the same order. * 

Q. Do you use this milk? r 

A« No sir, I have a prejudice against it. 
Mr. TuoMBY — You did have a prejudice against it. 
Would you use it now? 
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A. No, sir* 

Q. It is a prejadice yoa have? 

A. It is a prejudice I have; I prefer other kinds of 
milk; I don't know whether it is healthy or not, but as 
long as I can get other milk, I prefer to get it. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Post, do you think the cows are 
healthy? 

A. My opinion is that it is not the proper way to keep 
cows, although they keep them in that way in Orange 
Oounty. I think if they allowed them to run out they 
would not give as much milk. 

Q. In Orange County are they allowed to run out? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr.* TtrcKER — Do they feed them on swill there? 
' A. I guess they do; they feed them on the same kind 
of food, I should judge. 

Q. Well, they keep them confined? 

"A. Te?, sir. 

Mr. Beed— From the fact that they take less food? 

A. Yes, sir, they get less food. 

Q. Are they kept in small stalls as they arc here? 

A. Yes, sir; I should think those cows have sufficient 
voomi )as far as I should judge. 

Q. Have you examined stables in Orange County? 

A. Ye&, sir. 

Mr. CuNTON— Do they lie down? 

A. They lieidown, of course; I saw a number of them 
lidcloWn. 

> 

Q. Did you see any lying down like that? (showing an 
engraving in Frank Leslie's Pictorial, representing a 
number of cows lying in a vlery crowded condition). 

A. I didn't see any in such a condition as that, at all. 

The Committee then adjourned till Wednesday, at 2 
o'clock, p. M- 
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SECOND MEETING. 

Wednesday, June 2d, 1858. 
Present: — Aldermen Tuohey and Seed. 

Testimony of Dr. John W. Frandi. 

Dr. John W. Francis, sworn and examined: 

Mr. Tucker — Where do yon reside? 

A. In Bond street. No. 1. 

Mr. Reed — Doctor, will yon please state to the Com- 
mittee what effect swill milk has upon the constitution of 
children; whether it is prejudicial to health, and if so, in 
what degree? 

A. I believe my testimony on that point woul4 not dif- 
fer from anything that has been generally published on 
the subject. I have attended to the matter twenty years* 
off and on; fl^have visited this institution at the bottom 
of Sixteenth street, years ago; I have seen the character 
and condition of the place, the state of the animals and 
the milk, and have read the reports and published pam- 
phlets on the 'subject. There can be no manner of doubt 
that the nature of such a secretion from animals thus con- 
fined, living^upon that stimulus — all the radicalism of it is 
bad — that these animals live i^lmost all their lives in a 
state of delirium tremens, as a drunkard with his brandy 
bottle, and the][ consequence is that the intestine canal is 
very materially disturbed; tubercles form on the meshes 
or folds of the intestines; diseases of the liver take place, 
and* the whole apparatus of the animal becomes vitiated; 
so that, as you see in the drunkard's face blotches and 
marks,^ you will also find ulcers and distempers on the 
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sarface of the animal. More than twenty-five years ago 
there were papers published in the city of New York 
showing that these animals lost their teeth and lost their 
hoofs; so that a good deal of the matter now brought 
forward is no novelty; but it has been brought forward 
with a strong and powerful impression, and it has been 
stated so as to render it more popular and comprehensive. 
I was one of a Committee appointed by the Common 
Council some fifteen years ago to examine the state of 
the meat that was brought into the city of New York that 
was corrupted, and the milk, which is analogous- The 
fact is, gentlemen, that milk from animals depends upon 
the sustenance by which the animal is supported, by the 
air it breathes, by the limited sphere in which it is circum- 
scribed to act; and I have again and again Jieard it 
affirmed that hogsheads of this milk would never make 
proper butter. It is out of the very nature of things 
that these organs can be healthy, and the secretions salu- 
tary, under the circumstances. 

Mr. TuoMBY— You don't know this of yourself? 

A. In relation to the subject of making butter I have to 
depend upon others. 

Q. You have no knowledge ,of it? 

A. No sir, I never saw butter made; I am a New- 
Yorker and never go into the country. 

Mr. Reed — Are you through, doctor? 

Dr. Francis (continuing) — I believe it is familiarly 
known that the meat of those animals is almost a poison, 
a positive poison; and I don't believe any of you gentle- 
men of the Aldermanic Board would be willing to live 
.long on the sustenance derived from such flesh; if yon 
did, I think the quorum of the Board would soon be di- 
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minished. I have written on this subject; others have, 
and I have not been an indifferent spectator. It is im- 
possible that either the milk or the flesh of these animals 
can be nutritive. I have known cooks to be compelled to 
leave the places in which this corrupted meat was being 
cooked, from the exhalation alone that arises from it; and 
it is very well known that these animals run into decom- 
position after death sooner than other animals which die 
in a sound state. I believe that the milk that is furnished 
is a source of dreadful evil to this community; and our 
medical friends, when we meet together, are often embar- 
rassed to find that the ordinary summer complaints, and 
the ordinary cholera infantum are incapable of being ar- 
rested, from the nourishment that is attempted to be 
derived from the milk given in this city. 

Mr. Reed — Do you know whether this is the same milk 
ornot, doctor? 

A. I mean impure milk, swill milk. 

Q. You have traced it directly to the swill milk? 

A. Yes sir, we have. 

Q. Doctor, have youjever known in your practice that 
a child has been made sick by swill milk directly? 

A. I have found sickness where they did not recover, 
because there is no nourishment in it. 

Q. Doctor, do you know whether this milk you are 
speaking of is swill^milk, or milk from the country? 

A. Well, it was the popular milk of the city, which, I 
have no doubt, was swill milk, (a laugh,) because people 
are taken in all the while with this milk. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Doctor, you are here giving your evidence; 
you have given a statement that is not of your own know- 
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ledge? is it' aside from what people told you? is this of 
your own knowledge? 

A. I have tasted this milk, and I know it has not nutri- 
tive qualities. 

Q. Do you know that it came from the swill stables? 

A. I have never chased these swill mi'k thieves as 
Frank Leslie has, but I know the milk is bad. 

Mr. Reed — Would not country milk that had been 
milked over night, and when it came to the citizens here, 
half sour, perhaps, would it not be as likely to produce 
disease as the swill milk? 

A. I do not think it would; it might produce disease 
but I do pot think it would have the deleterious qualities 
as the milk which comes from a diseased animal. 

Mr. Reed — The Committee simply want to get the plain 
facts. Have you ever known, in the course of jour prac- 
tice, that a child was made sick from being fed with swill 
milk, knowing that the milk was such? Have you ever 
known of such an instance? 

A. Well, my life is pretty long; I could hardly state 
that I know of such a case as that; but I have seen examin- 
ations where they have pronounced the milk to be bad; 
but where the milk came from I did not know, we see so 
much of it. 

Q. Have you ever analyzed this swill milk, doctor? 

A. I have seen analyzations of it that have been made, 
but never analyzed it myself. 

Q. How does it compare with country milk; favorably 
or unfavorably? 

A. It has not the same nutritive qualities; it has too 
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mucli caseous matter, and is deficient in the essential in- 
gredients of the ordinary milk. 

Q. You have never made an analysis yourself; this is 
what you get from professors? 

A. No, sir; I have seen a great deal of time devoted 
to it. 

Mr. TuoMEY — All you have stated here, doctor, is only 
the general rumors — the general opinion that people have 
about the matter? 

A. I have looked at these animals, and examined the 
milk, seen the manner in which the cows live, the diseases 
under which they labor, and I know that nothing but 
poison can be secreted by such animals; it is impossible 
for the cows or the milk to be healthy. , 

Q. How long is it since you have been in these stables? 

A. Well, I was there ten years ago, nine years ago, and 
five years ago. 

Q. The latest? 

A. Some four years ago, I think. 

Q. What was the general condition of the cows, the 
last time you were there? 

A. Pretty much as it is described in the papers; very 
much confined and pent up; kept tied up without much 
fresh air. 

Q. Doctor, some gentleman has spoken of a matter 
here; would not milk from a cow, immediately after calv- 
ing, have a bad efi'ect on children? 

A. It would not have the same nutritious quality as 
that of a cow in a more mature condition; but it would 
not be so fatally destructive; it would yield but little nu- 
trition which would be favorable, but it would not be of a 
noxious character. 
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Mr. Clinton— Have you lately visited the stables, foot 
Sixteenth street, doctor? 
A. No, I have not, sir. 

Mr. Leslie objected to questions being asked by coun- 
sel. 

Mr. TuoMBT — We don't want to hide any thing here; 
"^re want to get the whole factsij and, if it is required for 
oonnsel to come here to get at those facts, I, for one, will 
sanction it; there is nothing to be cloaked here, and yon 
oan have counsel on both sides if it is desired. 
Mr. Leslie— I never understood that. 
Mr. TuoMEY — We want to get at these facts, for the 
l>enefit of the community . 

Mr. j^EED— I stated at the last meeting of the Commit- 
tee, that if they (Mr, Leslie and associates), had any ques- 
tions which they desired the Committee to submit to the ' 
witnesses, the Committee, if they were furnished with 
them, would submit them; he suggested some, and I put 
them to the witnesses on the stand. 

Mr. TuoMBY — The counsel was here, at the first meet- 
ing, and asked some questions. 

Mr. Leslie — and some one else, said that Mr. Clinton 
had not asked any questions. 

Mr. Seed — I assert that Mr. Clinton did ask several 
questions at the last meeting, and the facts will be known 
from the reporter's notes; we desire that this matter may 
be thoroughly sifted, and that the facts may be published 
to the world; and if this swill milk is deleterious, and 
prejudicial to health, we are certainly desirous to know 
the facts, and publish them to the world, and are willing 
to abolish the nuisance; but, on the contrary, if the swill 
milk is good, nutritious and healthy, and produces no in- 
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joriouB oifccts in the community, we desire that the parties 
who keep these cows shall have the bene&t of this inves- 
tigation; the facts will be reported; we have a gentleman 
here for the -purpose of reporting them in short-hand, so 
that we may have the whole facts precisely as they come 
from the witnesses, and they will be printed, so that every- 
body may look at them, and the public shall be the beet 
judges of this Committee; we desire to give the facts, and 
if there are any questions pertinent to the case, that any 
gentleman desires to put, let them be known to the Comr 
mittee, and the Committee will put any question necessary 
to elicit the facts. 

Mr. Clinton — So far as those whom I represent are 
concerned, I will vouch for them, that there shall be no 
suppression of facts, for that is exactly what we wish to 
guard against. They say, that if these are facts which 
are stated by Frank Leslie, such a nuisance ought to be 
aboli(«hed, and they ask that it may be, if the facts are so; 
they court the most thorough scrutiny, and they bid de- 
fiance to those who assert those things as facts. 

Mr. Leslie— Is the Health Warden of the Sixteenth 
Ward, or the City Inspector here? 

Mr. TuoMET — You can send for your list of witnesses, 
and bring them here, and we will have them examined; 
if people are abused without a cause, they ought to be 
protected, and if ih^ are guilty of the charges against 
them, they ought to be punished. 

Mr. Leslie — I merely asked, because the City Inspector 
is an important officer. 

Mr. Clinton — Then proceeded to cross-examine Doctor 
Francis, as follows; 
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Q. Doctor, have y^u ever visited the stables, at the foot 
of Sixteenth street? 

A. Yes, ^sir, I have been through them. 

Q. About how long ago is it since yon went through 
these stables last? ^ 

A. Well, sir, the last time I made a thorough inspection 
was nine years ago. 

Q. Have you anything in your mind by which you can 
fix the date with any accuracy? ^ 

A. I know that immediately after that time, the Acad- 
emy of Medicine published an elaborate report on this 
subject, with chemical analyses of the milk, and I paid 
some attention to it at that time; that was about ten 
years ago. 

(^. It may be longer than that, doctor? 

A. Not much longer. 

Q. Did you go through those stables? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q. Do you recollect any person in particular, whom you 
saw apparently in charge? 

A. That I do not, sir. 

Q. Did you see this gentleman, (Mr. Smith) there, who 
testified that he has been there fourteen years? 

A. I do not think I did. 

Q. Do you recollect now, anything particular that you 
observed at that place, as contradistinguished from other 
Btables? , 

A. Well, sir, I saw a great want of cleanliness; I have 
been all through the stables in Holland, and I must com- 
pare the establishments here with those I saw abroad; in 
these here the animals did not have sufficient room to lie 
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down; and when obliged to lie down, they were in an 
erect, or standing position, generally. 

Q. Doctor, did you observe that tbey hadn't room to lie 
down; are you certain upon that point? 

▲• That is my memory, sir. 

Q. I wish you to testify as to the strength of yonr 
memory . 

A. That, I think, sir, was a remark I made at the time, 
that they had to stand pretty much all the time. 

Q. At what time of day were you there? 

A. I was there about eleven or twelve o'clock, and I 
think once in the afternoon, at four. 

Q. Did you then notice any of the cows lying down? 

A. I think I saw some, sir. 

Q. Could you form any idea of what proportion, that 
is, from your memory? 

A. No, sir, I could not, because I did not so closely 
scrutinize the number; I went more particularly to ex- 
amine the condition of those animals with regard to their 
norns and hoofs, and to confirm some observations which 
had been made some twenty odd years before, concerning 
the ulceration and the teeth. ^ 

Q. Doctor, would stables, three and a half, or four feet 
wide, furnish sufiScient room for an ordinary sized cow to 
lie down? 

A. Yes, I should think that would be sufficient. 

Q. Three and a half? 

A. Yes, sir; I think that would be sufficient. 
Q. Stables eight and St half, or nine feet long, and three 
and a half wide, would those furnish sufficient room? 
A. I could not say exactly; if I was a farmer I could 
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"t^ell better; I sEonld think that that woald be a pretty 
fair space. \ 

Q. In your opinion, would not the opinion of butchers 
stnd drovers, and those accustomed to dealing in cows, be 
T)etter on that point than the judgment of a medical mn? 

A. Yes, sir, decidedly . 

Q. You say you saw similar stables in Holland; were 
-there many cows collected in those stables? 

A. In small numbers, sir; it was as clean as a church 
pew, sir, or pulpit, or any other place. 

Q. Not for any great length of time? 

A. I never saw a particle of dirt there; if any one 
knows the condition in which the Hollanders keep their 
cows, they pay more attention to them than they do to 
themselves. 

Mr. Clinton — A church pew would not be very clean 
if a cow staid there several days at a time. 

Q. About what amount of room for each cow should 
you think there was in those stables in Holland? 

A. My dear friend, I knew they were clean and beauti- 
ful. 

Q. Do you think the stables were larger than three- and 
a half feet wide and eight and a half long? 

A. They might have been; there was plenty of air there. 

Q. Did you notice many such stables in Europe, doctor? 

A. No; sir, only in Holland. 

Q. Were there a great many of those stables there? 

A . Well, they raise a great deal of milk and cheese 
there . 

Q . How were the cows kept that you observed in Hol- 
land? 
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A . They were kept with the most extraordinary neat- 
ness. 

Q. Are they kept in stables? 

A. I think they are. 

Q. Did you observe how the cows were fed there, doctor? 

A. That I did not observe. 

Q. About how long were you at these stables in Six- 
teenth street? about how much time should you judge you 
spent at each visit? 

A. Well, I think about three quarters of an hour. 

Q. Each time, or altogether? 

A. Once, about three quarters of an hour, and once 
about half an hour. 

Q. At this distance of time, can you swear, doctor, 
that you positively recollect seeing, in that stable, any 
cows that had ulcers on, or that were diseased? 

A. Well, sir, I think they looked pretty bad. 

Q. Did you notice any ulcers upon any of the cows? 

A. I do not think I saw a healthy surface on the skin. 

Q. That was not the question; did you see any ulcers? 

A. I did not see any open ulcers, that I recollect; I 
do not think I did see any so that they were palpable; I 
thought it was a poor sort of a system, and a pretty bad 
business. 

Q. Who were there with you, if any one, doctor? 

A. I went alone, sir. 

Q. On each occasion? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If a person had the delirium tremens^ would he not 
be affected with physical emotion, violence, &c.? 

A. Yes, sir; that is very often the case. 
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Q. If an animal had a disease akin to that, there wotild 
be similar symptoms accompanying the disease ? 

A. A powerful animal like that, (a cow.) would need 
time. Under the inBuence of this exciting drink I think 
its nervous system would be unhinged, and be very feeble 
and unable to walk. When I spoke of delirium tremens, 1 
meant a state which prevented the production of proper 
milk. 

Q. If there was a disease in a cow answering to delirium 
tremens in nnan, would not the animal have nervous physi' 
<5al contortions, nervousness, &c.? 

A. It might have contortions, or it might not; it would 
iDe nervous and irritable, as the saying is. 

Q. Would it not produce a trembling ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Clinton — Drink acts in a very diflferent manner 
tipon various persons; I am talking of the food of the 
«ow. 

A. You would not see that susceptibility of the nerv- 
ous system in the animal, as the effects of taking this 
food, but its bad effects would be manifested in the dam- 
age to the assimilating organs, and the injury done to the 
Xiueus lining. 

Q. Would not a man in the habit of attending the cows 
cbserve, and detect in them delirium tremens, convulsions, 
Ac? 

A. I think that they might be seen externally, but I do 
not say exactly that I saw them. 

Q. If this swill produced this effect, would it not be 
observable by those attending the cows ? 

A.. That food will result in increasing irritability; it 
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might be manifested, by the animal showing feebleness, 
' and it might hardly be able to walk at all after a time. 

Q. These symptoms would result from aliment which 
was deleterious ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If the symptoms did not result, would that not be 
proof that the aliment taken was not deleterious? 

A. It might not act with the same potency in animals 
as in different men. 

Q. But, suppose there was an absence of those symp- 
toms you have described, would not that go to show thai 
the nutriment, or the food which the cows took was 
healthy ? 

A. No; I do not think it would, exactly; it would not 
produce those manifestations. 

Q. Then the symptoms you speak of would be prodoced 
whether the food was healthy or not, is that it ? 

A. I think the confined condiiion, the waat of air, and 
other causes, might conspire to derange even the nervous 
system of the animal. 

Q. You gave as a reason for your opinion, that these 
cows might exhibit certain symptoms which you have de- 
scribed. Suppose the cows exhibited none of those symp- 
toms, would your opinion be the same, nevertheless ? 

A. This condition of things might not be manifested at 
one time, and at another time it might. 

Q. But, suppose they never were present — suppose they 
didn't exi jt at all, would your opinion be still the same? 

A. You take all the symptoms too strongly into con- 
sideration; I gave the analogical reason, from the dis- 
ordered condition of the digestive apparatus, the liver 
and the mucus lining, of the bowels. 
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Q. Are you reasoning from what yon suppose would be 
it fact, instead of stating what you saw ? 

A. I think I have seen a part of the manifestations. 

Q. But, suppose they didn't exist at all, wouldn't it go 
to prove that the cows had healthy food ? 

A. It might prove that the cows had not such unhealthy 
food. 

Mr. Clinton — Doctor, I have asked the question a 
good many times, and it has not been answered with 
clearness. I shall continue to repeat it, with the per- 
mission of the Committee, until I get a proper answer. 
Suppose there was an utter absence of those manifestations 
you have spoken of, would not that be proof that the food 
▼as healthy ? 

Dr. Francis— Internal or outward ? 

Mr. Clinton — ^I am speaking now of the outward. 

A. I |hink the outward manifestations would not be 
apparent, but the inward manifestations might show these 
deleterious effects*. I have never examined them, and seen 
all these things in those animals that get this kind of 
food, but I have been told that a handred times. 

Q. I want to know whether your answer is, that, even 
in the absense of these manifestations you spoke of, you 
diould still say these cows might have this improper food ? 

A. I say so. 

Q, Now, doctor, suppose, upon those cows being butch- 
ered and dissected, they had none of the internal mani- 
festations you have spoken of, what would be your judg- 
ment then ? 

A. I could not believe that possible. 

Q. Doctor, if cows after being butchered and dissected 
presented none of the external appearances you have de- 
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food ? 

A. I should think "^hey had been, sir. 

Q. I will put another case. Suppose the cows upon 
being butchered presented none of these internal manifes- 
tations, and that before being butchered, presented none 
of the external manifestations, would you say they were 
fed upon healthy food ? 

A. I would pronounce that they had not been fed upon 
very pernicious food. 

Q. Would you say they bad been fed upon good food, 
in your judgment? 

A. Well, tolerably fair, but I don't suppose that poan- 
ble. 

Mr. Clinton, (interrupting,) — That is not the question. 
Have you any reason to suppose that a perfectly healthy 
cow — a cow which presented none of those external mani- 
festations, and none of the internal manifestations yon 
have described — was a healthy cow and had beeu fed opon 
good food ? 

A. Well, if a thorough examination was made, and 
none of the external or internal manifestations appeared, 
I should think that the animal had a pretty fair share of 
living; but I do not think it possible. 

Q. No cows, which you know of your own knowledge 
came from Sixteenth street, have been examined ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Therefore you know nothing of their internal die* 
sections ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You say, that in your judgment, swill would pro* 
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duoe blotches and ttlceratioiis upon the surface of the ani- 
mals that fed upon it 7 

A. I think it would produce the same effect upon cows 
that drinkiug brandy, to a great extent, produces upon 
Dan. 

Q. If no such appearances were manifested, you would 
think that the cows had been fed upon healthy food ? 

A. Yes, sir; a man might drink a great "deal of brandy, 
without it producing any particular signs, and so might a 
cow in relation to this food. 

Q. If they had none of these blotches and excolorations, 
would you think they had good food ? 

A. Well, some men say they can take a hundred glasses 
of Lager Bier in a morning. . 

Q. Did you ever s^ any animals at the foot of Sixteenth 
street, which iiad lost their hoofs and teeth, to your cer- 
Wi recollection ? 

A. I have seen deformed feet and bad teeth. 

Q. Have you seen any cows at the foot of Sixteenth 
street, on your visits, that had unsound teeth ? Did you 
notice any, and do you now recollect having seen such 
cows? 

A. I could not take an oath to that, sir; but I have 
Been the hoofs turned up. 

Q. Do you* recollect anything in particular about the 
ho{B of cows which you saw at the foot of Sixteenth 
street, nine or ten years ago ? 
' Ak I saw elongated hoofs. 

Q. Do you positively recollect, now, that you did see 
them ? Can you swear to that as a fact 7 

A. It is rather a hard case to swear to, but I think it 
is pretty certain. 
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Q. Then I understand yon, that yon don't positirely 
swear to the fact ? 

A. I would not positively swear that I saw them at 
that place. 

Q. In your testimony, you speak generally, without 
any particular reference to the foot of Sixteenth street 7 

^L. Tes, sir. 

Q. Tou spoke about observing corrupted meat fifteen 
years ago 7 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge, aside from 
what people told you, where it came from 7 

A. We had a report on it, with a chemical analysis of 
milk in the Common Council. 

Q. I ask you if you know, from ^our own knowledge, 
aside from what you saw in the printed report 7 

A. Well, sir, this information was testimony from 
others* 

Q. But of your own knowledge, you know nothing of 
where this corrupt meat came from 7 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now doctor, can you tell, in an analysis of this kind 
of milk, from your own knowledge, wherein it diflfers from 
other milk ? 

A. You don't see it produce that butterish globnla 
which is seen in ordinary milk; it has less of the casein 
or cheese material. 

Q. Does it differ in any other material to your know- 
ledge 7 

A. I think it is capable of running sooner into decom- 
position and producing exhalation. 

Q. How is it as to sugar 7 
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A. It has not so mucH sugar. 

Q. Do you speak from your own analysis ? 

A. I speak from the books. 

Q, You speak entirely from what you have read upon 
the subject ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever seen any of the milk which you knew, 
of your own knowledge came from these stables ? 

A. I have only heard the people say that they guessed 
it was swill milk, but I have never examined the source 
from which the milk came. 

Q. Do you know, the ingredients of which this swill is 
composed ? this food of these cows ? 

A. Well, it has a great deal, or more or less of saccha- 
rine matter, which produces fermentation. 

Q. Do you know whether it goes through the fermen- 
tation before it is fed to the cows ? 

A. I think it is in a mixed state, partly so; I do not 
understand the state in which it is brought from the 
^stillery. 

Q. Doctor, do you know whether this swill contains 
cdcohol or intoxicating matter ? 

A. Well, I think it contains it, but I did not make a 
ohemical analysis of it. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge ? 

A. No, sir, because I have not analyzed it. 
Q. Well, if does not, and you don't know whether it 
has any intoxicating matter in it, how can it produce the 
same effect that intoxication does upon individuals? 
A. I believe it has, but I don't know that of my own 

practical judgment. 
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Q. Yon base your position on its intoxicating effeots? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If it tamed oat that it had not intoxicating effeots, 
what woold be your opinion then? 

A. Then I should think that it produces deleterioaft 
effects, not so much by alcohol, as by the bad effect upon 
the organs. 

Q. If there was nothing intoxicating in it, would yea 
think it was intoxicating in its effects? 

A. No, sir; but I believe there is more or less alcohol 
in it. 

Mr. Reed — Would a cow remain healthy, if confined 
from six to eighteen months without leaving the stable for 
a moment, having just so large a space allotted her as has 
been named, (three and a half feet by eight and a half feet) 
without a drop of water to drink daring the entire 
period? 

A. I should think she was very far from being in a 
healthy state; but as I have never kept cows, I can only 
give the answer which science allov^rs me to give. 

Mr. Clinton — Would the opinion of butchers and dro- 
vers, and those whose business it is to keep cattle, 
be better in those matters than that of a medical man who 
didn't make it a business to keep cows? 

A. Well, that you know depends upon the opinion I 
may have of, and the belief I may have in those men's 
veracity. 

Q. Assuming that they were men of veracity? 

A. I would take their opinions^ but at the same time I 
might have doubts. 

Mr. Reed — Doctor Francis, I regret that we have had 
occasion to keep you so long, but we desire that this 
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shonld be a most thorough investigation, that all parties 
should have an opportunity of getting at the facts as well 
as the Committee; that is the reason that we kept yon so 
long, which I regret exceedingly. 

Testimony of Dr. John H- Oriscom. 
Dr. John H. Gbiscom, sworn and examined. 

Mr. Rebd — Doctor, will you be kind enough to state 
what effect swill milk has upon those who take it? State, 
of your own knowledge, what effect it produces? 

A. I am not able to say that I have treated a case of 
disease contracted directly from swill milk, but it has hap- 
pened very frequently for me to observe the effects of milk 
upon children, both bad milk as well as good. Like 
Doctor Francis, I have never been able to trace the milk 
directly from its source, except when I have caused it to 
be gotten from an individual cow, or got it from some 
other source which I have prescribed myself. As to the 
general effects of insufficiently nutritious, or innutritions 
milk, that I have seen abundance of. 

Mr. Clinton — Innutritions milk? 

A. Insufficiently nutritious milk. 

Mr. Reed — Have you ever made an analyzation of milk 
and ascertained its component parts? 

A. I have of some milk. I know the constituents of 
pure milk. The main constituents of pure milk are but- 
ter, casein and sugar, with some few salts, which are 
small in quantity, but proper to the physiological effects. 

Q. Any lime? 

A. Lime is present; and phosphorus and soda, with 
some other immaterial things. 

7 



Q. Are these medical . properties considered beneficial 
io health in any proportion? 

A. There is a certain proportion that should not be 
exceeded. 

Q. Can you state to the Committee what that propor- 
tion is? How muQh butter and sugar, and the salts? 

A. Butter, coagulum, they are the mo^t nutritious qual- 
ities. There is about one per cent, oi those salts in pure 
milk. 

Q. Could you state about the proportion of butter, 
casein and sugar, doctor? 

A. Well, sir, I do not like to trust my recollection as to 
the precise figures. 

Mr. Rbbd — As near &s you can get at it from your re- 
collection? It may be iof a great deal of service to the 
Committee in making their report; we desire these facts 
as a matter of reference? 

A. I have the analyzation at home, but I cannot trust 
my brain to carry it with me. I should be glad to furnish 
it to the Committee particularly, at any other time. 

Mr. Reed — There have been analyses furnished to the 
Committee, and the Committee are having specimens 
analyzed by two of our ablest chemists;^ but we desired 
some information, and we thought this would be a proper 
time to procure it; as to its various qualities? 

A. I can give you the materials, but I cannot give you 
the exact quantities. 

The following analyses of milks made by Prof. Law- 
rence Reid, November 29th, 1847, for a Committee of the 
Academy of Medicine, were shown the witness for his 
opinion: 
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ANALYSIS OF MILK. 

r 

Ko* 1. Ko. 2. Ko. 8. Ko< 4. Ko. 5. ISc 6. 

W«ter 87300..86000..86910. .876*00. .888(K).^89800 

Butter SO-00.. 3500.. 1500.. 1400.. 1300.. 1000 

CMein 48-20.. 4600.. 6200.. 6900.. 60-00.. 4600 

SngarofMilk 43-90.. 5300.. 4400.. 4200.. 4100.. 4000 

PhMphateof Lime... 2-31.. 3-36.. 4-20.. 400.. 3*20.. 2-80 

*« Magnesia -42.. -76.. 1-84.. 1-66.. 1-41.. 1-20 

« Iron -07.. '-09.. -12.. -11.. -10.. -07 

Chloride of Potaninm 1*14.. 2-00.. 2-97.. 2-51.. 2-46.. 2-23 

«« Sodium -24.. '86.. -44.. -42.. -43.. -40 

Soda in combination with the 
Casein -42.. -60.. -43.. -40.. -40.. -30 

mm^^mm^mmm Ma«Hia^B^p« m^bm^i^h^w aMMi^iiMaHBM m^bm^i^h^w hMmmbi^^h^ 

1000- 1000- 1000- 1000- 1000- 1000- 

Pof. Reid had said of these analyses, ^^ No. 1, is a Euro- 
pean analysis of milk by M. Haidlen, the most recent I 
could find. No. 2, is Orange county milk, being an ave- 
rage of two samples. Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6, are distillery 
milk, about sixteen samples of whi:ch were examined." 

Dr. Griscom — I should think the first was a very fair 
analysis of pure milk. It contains about the same propor- 
tion of water that milk contains, but it is nearly nine hun- 
dred by recent analyses. But there is a little larger pro- 
portion of the salts in that analysis than I have been accus- 
tomed to see. 

Q. Doctor, in making an analysis of that kind, would 
two healthy cows make precisely the same analysis? 

A. The average of country -fed cows amount to about 
that. 

Mr. Reed — I have been led to believe by farmers that 
some cows that milk twenty-four quarts a day, will not 
give as much butter as others that milk only twelve 
quarts? 

A. That is true, sir, but not to that extent. 

Mr. Reed — From twelve to twenty-one, or twenty-four, 
he stated? 
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A. I have heard of a cow that milks twenty-four quarts 
of milk a day, which gives an average quantity of butter. 

Q. Did you ever examine the teeth of a cow that had 
been kept in these stables eighteen months or two years? 

A. I have not, sir. 

Q. You don't know from personal observation what 
effect swill would have upon the teeth? 

A. No sir, not from personal observation. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Did you ever visit this place (Sixteenth 
street stables)? 

A. No, sir. 
HMr. B.EED — Did you ever make a dissection of a cow? 

A. No, sir. I depended upon scientific men for my 
knowledge upon that subject. ^ 

Q. Do you think a butcher, who had been forty years a 
butcher, would be likely to detect disease? " 

A. It might escape his notice. 

Q. If a liver was in any way diseased, or the lungs were 
in any way affected, do you think that a practical man 
who had been in the habit of taking from a cow all kinds 
of livers and lungs, would be a competent judge of their 
condition? 

A. I think butchers very rarely open the intestines, and 
very seldom open the lungs. 

Mr, B.EED — I have seen some butchers blow them up as 
a novelty? 

A. They might blow them up when they are healthy. 
I don't think they would notice any thing particular, un- 
less they looked for ulcerations? 

Q. Have you ever examined an analysis which had 
been made of this stable milk? 

A. I have not. 
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Q, You don't know how it compares with pure country 
milk? 

A, Only from reports which I have heard. 

Q.. Are the proportions here of casein and sogar-of- 
milk, (in the analysis No. 1, which was shown him, 48*ToSir 
and 43'twd) — about the proportion that you would get 
from healthy milk? 

A. Yes, sir; it is more approaching healthy milk than 
the others. The nutritious property of milk depends as 
much upon its casein as upon its butter. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Professor Lawrence Reid, 
"Professor of Chemistry? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you take him as a man of veracity? 

A . Yes, sir . 

Q . Would you take his word as good authority? 

A . Yes, sir . 

Q . He is a practical chemist? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Bbed — I have something here that a gentleman 
presented me, which rather staggered my judgment, which 
I desire to submit to you, doctor. Are you acquainted 
with his handwriting? 

A . Not particularly, sir . 

Mr. Rbbd — Some people desire to know what staggered 
my judgment, and this is it, and I desire you to compare 
it with the analysis as presented as pure milk. 

Mr. Beed then handed the following to Dr. Griscom. 
In the subsequent testimony it is designated by the mark 
(A)- 
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No. 23 West Twenty-seventh stubbt, 

New York, Sept. 2, 1854 

I have analyzed a sample of milk which I saw milked 
from foar cows, at the stables foot of Sixteenth street. 
North river, and report the following as the contents of 
one thousand parts: 

Water 848*07 

Butter 22-66 

Cheese and Albumen 67 '21 

Chlorides of Potassium and Sodium 3 '46 

Phosphates of Lime and Iron 7 *50 

1000 
LAWRENCE REID, Prof, of Chemistry. 

Mr. Reed — Does that analysis compare favorably with 
that of the country milk? 

A . There is a wide difference in many respects. The 
rate of water in No. 1 is 873* and in this (A) 848'TTnftr; 
there is more water in the No. 1 analysis. 

Mr. Reed — I \90uld state, doctor, that this (No. 1) ii 
an analysis of pure country milk taken some years since, 
and the other (A) is an analysis of some other milk taken 
by Professor Reid, when called to make an analysis. How 
will this (A) analysis compare with the analysis No. 1 in 
this printed report, favorably or otherwise? Which is the 
most nutritious milk? 

A. In No. 1, the butter amounts to thirty parts In a 
thousand, and in this (A) 22.t?^ — making a difference of 
8'y^^; and of casein and albumen the amount in the 
printed report (No. 1) is 48" and in the other (A)67*yJ^. 

Q . That in the written analysis (A) is larger than the 
printed analysis (No. 1)? 
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A. Ym, sir. 

Q . Is it healthfal, doctor? 

A. That depends upon circumstancos; its actual pre- 
sence is not an evidence of nutritions property. The 
8ugar-of-milk in the prjinted analysis (No. 1) is 4A\l$jff 
and in the written one (A) SI't^vtt* 

Q. The proportion in the written analysis is larger than 
in the printed analysis? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q • Is a large proportion of sugar conducive to health? 

A. It is not material to health ; not so much so as but- 
ter and casein. 

Q. As I understand, doctor, there is about 8 parts of 
batter in the written report (A) more than in the printed 
report ? 

A. Yes, sir ; butter less, and cheese and sugar more. 

Q. The balance of the analyses, doctor ? 

A. In regard to the chlorides of potat^sium and sodium, 
the printed report (No. 1) has them I'twit* while in the 
written analysis (A) they are 3'tv4tj — jiist about double. 

Q. Is that beneficial or prejudicial to health, or is it 
not material ? 

A« I should rather suppose that as a difficult point upon 
which to form a judgment — as regards the influence of 
those salts upon health. 

Q. So you cannot say ? 

A. I cannot say. That they are essential, would be 
seen by their presence in the milk, but whether a larger 
proportion would be prejudicial or otherwise, would be 
hard to say. 

Dr« Gbisgom (resuming) — Phosphates of iron, and lime 
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together are T'tvoit i^ this written analysis (A), and in 
the other (No. 1) they are less than three (2'Tv-oir)* 

Q. Is it prejadicial ? 

A. The same remark which I made respecting the other 
will apply to this. 

Q. Those two analyses — does one compare fayorably 
with the other ? 

A. It depends, sir, upon the condition in which the cas- 
ein exists in the milk. And one fact which relates to 
the qualities of this (A) milk, in contradistinction to other 
milk, is that it will not coagulate so readily as milk of 
more healthfulness. The coagulation is the solidification 
of its properties, and that is healthy. When it is taken 
into the stomach it coagulates, which coagulation is the 
first permanent step towards digestion, for digestion ean- 
not go on without it. As I understand it, the swill milk 
requires six hours under the same circumstances to ooagn- 
latc that it requires only one hour to coagulate ordinary 
healthy milk. 

Q. After it was taken into the stomach ? 

A. We tried it artificially, by putting a quart of pure 
milk into a bottle about 98^, which is about the tempera- 
ture of the body, and a quart of swill milk into another 
bottle with the same temperature, and the one required 
one hour to coagulate and the other six hours. With the 
same difference of time in the human stomach, that is an 
indication, to my mind, of the healthfulness of the one, and 
the unhealtbfulness of the other. 

Q. You have made a personal examination of that mat- 
ter, and have made the test ? 

A. I have not made a personal investigatioui but I roly 
upon the experiments of others. 



lOS 

Mr. GuNTOK-— Yon haye neyer made any analjzation 
yourself ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Doctor, which is the healthier milk — ^that indicated 
by the written (A) or printed (No. 1) analysis ? 

A. That I cannot say, sir. 

Q. As a medical man, conld you not tell which com- 
bination was the richer, as indicated by the analysis in 
both the written and printed reports ? 

A. Well, sir, if I were to draw a professional inference, 
I should say that the presence of so large a proportion of 
sodium in the swill milk is decidedly detrimental, and I 
think that is the reason it does not coagulate so readily. 
The casein in the milk is held in solution by a small 
quantity of soda, when it coagulates like the white of an 
^g. If there is too large a proportion of sodium which 
will not separate from the casein, it will not coagulate, 
and the superabundance of that is the reason it does not 
coagulate. 

Q. Doctor, does an increased amount of casein and 
sugar indicate healthfulness, or the reverse ? 

A. That depends upon the connection of the casein 
with the salts. 

Q. Without regard to the salts 7 

A. Yon cannot speak of it without regard to the 
salts. 

Q. Can yon tell whether a greater amount of casein or 
a less amount is more conducive to health ? 

A. It depends upon the other things which are in the 
milk. 

Q. Can you tell whether a larger or smaller degree of 
sngar-of-milk is more conducive to health ? 



A. I shonld think a larger proportion would be, bat it 

is not the most nutritious of the articles. 

Q. Do you think that the greater amount would be 
more healthy ? 

A. I do not, because it might impair the other things. 

Q. You would not say it was unhealthy ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How is it as to butter ? 

A. The larger proportion depends upon the qualities of 
the milk. 

Q. Has it not the same qualities? 

A. No, sir ; it is different ; it floats upon the surface as 
cream ; the other materials remain in solution. 

Mr. Reed then read the analysis (A) for the benefit of 
the gentlemen of the press. 

Mr. Henbt G. Watsok expressed a desire to see the 
written (A) analysis, and Alderman Beed handed it to 
him. 

Mr. Watson — Have you any evidence that this is his 
(Dr. Reid's) handwriting ? 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Tuomey (together) — That will 
come up afterwards. 

Mr. Reed — The parties will be here to say whether the 
milk of which this is an analysis was procured from the 
four cows at the stables foot of Sixteenth street. 

Mr. Clinton — I suppose that Mr. Reed himself will be 
called as a witness ? 

Mr. Reed — Yes, sir. 

Mr. Clinton — He states that he saw this milk milked 
from the cows himself ; the difference on the other side is, 
that they don't know where the milk which they spoke of 
came from 1 
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for a short time for that purpose. 

Mr. Reed — The Committee will investigate all the 
facts in relation to this matter. 

Mr. TuoMBY — They will have a full investigation of 
this mattery and will get all the facts that they can on the 
subject, but they don't want to be interfered with. 

Mr. Reed directed the Sergeant-at-arms to request Mr. 
Myers, the clerk, to subpoena Dr. Beid to appear before 
the Uommittee. 

Mr. Clinton resumed the examination of Dr. Griscom : 

Q. In your judgment the milk that comes from the 
country, and is peddled out here the next day after it is 
milked from the cows, and diluted, too, at that — ^would 
not that be a pretty bad kind of milk, in your judg- 
ment ? 

A. It is worse than it would be if it came directly from 
the cow. 

Q. Is it not bad milk, and does it not produce disease 
in children generally 7 Please answer it directly, as a 
medical man : — Milk that comes from the country, and is 
peddled out the next day after it is milked, and watered 
at that ? 

Dr. Gbisoom — How much water? 

Mr. Clinton — Take a 20th part wat^. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. That is good milk 7 

A. Yes, sir ; we have to dilute it very often for 
* cliildren. 

Q. Then diluted milk is just as good for children as 
pure milk? . 

A. Sometimes better . 
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Q. It is always as good, and sometimes better ? 

A. Sometimes better. 

Q. Is it generally as good ? 

A. It depends upon the quantity of water. 
' Mr. Clinton — Well, doctor, you haven't answered the 
question, whether generally the water being put into 
good milk renders it as healthy for children as pure milk 
without any water in it ? 

A. Sometimes it is a great deal more so. 

Mr. Clinton — Doctor, you don't answer the question. 
My question is as to its eflFect generally. You are a very 
intelligent man, and know the difference between generally 
ai^d speciaUy, Does it generally, do you know ? 

DrjOniscoM — That pure milk is as good as watered 
milk? 

Mr. Clinton — Yes, sir, in your professional judg- 
ment? 

A . That depends upon how much it is watered . 

Q. A 20th part? 

A. For very young children that would be better than 
pure milk • 

Q. What do you mean by "young children" ? 

A. Children under a year old. 

Q . What proportion of water might be mixed with milk 
to make it good for a child under a year old ? 

A. That depends upon the child's digestive powers; 
sometimes a fifth, a fourth, or a third should be water ; 
there is no general rule about it. 

Q. Can't you tell what proportion ought to be put 
into it ? • 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. As far as you know, would a fifth, a fourth, or a third 
be sufficient, as a general thing? 

A. I cannot say generally, sir. 

Q. Well, would not a ^Oth part be enough ? 

A. I cannot say, sir ; I see so many different individual 
cases. 

Q. Would you indicate one-half as the maximum and 
one-fifth as the minimum ? Might milk be watered from 
one-third to one-filFth ? 

A. Yes, sir, about that. 

Mr. Beed^-I can fully agree with the doctor in that 
opinion. Milk, wheA it is watered, is better for a child 
under a year old than milk in its purity, for then it is too 
rich. 

Mr. Reed — Country milk or city milk, would it make 
any difference ? 

A. I don't believe in city milk, sir. 

Q. Have you ever, doctor, known a child that has been 
fed upon swill milk to become diseased by it? 

A. I cannot say (as Dr. Francis said) that I have ever 
traced it directly. I have seen very bad effects from what 
has been called bad milk, and very different effects from 
a change ; we sometimes get goat's milk. 

Mr. Clinton — What effect has goat's milk ; is it nutri- 
tious generally ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Reed — Here is a question Mr. Leslie desires me to 
put : '' Would a cow remain healthy if confined from six 
to eighteen months without leaving the stable for a mo- 
ment, even if. she had the space allotted her as named 
(H fee^ by 8i), without a drop of water to drink daring 
the . entire >eriod?" 
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A. I Bhonld consider it impossible. 
Mr. Rbbd — I am extremely obliged to yon, doctor, 
am sorry we have kept you so long; 

James Aitehiioii recalled- 

Mr. Clinton — Mr. Aitchison, were you present, when, 
the cows were milked, from which milk Professor Beid. 
made that analysis (A) which was spoken of? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long had those cows been at the stables in Six- 
teenth street? 

A. About fifteen or sixteen months. 

Q. State whether Professor Beid selected the cows, or 
whether any body selected them for him. 

A. Some one milked the four cows which were in a row 
as we came to them. 

Q. You took the cows just as you came to them 7 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And those cows had been fifteen or sixteen months 
in the stables? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. B.EED — ^How long was it since those cows had been 
milked before that? Were they milked the same day? 

A. The night before; he came in the morning, and saw 
the cows milked. 

Mr. TuoMEY — What time in the morning? 

A. Between 6 and 7 o'clock. 

Mr. Reed — Had they been milked the night before? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At what time? 

A. Sometime in the afternoon; that is the usual time 
for milking them. 
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Q. Had they been milked during the middle of th« 
night? 

A. No, sir. 

xQ. They had not been milked from the time they were 
milked the afternoon previous, until they were milked 
that morning for Professor Beid? 

A. No, sir, they had not. 

Q. Is it the practice of the people in the stables to milk 
their cows at 12 or 1 o'clock at night? 

A. Yesi sir] some of them that have to go away early 
in the morning to sell milk to mechanics, come at that 
time. 

Q. You state positively that the cows were milked the 
night before? ' 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About what time ? 

A. In the afternoon. 

Q. And they were not milked again until Professor 
. ,Beii4 came and got the milk? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Clinton — Are cows milked as early as one o'clock 
. iu the pioroing? 

A. Yes, sir; those persons that have to go away early, 
milk them at that time. 

Q. State whether some of them milk their cows later 
than that? 

A. Certainly. 

,Q« ip'rpm what hours to what hours? 

A. They commence at one and are as late as seven. 

Q. That is, according to th« time they serve it round; 
those that sell to mechanics milk them earlier, and. those 
that serve others milk it late? 
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. A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. B.EED — Did you see this milk milked^ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To your own knowledge? 

A. To my own eyes and knowledge. 

Q. Professor Reid was there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And took it with him? 

A. Yes, sir; all the milk that the cow had was taken 
from her that day, and she had not been milked since the 
day before. 

Q . You said the cows were there, how long? 

A. Twelve or sixteen months. 

Q. How do you kow? Of your own positire know- 
ledge? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You know positively that they bad been there 
twelve or sixteen months? 

A. Yes, sir; when Professor Reid came, I wanted to 
know just what time they had been there, for I wanted to 
know what the analysis of the milk would be. 

Q. You state that it had been brought to your notice 
in that way^ that the cows had been in the stable twelve 
or sixteen months? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Testimony of Aaron C- Xlnderhill- 
Aabok G . Undbbhill affirmed, and was examined as 
follows: 
Mr. Clinton — Where do you reside, Mr. Underhill? 
A. Flushing. 
Mr. Reed — Mr. Underhill, what is your business? 
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A. Farming business. 

Q. Have you ever been a milkman? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long simce? 

A, I should think, seven years • 

Q. How long were you in the milk business prior to 
that date? 

A. Nearly twenty years. 

Q. Did you keep your cows in the swill stables? 

A. Part of the time, and I had a farm part of the 
time. 

Q . Where was your farm? 

A. On Long Island, in the Ninth Ward of 'Brooklyn. 

Q. Did you have cows there during the whole time you 
had a farm there? 

A. Only part of the time, and part of the time in the 
stables . 

Q. Will you state to the Committee what the difference 
is between swill milk and country milk, as far as your 
knowledge and experience are concerned? 

A. I think that country milk is better than swill milk 
— healthier; I think there is more butter in it. 

Q. Have you supplied both milks to customers?. 

A. Yes 

Q . Did you ever lose any customers by supplying them 
with swill milk . 

A . No more than by serving milk from dry fed cows . 

Q, Then you have fed dry feed? 

A. I have fed dry feed and swill, both of them; I have 
been' six or eight years in dry feed, and ten years in the 

8 
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swill. I did not feed exactly all swill; I fed hay; and we 
have green feed in the gammer time. 

Q . Do they usually feed cows in the swill stable with 
other food than swill ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . What, generally? 

A. Hay in the winter, and in the summer they have 
grass; but they would give more milk when fed in the 
stable than in the open lots . 

Q . From keeping your cows confined in the stable and 
not turning them out they were healthy, and gave more 
tnilk than if you turned them out? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . And you have tried the experiment? 

A. And tried the experiment. 

Mr. Clinton — How is it as to health? 

A. 1 think the cows in the stable were healthier; but 
we kept them clean, and rubbed them down as they do 
race horses. 

Q. Was it customary for them to have the disease at 
that time? 

A. Yes, sir; I was giving dry feed at that time. 

Q. in New York or in the country. 

A. In Brooklyn. 

Q. Did you have any cows die with that distemper? 

A. Yes, sir, I lost nearly half, I think; my cows died 
worse than my nephew's, who fed swill. 

Q. Was it in a swill stable that you kept your cows? 

A. No; I had a barn ventilated; it was seventy feet 
across, and I had the cows placed all round in it. 

Q. How near was it to a swill stable? 

A. I should think two miles; I would npt say two 
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miles; may be a mile; I kept a farm and got grass, bat I 
think my cows were better in the stable than out, especial- 
ly in fly time. 

Mr. Clinton — I understand you to say that you kept 
your cows a mile or more from a swill stable; that you 
have a large, well-ventilated barn, and that your cows 
take this disease which the cows are subject to in swill 
stables, and that you lost a larger proportion on dry feed 
than were lost in the swill stables in the vicinity? 

A. I think I should state the whole of it: This disease 
came from the South Perry in Brooklyn, fiiist; I .went 
down there to look at the cows, and I was fearful it would 
get into my stable; there were a great many cows in the 
east of Brooklyn, and instead of going to them, the dis- 
ease came into my stable; and I felt angry about it, when 
I thought that they kept their cows on swill cheaper than 
I kept mine on dry feed, and my cows took it, and most 
all died. There was one milkman there who had twenty 
cows, and half of his died a year ago, from this distemper. 

Q. I understood you to say that this disease is as liable 
to be taken in the country as in New York? 

A. Yes, sir, they take it as aman takes small pox. 

Q. It is contagious? 

• 

A. Yes, sir; Walter Bowen lost a large number on his 
farm; he has a farm of four hundred acres, and he lost 
' three or four cows. They have had it in Westbury and 
Putnam county, but I did not see it there. 

Messrs. Clinton and Tuomey (together) — We want 
yoiir personal knowledge* 

Mr. Reed — Where did you get your cows from, that 
took this disease? 
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A. I got them from the country; they might have come 
through New York. 

(^. How long had you these cows in the stable when 
they took this distemper? 

A. I could not say. 

Q. About? 

A. A fresh cow would be six weeks before it took the 
disease. 

Q. But you don't know how long those cows that took 
this disease had been in the stable when they took the 
disease? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Mr. Underhill, did you ever buy any of the cows 
from Bull's Head? 

A. I cannot say; I kept eighty head of cattle seven or 
eight years ago. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Did you buy these cattle yourself ? • 

A. Yes sir. , 

Q. Where did you buy them from? 

A. I used to go to Putnam County, but I was particular, 
because this disease was prevalent. 

Mr. Reed — Can you state whether you bought any of 
the cows at the Bull's Head that were then in your stable, 

or not? 

A. I cannot state it; 

Mr. Clinton — Do you, as a general thing, buy them • 
from the country or from this city? 

A. I bought a great many from Putnam County. 

Mr. TuoMEY — You never bought any fj:om the stables 
in New York? 

A. No sir . 

Mr. Reed — Did you ever inoculate auy of your cows? 

A. I never did. 
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Testimony of Hon&an Van Vostrand. 

Norman Yan Nostband, sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoMBY — What is your business, sir? 

A. I am a farmer, and I reside at Bpidgewood, Long 
Island. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We want you to st&te the facts from your 
own knowledge, no more. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Yan Nostrand, a gentleman desires me 
to ask you whether you ever saw a cow in that position 
with a nigger, as he is represented to be, milking her. 
(The illustration in Frank Leslie's Pictorial represent- 
ing an expiring cow, with a band around her, by which 
she was suspended, while an individual was milking her 
If as exhibited to the witness). 

Mr. Leslie — No sir, that is a nfetn in the shade. 

Witness — Please to ask that question again. 

Mr. Reed — ^ekve you ever seen a cow suspended so as 
to be iti the air? 

A. Yes sir, if that is the whole of the question. 

Q. Did you see men milking her in that position? 

A. No sir. 

Q. Have you ever, of your own knowledge, known it 
to be done? 

A. I will tell you No, for any other answer to the ques- 
tion would seem to imply that I must have seen it done. 
I know that such things have been done. 

Q. How do you know it? 

A. Because I have it from authority that is undoubted. 

Mr. Reed — Mr. Yan Nostrand, we are desirous of hav- 
ing that authority produced, and the Committee shall be 
kappy to investigate it. Yon didn't see it yourself, but it 
luis been represented to you as having been done? 
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A. Yes sir, 

Mr. TuOMEY — For what reason do yon know that a 
cow was slung up in that way; is it from your own know- 
ledge? 

A. I must state that I have been a milkman twenty 
years and well acquainted with Mr. Underhill. I have 
fed swill and dry feed. I know from my own observa- 
tion that it is customary with milkmen to have what they 
call a hospital for their cows. I have seen them strung 
up so, (referring to the illustration,) but I have never 
seen them milked in that position; I knew that ithey 
were. That, I believe, is a full answer to the question. 

Mr. Clinton — You say milkmen generally have a 
hospital? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Whether they feed the cows with swill or anything 
else? 

A. Yes sir. 

Mr. Reed — Are you a milkman now? 

A. No sir. 

Q. When you were a milkman did you ever have any 
cows slung up in that position (the same) in your hospital? 

A. I did not. 

Q. You only know what has been the case from what 
has been represented? 

A. I have seen them. 

Q. What was the matter? 

A. They had this disease: the cow distemper, as they 
term it. 

Q. Did this cow belong to a milkman? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Are you conversant with the origin of that disease? 
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A. Yes sir, I think I am. 

Q. Will you state to the Committee the origin of that 
disease, and its effects? 

A. The origin, or first place from which it commenced, 
was at the South Ferry, in Brooklyn; it spread from there 
in Tarious directions through the country; I think it was 
just as bad in the country as in the city . 

Q. Among country dairies? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Did you state that you had in your own dairy some 
of these diseased cows? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Did thej die 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. What did you do to prevent the disease from spread- 
ing; did you resort to any operation to prevent it? 

A. On the first breaking out of the disease among my 
own cows, I separated them from the rest of the stock. 
I visited other stables where it was raging; but I separ- 
ated the sick ones from the well ones among my own cat- 
tle, and sometimes they would get well and sometimes 
tbey would not. 

Q. Did you milk^ them and fetch the milk to this 
market? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Is it customary for milkmen to tnilk sick cows and 
fetch the milk to market? 

A. I have never known a milkman to milk a very sick 
cow and bring that milk to market. 

Q. What do they generally do with this milk? 

A. Throw it away, or give it to the hogs. 

Q. Are you perfectly conversant with country dairies? 
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A. Yes, sir • 

Q. Are they more cleanly in the country dairies than 
in the swill dairies? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q. As a general thing? 

A. As a general thing. 

Q. Which beef would fetch the most when you went to 
the business, beef fed at swill stables, or that fed on dry 
feed? 

A. Well, sir, it requires considerable knowledge to an- 
swer that question correctly, because in a swill stable some 
men feed their cows nothiag but swill, and others feed In- 
dian meal, oil cake and plenty of hay. I speak of my 
own personal knowledge in this matter, for I have seen it 
in Brooklyn. I know that beef from swill fed cows is as 
likely to be bad as the beef of dry fed cows, though thej 
will generally select the swill cows; they say swill cows 
will fetch a larger price, because swill milkmen will al- 
ways have plenty of cattle when there is no disease; con- 
sequently, they will get a large price. 

Q. A larger price than dry fed beef ? 

A. Not larger, but a large price. I have seen Mr. Under- 
bill get a larger price, as a butcher makes very little dis- 
tinction, if the cow is fat and healthy. 

Q. Do you consider that the swill made them sick? 
Were they as healthy as those fed on dry food? 

A. I never had them in a stable where the swill run 
into it from the distillery. I lived two miles away from 
a distillery and carted the swi-ll from there. 

Q. Had you thought it was prejudicial to the cattle? 

A. At that time I did not know of such a thing as dis- 
temper among cattle. 
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Q. There was none in swill stables? 

A. No; no where at all, sir. 

Q. Cows that were fed upon swill before this were per- 
fectly healthy? 

A. They did not die. 

Q. Do you think that cattle fed upon swill and hay, as 
they represent they are fed here (in the Sixteenth street 
stable) are as healthy as dry fed cattle? 

A. That depends upon circumstances; you can make a 
distinction. Cattle that are fed upon swill and have 
plenty of hay, are just as likely to be healthy as those in 
tiie country. 

Q. Is that what would be called swill-fed cattle? 

A. That is a question I cannot answer; every man must 
answer that for himself; I should think not, though. 

Q. Have^you ever known the teeth of cattle fed upon 
Bwill to fall out? 

A. I have known them to lose their teeth; I have 
seen my own cattle do that. 

Q, You didnH keep them in a swill stable? 

A. I did not keep them .in a swill stable, sir. 

Q. Did you ever know of a bullock fed in a swill sta- 
Ue to lose its teeth^fbll out or rot off ? 

A. I cannot say that I did. 

Q. But you fed cows on part swill and part hay, and 
their teeth fell out? 

A. Yes, sir . 

Q. What do you suppose was the cause? 

A. I suppose the acid in the swill caused it. 

Q. If such would be the case, would it not be likely 
that a cow which had been in a stable two years, would it 
not be likely to destroy her teeth entirely? 
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A. Yes, sir . 

Q. You have never known a case of this kind? 

A. I do not known any on that point. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Have you read this paper (Prank Leslie^s 
Pictorial) ? 

A*^ Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the general reports the same there as you hav€ 
seen in swill stables? 

A. I have not been at the distillery to see. 

Mr. Clinton — Where did you see the cows slung up? 

A. It was near Mr. Underbill's stable. 

Mr. Reed — Was it in a swill stable that you saw 
it? 

A. The stable was not connected with a distillery, but 
the swill was carted to it. 

Q. Did you turn your cattle out to graze ii^the summer 
season, when you fed swill? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you didn't, did you turn them out? 

A. I did, part of the time; most of the time in the 
summer . 

Q. " Would a cow remain healthy if confined from six to 
eighteen months, without leaving the stable for a moment, 
even if she had the space allotted her, as named, (three 
and a half feet by eight and a half,) without a drop of 
water to drink during the entire period?" 

A. I suppose that is a mere matter of opinion; I should 
say Yes. 

Mr. Clinton — That they would be healthy? 

A. I should say Yes, if the circumstances were favor- 
able ? 
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Q. Do you know what w&s the matter with that cow, 
{the one he saw suspended) ? 

A. I suppose she had the distemper. 

Q. For what purpose was it done? 

A. For the purpose of saving her life. 

Q. For the purpose of having her doctored? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TuoMEY — But this man's milking this cow here 
(in the engraving) ? 

Mr. Clinton (to Alderman TuoMBT) — But he never 
saw it. 

A Gentleman — But he has heard that it has been done. 

Mr. Clinton — When did this distemper break out? 

A. About sixteen years ago. 

Q, Did it break out in Europe before it came to this 
country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have heard that it originated in Europe before 
it was seen here? 

A. Yes, sir, and I think I know where the cow came 

fronn; she came from Europe and was sold to a milkman. 

» 

The Committee then adjourned till Saturday afternoon, 
at one o'clock. 



THIRD MEETING. 

Saturday, June 8, 1858. 

Present:— Aldermen Tuomey, Tucker, and Reed; 
Councilman Cross came in during the examination of Dr. 

Shanks. 

Mr. Tuomey, in opening the meeting, said : Gentlemen, 
the Committee has had a consultation with reference to 
counsel, and come to the conclusion that this is not a law 
question, so that they can ask all the questions, and we 
won't have any counsel in the case at all. Now the meet- 
ing is open, and any witnesses can be examined. 

Mr. Tucker— I will simply say, that a number of citi- 
zens stated to me that they were under the impression 
that this is a one-sided investigation ; that is, that the 
parties on the side of this- swill milk interest have em- 
ployed counsel, and on the other side there is no one to 
take it up and employ counsel, and therefore they think 
that this investigation is one-sided. Now, as this is a 
question of facts, and not of law, I see no necessity to em- 
ploy counsel at all, and I think the investigation will go 
on very satisfactorily without counsel. Therefore, as the 
Chairman has statea, the Committee have had a consulta- 
tion, and have come to the conclusion that no counsel will 
be allowed; but both parties will have an opportunity, 
and they can ask all the questions which they may desire. 
Any persons may ask questions through the Committee. 

Mr. George Moore — It seems to me that we are 
brought here on a very serious matter. We are charged 
with murdering a thousand infants a year; and I think it 



125 

is proper that the party who made that charge should sub- 
stantiate it. I think it is hardly necessary for us to prove 
negatives until we get positives. This matter will not 
stop with this investigation, let the decision of the Com- 
mittee be what it may. It will be carried further, and we 
want a strict investigation; and they may bring as many 
witneSes, and ask as many questions as they please, and 
we will agree not to object to any question which they 
may ask. 

Mr. Tucker — This Committee was not constituted for 
that purpose. You state that this matter is not to stop 
lere. Well, you have your redress in a court of law. 
This Committee, don't constitute a law court. This is an 
investigation as to the question, whether swill milk is 
detrimental to the public health or not ? That is not a 
law question; there is no law about it. It is a question 
of fact, and the Committee is competent to put those ques- 
tions itself. We don't want any lawyers here to put ques- 
tions, and cross-examine witnesses; we are competent to 
do it, and if we find that we are not competent to do it, 
we will report that to the Board of Health. 

Mr. MooBB — If you had been here at the last meeting, 
yon would have seen that some witnesses made some re- 
markable statements, that would not be borne out on 
cross-examination. , . 

Mr. Reed — The Committee are willing to put any 
question, by any gentleman on either side, through the 
Committee. 

Mr. Clinton — I thind that is just as good; we will put 
the questions that way. 

Mr. TucEEB — Questions dictated by counsel I would 
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not submit to. If these parties have counsel to dictate 
these questions, then I am opposed to it. 

Mr. Moore — Many of the witnesses on our side are not 
educated men; the witnesses on the other side are a differ- 
ent class of people; there should be some little allowauce 
made for that. 

Mr. Tucker — You can get Mr. Smith to question the 
witnesses; he is very competent to a^k all the questions 
they would want. I should be opposed to putting any 
question through th6 Committee, by the dictation of coun- 
sel; I do not think it is right or proper. The Committee 
were disposed to take up this investigation in an impar- 
tial manner, and carry it through for the interest of , the 
public. The Committee kntws no parties on either side* 
Mr. Leslie, have you any witnesses here? 

Mr. Leslie — You might examine the City Inspector; I 
am not the public prosecutor. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Leslie, we will put you on the stand. 

Mr. Leslie— There are plenty of other witnesses here; 
I want the City Inspector to be put on the stand; I deci- 
dedly object to be put on the stand until after the City 
Inspector and other witnesses are examined. 

Mr. Tucker — (To the Sergeant-atarms): Send over for 
the City Inspector. 

Mr. Leslie — Here is Mr. Kirk; he is one of his oflScers; 
you can put him on the stand in the absence of the City 
Inspector. (To Mr. Kirk): Is the City Inspector there? 

Mr. Kirk — He will be here in one moment. 

Mr. Morton presently mad^ his appearance, and 
then pteced upon the stand. 
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Testimony of George W. Morton. 

George W. Morton, the City Inspector, sworn, and 
examined: ' 

Mr. Tucker — (To the members of the Committee): I 
think this question in relation to the swill milk ought to 
be amended; because it is not confined to Sixteenth street, 
but includes Thirty-ninth street, and all other places. 

Mr. Morton — If the Committee will allow me to ob- 
serve: I don't know what was the action of the Board of 
Health a few days ago in relation to this matter, but I 
Jtnow the Committee was appointed; and if this is to be a 
legal investigation, I must say, in my judgment, that it 
has assumed a rather informal shape; and in order that 
the matter might be legally and properly investigated, I 
have given notice to the Mayor, so that a formal complaint 
mi^t be made, and the matter tested in accordance with 
the law. The 3d title, artide 1, section 1, and subdivision 
8, of an act entitled " An act relative to the public health 
in the city of New York," passed April 10, 1850, provides 
that ** It shall be the duty of the City Inspector, on com- 
plaint being made to him, or whenever he shall deem any 
business, trade or profession, carried on by any person or 
persons in the city of New York, detrimental to the public 
health, to notify such person or persons to show cause be; 
fore the Board of Health, at a time and place to be specified 
in such notice, why the same should not be discontinued or 
removed: which notice shall be a notice of not less than 
three days, (except in case of epidemic or pestilence^ the 
Board of Health may, by general order, direct a shorter 
time, not less than twenty-four I]k)urs,) and may be served 
by leaving the same at the place of business or residence 
of the parties to be affected thereby. Cause may be shown 
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by affidavit, and the order of the Board of Health shall be 
final and conclasive thereon." This Committee, as I un- 
derstand it, have the subject of investigation before them, 
bat whether it is upon a complaint or not I do not know. 
If it is, I would suggest that the parties have the three 
days' notice, so that the matter may be proceeded with in 
due form of law. 

Mr. Tucker — This investigation is not intended to be 
in the light of a legal investigation at all; it is merely to 
ascertain whether this milk aud these establishments are 
prejudicial to the public health, and to get at the facts in 
relation to the matter, and report them to the Board of 
Health, and then it will be for the Board of Health to di- 
rect any other course. There is no legal investigation 
taking place at all. It has been stated that this swill milk 
has been the cause of the murders, you may say, of eight 
thousand or ten thousand children a year, and that it is 
deleterious to the public health generally. Well, now the 
purpose for which this Committee was appointed was to 
investigate and get all the facts, in every possible way, 
and report them to the Board of Health. There was no 
complaint made in the matter. 

Mr. Morton — The reason I made those remarks was, 
that I understood the parties appeared here by counsel. 
As an executive officer, it being my duty to lay before the 
Board of Health whatever may be considered as a nni- 
sance, I made this suggestion in order that the question, 
might be determined in the proper manner. If this mat- 
ter is deleterious to the public health, we owe it as a duty 
to prohibit it; if, on the other hand, it might not be, this 
examination is of a dififererrt character. Now, one party 
appears by legal advice, and the other does not. 
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Mr. TuoMBT — We have had all that . 

Mr. TuOKEB — I was not here at the second meeting, or 
I should have objected to the interference of counsel. I 
did not know that there was any counsel present at the 
first meeting. Now, I do object to having any counsel 
on either side, because I do not think there is any neces- 
sity for it. 

Mr. Morton — I thought it was for the Committee to 
enquire into the matter. 

Mr. Beed — Yes; and report the facts to the Board. 

Mr. TuoMEY — The Committee don't want to smother 
anything at alL When Mr. Clinton was here the first 
day, Mr. Tucker did not object to it. 

Mr . TuOEEB— I did not know Mr. Clinton, or I should 
have objected then . 

Mr. Clinton — The Chairman of the Committee will do 
me the justice to say that I announced to him that I ap- 
peared for them. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Yes; and (turning to Mr. Tucker) he 
asked several questions here, and you didn't object. 

Mr. Morton — Since this matter has been before the 
Committee, I have deemed it my duty to put it in a proper 
shape, by hUnding to the Mayor, who is Chairman of the 
Board of Health, specific complaints, that it should be re- 
garded as a nuisance: first, that it is a local nuisance; and 
secondly, a nuisance which would arise from the sale of 
the milk and meat, which might be deemed unhealthy. 

[This communication will be found in the appendix, j 

Mr. Tucker — The Committee has nothing else under 
consideration but the question, whether this swill milk is 
iniurious to the public health or not ? 
9 
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Mr. Smith — I snggest, Mr. Chairman, that the resolu- 
tion be read to Mr. Morton. 

Mr. Tu.CKER — We might as well put this investigation 
in a prdper formi so that there may be no trouble about it 
hereafter. 

Mr. Reed then read the resolution of the Board of 
Health, passed on Monday, May 24th, 1858, appointing 
the Committee, which is as follows: " Resolved, That there 
be appointed a select Committee of five members of the 
Board, for the purpose of investigating, so far as may be 
practicable to do so, the character and condition of the 
sources from which cows' milk is derived for sale in this 
city ; and that they report the result of their investigation 
to this Board, together with such ordinance or ordinances 
regulating the stabling of milk that they may deem neces 
sary." 

Mr. Morton — Do you wish me, in giving my testimony, 
to make a statement, or to answer your questions ? 

Mr. Reed — State the facts. 

Mr. Morton — I will state, as concisely as possible, then: 
Having been attached to the City Inspector's Depart 
ment now some eight years, I have had some knowledge 
of this matter. My attention was first directed to these 
stables by Dr. White; and the question as to their health- 
fulness was sometimes raised, but I believe never has been 
very prominently urged. During the administration of 
Mr. Downing, complaints were made against the stables 
as a local nuisance. Examinations were made with re- 
ference to it; and Mr. Downing transmitted a communi- 
cation to the Common Council in regard to the sale of 
diseased meat, and also the sale of the milk of the cattle ' 
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kept in these stables. That commnnicatioD, I think, wa» 
made in 1854. 

Mr. Reed (interrupting) — Yes ; we have a copy of it. 

Mr. Morton (resuming) — It contained a chemical ana- 
lysis, made by Dr. Eeid, of milk which had been procure^d 
by Richard C^ Downing, Superintendent of Sanitary In-^ 
spection, from cows at the Sixteenth street stables; and 
also of milk which he had brought from the country. 
The report speaks for itself, and it is unnecessary for me 
to enter into any discussion about it. The views of the 
City Inspector are on record, and can be obtained by re- 
ference to the document. When assuming the duties of 
that office myself after being elected, although I had no 
complaint made directly to me against this matter, yet 
being cognizant of the fact that there were many cattle 
lost in these stables, I caused a watch to be placed upon 
them, in order to prevent the sale of any animal that 
should die by disease or accident within the limits. I had 
them watched night and day, and thus succeeded in pre- 
venting the sale of a number ; for very frequently the 
parties connected with th e stables would sell the animals 
after they died. There has been evidence on that point. 
When I was satisfied that the cattle were taken out of the 
stables after having died (and I will do them the justice 
to say, perhaps without the knowledge of the proprietors) 
I found that it was dressed and sold for meat. Tn one 
instance, about a year since, I was called from my house 
on Sunday, by objections having been made to permit the 
officers of the Department taking away a cow which was 
found in the slaughter-house opposite the Sixteenth street 
stables. That cow had evidently been dragged across the 
street in the early hours of the meriting, for the trail could 
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be distinctly traced. I found a crowd collected at the 
place. After making diligent search for the parties, I ob- 
tained admittance to the slaughter-house; and there I 
fonnd one cow with her throat cut, with a small quantity 
of blood on the ground. I caused it to be removed to the 
offal dock in Forty-fifth street, and had an examination 
made of the cow. Mr. Kirk, the Health Warden of the 
Seventeenth Ward examined it. The liver and lungs were 
found to be in a state of congestion. In cutting the lungs 
open, the matter poured from it in considerable quantity. 
At that time I called on the superintendent of the stables, 
and he seemed to be willing to give every facility for the 
removal of these cows. I do him the justice to say, that 
he stated that the proprietors and parties in charge there 
were unwilling to have any taken away. But, neverthe- 
less, I found great diflBiculty in having them removed. I 
fonnd still greater difGiculty in Thirty-ninth street. I had 
officers on the watch night and day ; they were threa^ 
ened, and I told them to be prepared to meet all assaults. 
This does not pertain directly upon the question of the 
swill milk; but as it is connected with the whole subject, 
I state the facts. 

Mr. Tucker — You say you had one of those cattle dis- 
sected ? Were there any means used to ascertain whether 
those cows had given milk immediately previous to their 
death ? 

A. I have no direct knowledge of that matter. I think 
the man's name was Thomas, who owned the cow. I 
would not be positive, however; the parties mentioned 
the circumstance; and I don't know but that I may do in- 
justice by stating what others said. 
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Mr. Tucker — What was the general opinion? You 
can state what the inference was ? 

A. It was supposed at that time that the cow had been 
milked up to the day before she died ; but I do not en- 
dorse the statement ; I give it for what it is worth. 

Mr. Smith — These remarks, Mr. Chairman, have a very 
bad effect upon the public mind. 

Mr. TuoMBY — We do not take them ; we only consider 
that which is proper evidence. 

Mr. Smith — But they are taken down and given to the 
public. 

Mr. Morton — I wish to do justice to the community, and 
justice to the parties too, and therefore I state this matter 
for what it is worth. I know nothing about the cow, only 
that I traced her across the street from the Sixteenth St.. 
stables, caused her to be taken away to the offal dock, and 
had her opened. 

Mr. TiJOMEY — We don't want witnesses to state that 
which is not proof. Go on and state what you know of 
your own knowledge. 

Mr- Tucker — I would ask you, Mr. Morton, what was 
youT opinion from all the facts you ascertained there? 
^8 a public officer, it was your duty to ascertain all the 
facts so far as you could. What conclusion did you come 
"to, if any, whether that cow had given milk up to the 
t^ime of her death ? 

A, I made no inquiries to obtain any information with 
reference to that. I could hardly find out who was the 
owner. 

Q. What was your opinion ? 

A. My opinion is scarcely evidence ; but I will give it> 
if it is necessary to do so. 
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Mr. Tucker — I think it is necessary for you, as a pub- 
lic officer, to give the Committee all the information you 
possess in relation to this matter. 

Mr. Morton — I am instructed by the Chairman that I 
must tell only what I know from my own knowledge. 

Mr. Tucker — We want your opinion now . 

A. My opinion was, that the cow had been in the stable 
until daylight that morning . 

Q. What was your opinion as to her being milked? 

A. I don't know that I could give an opinion. Mr. 
Kirk, who made the examination, is here, and he is more 
skilled in that matter than I am . I thought, from the 
trail across the street, that she had been in the stable until 
three o'clock that morning. 

Mr. Reed — And dragged across the street ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

<J. Mr. Morton, from whom did you receive the infor- 
mation that this cow was there ? 

A. Mr. Travis, attached to the Department, Mr. Wil-: 
son, and Mr. Tripp, the Health Warden of the Sixteenth 
Ward, were there. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Morton, about how many of these 
cows to your knowledge have died, and been taken away 
from the stables, both Sixteenth and Thirty-ninth streets, 
within the last eighteen months? 

A. I cannot give you that information ; I can give jou 
the number of cattle taken away by the offal contractor. 
Perhaps the parties off the dock there can give you thS 
information. 

[The following facts upon the subject were handed the 
Committee by Mr. Morton, after he had left the stand.] 
*' There have been seized and removed by the officers of 
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the City Inspector's Department this year, as contained 
in twenty-three weekly reports : one hundred and fifteen 
cows, forty-two calves, three hundred and thir^-one 
swine, and twelve sheep, the death of which has been the 
the result of accident or disease. Besides this, about 
three hundred and sixty quarters of '* bob'' veal, thirty- 
nine quarters of diseased mutton, and three diseased hogs, 
which were taken from the several markets, having been 
dressed and brought thereto ^or the purpose^ of sale. 
Several lots of diseased hams were also taken; one lot 
numbering fifty-seven, twenty-four quarters of beef, which 
were deemed unsound on account of injuries, were at one 
time removed from the market " 

Mr. Morton continued : So far as the stables are con- 
cerned, I would state that you might send for the drivers 
of those ofial carts ; they can give you more information " 
than I can. 

Mr. Tucker — Have you been in the habit of visiting 
these stables? 

A. No, sir ; I have had too many other duties to 
perform 

Q. You didn't visit them? 

A. Yes, sir, I visited them, but I didn't make any ex- 
amination . 

Q. When did you last visit them? 

A. I cannot say; but I was through them yesterday. 

Q. Was that the first time? 

A. I do not know that it was the first time, but I think 
I might have gone through them a number of years ago; 
I gave orders to my ofl&cers to visit them frequently. 

Q. You have no knowledge of the condition of the 
place three months ago? 
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A. Personally^ I haye not; officially, through my officers, 
I have. 

Mr. TuoEEB — That we can get out of them . 

Mr. Beed — Can you give as any information, Mr. Oity 
Inspector, in relation to swill milk? Have yon ever used 
it, or do yon know any other people who use it? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Have you ever known it to injure anybody thi|t 
used it? 

A. I cannot say that I have; I cannot say that people 
have an opportunity of knowing whether they are using 
it or not; sometimes it is called Westchester and Orange 
county, and other counties' milk — [merriment]. 

Q. Nothing has come to your knowledge, that swill 
milk has injured anybody? 

^ A. I cannot say, directly, whether it has or has not; I 
examined those stables, at Sixteenth street, yesterday, and 
will give you the resuU of that examination: there is a 
building about two hundred and fifty feet long, containing 
twelve stables, having stalls for thirty cows; fifteen on a 
side, thus giving accommodation for three hundred and 
sixty cows; the stalls are each three feet wide, with a 
separating partition between them, of three feet in depth. 

Mr. Tucker— (Interrupting) — I don't think it is neces- 
sary for Mr. Morton to go into this explanation. 

Mr. Morton — I give this, because there is a ^eat dif- 
ference in the way some of the cows are kept, compared 
with othars there. 

Mr. TuoMEY-The Committee has had all this evidence. 

Mr. Morton — There are some of the stables which I 
think would be healthful in the summer time, and others 
that would be close and unhealthy. 
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Mr, Tucker — Go on, then, and give ns your opinion. ' 

Mr. Morton — (resuming) — And from the post of which, 
to the opposite post, is twelve feet, making a space of 
eighteen feet, from head to head of the cattle; one gang- 
way, about two feet wide, is left between each feed trough, 
making about twenty feet width to each stable, by forty- 
five feet depth, for the accommodation, as I stated before, 
of thirty cows; the height of the ceiling is seven feet; 
the means of ventilation consist in two doors on one side, 
and a window, twenty by thirty inches, and a door on the 
opposite side; besides which, a hole has been made over 
the middle of the .feed gangway, of about two by three 
feet, into the loft above; there are eight stables in an op- 
posite shed, similar, in every respect, which will accom- 
modate two hundred and forty cows; that is the condition 
of those stables in the shed; I should say decidedly, giv- 
ing it as a matter of opinion, that those stables, with such 
a number of cows in them as they will hold, (although 
they are not full at present), in hot and sultry weather, 
could not be otherwise than have a bad influence, and that 
the cows would be in an unhealthy and feverish state; I 
also examined a number of brick stables on the premises, 
and they were much better; there is a brick building in 
Fifteenth street, containing twelve stables each. 

Mr. Tucker — (interrupting.) — Let me ask you one ques- 
tion, in relation to the other stables: did you notice cows 
lying down? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. JVas there suflScient room between those cows? 

A. In my judgment, I should say not; some of the cows 
were compelled to lie with their fore feet under them, in 
a sort of erect position; (Mr. Morton illustrated the po- 
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sition); the Fifteenth street brick stables contain ten ia 
number, and each is separated by a brick wall, so that 
there is no connection through to the others, and venti- 
lated by flues, on each side, up to the roof, with large 
doors and windows; I think that those were well venti- 
lated, and, in the warmest weather, would be calcalatod 
to give a good circulation, and keep the cattle in good 
condition; the height of the ceiling, in these stables, is 
twelve feet; and they are about twenty-five feet wide, and 
fifty-four feet in depth, and are capable of accommodating 
three hundred cows; there is a row of stables opposite, of 
a similar character; I give these facts, in order to explain 
the diflference that may be made, between keeping cattle 
confined, in a small, close place, and in a well ventilated 
stable, especially during the months of July and August— 
what the difference must be upon cattle, under those cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. Tucker — That stable was in good condition, 
was it? 

A. In a good, cleanly condition; there is no fear so far 
as that is concerned . 

Q. How did the cattle look? 

A. Healthful; those that were there; but that brick 
stable looked like *' a banquet hall deserted." 

Mr. Reed — Did you see any cows with sores? 

A. There were some chafes, apparently healthful. 

Mr, Tucker — You say that brick stable was in a good 
condition? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you use the milk, knowing that it* was 
brought from that stable? 

A. I might say yes; perhaps I would so much so, as I 
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would any other couDtry milk; but, I should prefer to use 
my milk, knowing where the cows came from, and who 
milked them; I think the gentlemen engaged in the busi- 
ness, would agree with me in that. 

Mr. Ttjomet — There can be a little dirt in the country 
as well as in the city? 

A. 0, certainly; I would say that the brick stables 
would be free from the objectionable feature which would 
be manifested in the sheds during the hot and sultry 
season; if there was a distemper, it would be likely to 
affect the whole of the stables in the shed; but, where 
they would be separated, as in the brick stables, with a 
free current of air constantly passing through, they would 
not be so likely to catch the disease. 

Q. Did you examine the Thirty-ninth street stables? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q • How did you find those? 

A. About in the same condition as the sheds in Six- 
teenth street. 

Q. What was the condition of the cows? 

A. Scarcely as good, because their yard is not paved# 
and there is no sewer in the street; the refuse flows off to 
the Tenth avenue; the drainage there is not equal to what 
is required. 

Q. How did the condition of the cows appear in Six- 
teenth street? 

A. I have stated that I am not an expert in cattle, and 
I should prefer to have you take thet opinion of a butcher; 
80 far as I could judge, they appeared to be in a good con- 
dition; I did'nt see any sick ones. 

Mr. Beed — Did you see any with sores on? 

A. No, sir; only where they were chafed. 
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Mr. Tucker — How was their tails? (Laughter) . 

A. I don't know; somewhat after the fashion of Core- 
ner Connery 's cow . (Renewed laughter) • Since this ex- 
citement about the swill milk sprang up, I had another 
examination of an offal cow, at the offal dock; it was 
found to be in a diseased state, but not in as bad condition 
as the other; although she was evidently diseased, it was 
a disease of a different kind; with reference to the pecu- 
liar disease of which she died, I understood, from conver- 
sation with the parties, that it was a fever or distemper, 
which made its appearance here soma years ago; tome, 
the fever appeared to be incident to the disease; it be- 
comes a question, whether death would ensue soon, or 
whether it takes a long time to develop itself ; the liver 
of the cow was of the ordinary size; the lungs were not 
so much swollen; and in cutting through the liver, it was 
like cutting through sand, and the lungs contained a quan- 
tity of matter; if that was the distemper, which that cow 
had, I should say it was congestion of the lungs; now, if 
that was the case, I should not judge that the disease was 
a disease of a few hours, but that it would be the effect of 
the bad ventilation which would produce this result — con- 
gestion of the lungs; how far such a disease might pro- 
gress, before it would develop itself to those who are con- 
versant with the state of cows, that, (as I am not), of 
course I cannot say. 

Mr. Reed — Have you ever examined a cow that has 
died of this epidemic? was this cow represented to have 
died with this disease? 

A. So far as I had conversation with the parties, they 
seemed to think that was the disease of which she died. 
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Q. Are you aware that the disease is confiaed to the 
stables, or is it a universal disease all over the country? 

A. I have heard that it was a disease all over, particu- 
Idrlj among the cattle in the Western and Southwestern 
states, especially in Ohio; a butcher told me, he could re* 
cognize the Ohio cattle by the development of this disease; 
whether they were swill fed cattle, or fed on a farm, of 
course I cannot tell* I have heard, too, that some of the 
meat of the swill-fed cows was the best that they had in 
some instances; but, I think it would be equally fair to 
say, that some of it was as bad, and worse. 

Mr. Reed — No diseased meat, of any kind, would be 
healthy? 

Mr. Morton — I have caused a large quantitj^ of diseased 
meat to be removed, particularly from the 1st of May, 
1857, as since that time I have had supervision over the 
various markets; and, almost daily, the attention of butch- 
ers would be called to meat which bore outward signs of 
this disease; the lungs of a diseased cow grow fast to the 
side; but, in dressing it, they take off the inner coating, 
80 as to conceal the disease or ulceration . 

Q. Do you know where this meat came from? 

A. I cannot say; they say it was left there early in the 
morning, for them to sell on commission; I am satisfied, 
that a large quantity comes from Brooklyn, over the 
Houston street ferry. 

Q. Do you know whether any came from any other 
parts ot the state? 

A. I do not know, sir; I believe there was a considora- 
bel quantity came from Brooklyn . 
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Testimony of Charles Tripp. 

Charles Tripp, swora and examined: 

Mr. Reed — What is your business, Mr. Tripp? » 

A. Health Warden. 
' Q. Of what ward? s 

A. The Sixteenth Ward. 
" Q. Will you please state to the Committee, what the 
condition of those stables in Sixteenth street is, whether 
you have seen any sick cows there; and, if so, how many? 

A. I have seen cows there that were sick, occasionally, 
sir, but the number of cows these last two years or over 
has not been as large there as before that time. 

Q^oTge W- Morton recalled. 

The examination of Mr. Tripp was suspended for a 
few moments, in order that Mr. Tucker might ask Mr. 
Morton another question. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Morton, it has been said that Mr. 
Smith said to you that he would not drink that milk; is 
that so ? 

A. One of the gentlemen connected with the stables 
there — I believe it was the Superintendent, Mr. Smith — 
said, in a conversation with me one time, in speaking of the 
matter, that he desired an investigation, and he pointed 
to his boy, a fine chubby fellow, and said that was a spc 
cimen of swill milk; I asked him if he would allow the 
milk to be used, or take it himself when it came from the 
stables, and he said that there were some parties that he 
would not care about having it from, and some other par- 
ties he would. 
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Examination of Charles Ttipp resnmed. 

The examination of Mr. Tripp was then resumed. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Tripp, are yon in the habit of visit- 
ing these stables ? 

A. Yes, air, 

Q. How often ? 

A. Well, sir, sometimes once a week, and sometimes 
once a fortnight. 
^ Q. Is it your duty to visit it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How loDg have you been Health Warden of the 
Ward? 

A. Five years last May. ^ 

Q. And during that while you have been in the habit 
of visiting them? 

A. Not so often for the last two years, as five years ago; 
some of the cows have been removed; there were com- 
plaints made about the milk, and I was requested to 
watch them. 

Mr. Reed — You say they were removed; when was 
that 7 

A. Three years ago. 

Mr. Tucker — How would the condition of these stables 
compare on the Ist of March last with the way they are 
noWy at the present time ? 

A. About the same thing, sir. 

Q. Were they in as good condition— as cleanly as they 
are now ? 

A. Yes, sir, I think they were. 

Q. Well, do you know, of your own knowledge ? 

A. I do know, of my own knowledge. 
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Q. How many of those cows have died out of those Six — 
teenth street stables within the last six months ? 

A. I donH know, sir. 

Q. How many within the last three months? ^ 

A. I don't know, sir. "^ 

Q. Do you know that there has been any ? 

A. I know that cows have been carried away from^ 
thare. 

Mr. TuoMEY— By whom ? 

A. By the oflFal contractor. * 

Mr. Tucker — You don't know the number ? 

A. I don't know the number, sir; I have seen five or 
six taken from the stables within the last three months, 
and two within the last three weeks; these were taken 
away by the oflfal contractor's cart. 

Mr, Beed — You say you have been once or twice a 
week there; have you seen any of those cows milked with 
the other cows to supply customers with ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — Do you know what the habit is as to the 
milking of these cows? 

A. I do not know, sir. 

Q. Do you know that they are milked for any purpose 
when they are sick ? 

A. I do not know of the fact; I never saw it. 

Mr. Tuomey — What has been the condition of those 
cows, a year back, and now; how would they compare? 

A. Last August I made a thorough examination; there 
were eight hundred and thirty-three at that time in the 
stables. 

Q. How was their general condition ? 
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A. The general condition was very good ; probablj 
fifteen or twenty didn't look so well. 

Mr. Reed — Did you find any sores ? 

A. I did not; I saw some three or fonr that had the 
skin rubbed off by lying down. 

Q. Did you see any with ulcerous sores on ? 

A« I did not. 

Mr. TuoMEY — What condition were the stables in 7 
^ A. In very good condition, for the last two years. 

Mr. Reed— Since you have been Health Warden have 
you seen any in those stables; any cows with ulcerated 
sores on — running sores? 

A. I never did . 

Q. Well, you are sure you did hot ? 

A. I know I did not; is that satisfactory ? 

Mr. Tucker — Did you see them with short tails? 

A. I saw them where I supposed the tails had been cut 
off. 

Q. Ulcerated tails? 

A. I could not say they were ulcerated; many cows 
looked as if their Jiails had been cut off recently . 

Q. Did you make any inquiries as to why they had 
been cut off? 

A. No sir; I supposed it was to prevent them whisking 
in a person's face when he is milking. 

Mr. Reed — Would one of those cows give milk when 
she is sick ? 

A. I don't know; I suppose a very sick cow would not 
give milk; I am not much acquainted with cows in the 
city; I was on a farm and used to milk, in my younger 

10 
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"days, up to the time I was twenty years of age; we had 
twenty-five or thirty there. 

Q. When cows get sick do they give milk, as a general 
thing ? 

A. No, sir; they dry up very soon. 

Q. Suppose you had a new milch cow in the country, 
would you let her dry up ? 

A. No, sir, they would not let her dry up. 

Mr. Tucker— »I thought you stated that they would 
€Oon dry up — would not the farmers milk them? * 

A. No, sir; I say they would dry up of themselves; a 
•cow that is sick and cannot eat, cannot give milk; a cow 
that is sick for some time cannot give milk. 

Q. How long have you been in this city, with the Gity 
Inspector? 

A. Five years last May . 

Q. Within the last five years, have those stables been 
in a more uncleanly condition, as a general thing, than 
they are at present? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. They are cleaner now than they were originally? 

A. They are cleaner now than they w^e two years ago; 
the drains are better constructed and in a better condition. 

Q. You say you have been in, and saw all those stables 
frequently, within the last two years? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you notice as to the feed of those cows, how 
they fed them? 

A. I have seen swill there. 

Q. What else — anything? 

A. And hay there. 



1« 

Testimony of Lewis J. Eirk. 

Lewis J. Kibe sworn and examined. 

Mr. TuoMEY — What is your business ? 

A. Health Warden. 

Mr. Tucker— Which Ward ? 

A. The Seventeenth Ward. 

Q. Mr. Kirk, have you visited these Sixteenth street 
stables ? 

A. I never was into them but once, sir, and that was 
the day the Committee was there. 

Q. Well, have you ever visited any of those cow stables? 

A. The Thirty-ninth street, once; that was prior to the 
Committee's being there. 

Q. What condition did you find them in at that time? 

A. About the same condition it was in the day the 
Committee was there. 

Q. How long previous to that was it? 

A. Six or eight months; we were watching the Btables 
at that time; it was understood that cows were sent away 
from there that died. 

Q. Did you dissect a cow 7 

A. I dissected several of them . 

Q. Several that came from these stables? 

A* I do not know where they came from; I was told 
they came from the Sixteenth street scabies; that was 
from the parties that brought them— the offal contractors. 

Q. You believed it was so at the time ? 

A. I have no doubt of it. 

Q. Well, how did you find them. 

A. The one that Mr. Morton mentioned, the first cow 
that I dissected, was very much diseased, more so than 
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I ever saw any cow prior to that time. I dissected one 
since, though, that was worse than that was« 

Q. Are there any means whereby you could ascertain 
whether that cow had been milked up to the time to her 
sickness or death ? 

A. I do not know, but there was milk in her bag after 
ahe was dead. I milked all the cows that I dissected. 
They all had milk, with the exception of one that had a 
cake in her bag. 

Mr. Tucker — If she had milk in her bag, she was a 
cow they could milk previous to her death; that is a sore 
thing? 
A. That I could not say. 
Mr. Reed — Did you ever dissect a dry cow 7 
A. I have dressed dry cows. 

Q. Did you ever find anything in the bag when you cut 
it open ? 

A* Yes, sir, there is a thick creamy substance that will 
come out of the bag of a healthy cow. 
Mr. Tucker— Pus ? 

A. I could not say pus; I am a butcher; there is an 
oily, creamy substance that comes out of their bag; but 
that is not milk; but that could not be milked out. In 
cutting the teats off, this substance will ooze up in the bag; 
any butcher is conversant with that. 

Mr. Reed — That's so. You say you have dissected 
some five or six of these cows ? 
A. I have dissected four. 

Mr. Tucker — What was the condition of them, gene- 
rally ? 
A. Well, they were bought, then, for flesh. 
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Mr. Reed — Alderman Tucker wants to know how they 
were affected inside ? Were the lungs diseased ? 

A. One lung was very much diseased, and both the 
lungs were as hard as they could be, and filled with 
corruption. 

Q. Were the whole of the lungs affected in that way ? 

A. No, sir; itis the first cow I am speaking of. The top 
of the left lobe of the lung was all that the cow could use; 
the rest was hard; the tubes were all stopped up, some 
stopped up by swill, and some by corruption and pus. 

Mr. Tucker — How was the state of the liver ? 

A. The liver of this one was diseased, but as a general 
thing the livers of swill cows are healthy, more so -than 
other cows, as a general thing. 

Q. Did you ever open the intestines to see the con- 
dition of the animals ? 

A. No, sir, not the intestines; I have, opened the sto- 
mach, and what is called the book. 

Q. Were they ulcerated ? 

A. No, sir, not ulcerated, but their muscles are not 
as strong as they are in healthy animals. 

Mr. Seed — Did you ever open a cow that was fed in 
the swill stable, and find ulcers in the small intestines ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Reed — If it passes into the stomach it passes into 
the book ? 

A. I never found any ulcers. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Have you ever dressed many of these 
swill fed cows ? 

A. No, sir, not as a general thing. 

Q. Have you ever dressed any ? 
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A. Noy sir, I don't know that I have ever dressed a 
Bwill cow in my life, but I have dressed cows. 

Q. Yon have seen a good many of them dressed, I sup- 
pose, havn't yon ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was their condition T 

A. The meat of those that are properly fatted is very 
good. 

Q. Do yon know that butchers are in the habit of 
going and buying these cows 7 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. What is their opinion of it generally ? 

A. The old butchers in the city wouldn't buy it, bat 
shoemakers and Jews, and such persons that go into the 
business do, but they ain't butchers. The men that can 
make the tongue and fat oS it, they buy it. 

Q. What do they (butchers), generally deal in ? 

A. They generally deal in stall-fed cattle. These other 
cows are sold in Barren island, as a general thing. 

Mr. Tucker — It has been said that when this disease 
takes place in one of those cattle, it becomes fatal in a 
very short time. What is your opinion of that matter, 
from what you have seen in your dissections ? 

A. I am under the impression that it is not a very 
quick disease; I am under the impression that it tak^ 
time for this tubercular matter to form in the lungs; it 
cannot form quickly. I am under the impression that 
the particles of the food get into the pipes of the stomach 
and choke it up, and there ulcerates in the lungs. These 
ulcerations in the lungs cause the lungs to grow fast to 
the ribs . 
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Mr. Reed — Do you know whether this disease circu- 
lates in the surrounding country ? 

A. No, sir, I never saw it in anything else, since I was 
fifteen years of age, except in a swill cow. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whether this 
disease is to be found among dry fed cattle, in the 
country ? 

A. I dotit know. I have dressed dry fed cattle; they 
had sagey or morbid livers, but no ulcerated lungs. ^^^ 

Mr. TuoMEY — You have heard that there was a disease t 

A. Yes, sir, amoog horses, but I do not think, in my 
own opinion, that it is this distemper which is among the 
swill stables. I am under the impression that this dis- 
temper is caused by the food getting into the pipes of the 
lungs, and choking them up. 

Mr. Reed — Would it be likely to choke a cow to death t 

A. I have found it in all the swill fed cattle I .have cut 
up; I found it in the pipes of the lungs. 

Q. In the lobe of the lung ? • 

A. Yes, sir; in cutting the lung open, I found the 
food in it. 

Mr. Tucker — You have been acquainted with cattle 
for a long time ? 

A. Yes, sir, since I can renncmber. 

Q. What is your opinion as to the condition of those 
cattle in these stables, now ? What is your opinion as to 
the health ? that is, would it conduce to t)ie health of the 
cattle, by eating the swill, and being fed as they are with 
hay ? 

A. I am under the impression that cattle would be 
healthier if left to roam about; in fact I am positive that 
cattle would be healthier; it stands to reason that they 
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would be better to rua about. You can put geese under 
a bed and fatten them; in fact, that is the way they are 
fatted. 
Mr. TgoMBY — They are healthy, though ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Reed — ^You say you are a butcher. In passing 
through that stable did you think those cattle were healthy 
. or unhealthy ? • 

. A. I thought they were healthy cattle. 
Q. Did you see any there that appeared to be ulcerated? 
A. I saw a sick cow. But I must say that the cattle I 
saw there and at Thirty-ninth street, take them as a body, 
are the finest lot of cattle I ever saw in my life; but I 
should prefer country fed beef to that. 

Q. You say, from your experience that they are 
healthy? 

A. Yes, sir, they are healthy, and are the finest lot of 
cattle I ever saw. 

Q. Hiow were the outward parts of the first cow you 
dissected ? were there any running ulcers on her ? 

A. The last cow I dissected was diseased worse than 
any other cow I ever saw. 

Q. How were the outward parte of that cow ? 
A. She had an ulcer on her hip, caused, in my opinion, 
by lying down, but it was an ulcer, not a bruise, or not a 
• chafe. 

Q. A running sore ? 

A. Yes, sir; when we turned the cow aver, the bloody 
matter oozed out of the hip, and the lungs were • in the 
worst state I ever saw lungs in; in fact it took me an 
hour and a quarter to get them out of the cow, and any * 
one that knows, as a butcher knows, about dissecting cows, 
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bottom to the top [of the lung], sixteen inches long by 
four inches across, and there was a branch from that 
which run to the heart, and the casing grew fast to the 
heart. Another cow had a diseased bag. These cows 
didn't die, they had been knocked in the head — I was told 
60, and that they came from the Sixteenth street stablee. 
I suppose that fact can be derived from the men who took 
them. 

Mr. Tucker — I suppose that is all. — As to the effect of 
this inoculation, do you know anything about it? 

A . This inoculation, in my opinion, prevents the cows 
from taking this disease of the lungs; I was just going to 
state that, when you said you were done; this cow with 
the diseased bag, in cutting the bag off, I suppose there 
was a quart of corruption in it, which spirted about ten 
yards; the lung of that cow was healthy; these cows did 
not die; they had been knocked in the head. 

James Aitchison re-called again. 

Mr. TuoMET — The question is about these two cows 
that the Health Warden has just spoken of, and which he 
dissected. How long had they been in the stable? 

A. The first one was in two weeks, and she was knocked 
in the head, and the contractor's cart took her away. 

Mr. Reed — Where did she come from? 

A. The Sixteenth street stables; the first one had been 
in two weeks. 

Q. There was a cow taken from the stables when Mr. 
Morton was present? 

A. That was eighteen months ago; I sent for Mr. Mor- 
ton at that time; this cow died on Saturday, and Mr. 
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Thomas intended giving it to the bone man on Sanday 
morning, but before he came it was taken over to the 
slaughtcr-hoase, to take the skin off, to sell it; when the 
bone man came, I told him to go to the proper authorities 
and have it taken from them; about an hour after that Mr. 
Morton and his officers came; I went for a crowbar, and 
officer Tripp broke open the door. That is the whole story 
about that. 

Mr. TuOMEY — You sent for Mr. Morton? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Reed — How long had this cow been in the stable? 

A. I don't^know, sir; that cow had been in the stables 
two weeks. 

. Mr. Smith — ^Were there any sores on that cow when she 
was taken away? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. KiBK — Do you recollect a short-tailed cow that had 
an ulcer on her breast? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you recollect a brindled cow, with ^ cake in her 
bag? 

A. There was a red cow with a cake in her bag; we 
have got the cow that Mr. Leslie has cut up in his paper 
— we have that cow yet. 

Mr. Reed — There was a cow, as I understand from Mr. 
Smith, that was in the stable two weeks, that was knocked 
in the head, and sent to the dissectors? 

A. That was the cow that was in the papers the next 
day, cut up in small pieces; [laughter] she hadn't a sore 
upon her body; she had been in the stable two weeks. 

Q. This cow that I speak of is a cow that was dissected 
on the blood dock; Mr. Morton and some parties wore 
present, and it was illustrated in Mr. Leslie's paper. 
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A. No, sir; it [the paper | was out before that. [Laugh- 
ter.] 
Q. Before the examination was made of the cow? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Testimony of Dr. John Shanks* 

Dr. John Shanks sworn, and examined: 

Mr. TuoMET — Where do you live? 

A. 254 West Thirty-second street. 

Mr. Tucker — What is this witness to prove? 

Mr. TuoMEY — The- healthfulness of the neighborhood, 
etc. 

Mr. Tucker— Go on. 

Mr. Reed — Doctor, will you state to us how would the 
general health of the neighborhood of the Sixteenth street 
stables compare with other parts of the city, at the pres- 
ent time? 

A. I do not know that it is any way inferior to any part 
of the city, as regards the general health of the residents 
of that neighborhood . 

Q. Have you ever been in the Sixteenth street stables, 
and examined them? 

A. I did not examine them particularly, but I have been 
in them some eight or nine years ago; I walked through 
them; I know nothing regarding the swill milk, further 
than what I derived from listening to a report on the sub- 
ject in a certain meeting; it was the analysis of the swill 
milk that was then presented that drew my attention to 
the subject. 

[The analyses of milk No. 1, and A, were shown to the 
witness.] 
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Mr. Bbbd — Doctor, I want joa to state as to the health 
of these two different milks; how wonld they compare? 

A. I see there is a difference, of course, in the relative 
proportions of certain elements composing the milk; but 
in none of those have there been detected a particle of de- 
leterious matter, or such as would be deleterious to the 
health of the infantile stomach; some have a little less of 
the butter; that is in the swill milk; there are some six 
parts in a thousand less in the swill milk than in the coun- 
try milk; I see nothing, I cannot discover any thing at all 
in this analysis of swill milk that would be considered de- 
leterious to the nutriment of the human stomach; I think 
it appears to be even a little more digestible than the 
country milk, for this reason: that it contains less of the 
indigestible materials which enter into the composition of 
milk; and that is of the butter; butter is rather an indi- 
gestible article in the human stomach, and it was admitted 
by a man of my profession, who was on the stand pre- 
viously — Dr. Griscom — that he considered country milk 
was better adapted to the infantile stomach when it was 
watered; that would appear to me to reduce it more to 
the condition of swill milk; clearly it would be more di- 
gestible; and as regards the coagulation of the milk in the 
human stomach, there is no fact that can be established 
from the experiment made, (to which Dr. Griscom refer- 
red); for, in speaking of the two milks being put in bot- 
tles, which were placed in water to about the temperature 
of the stomach, he did not take into consideration that the 
living energy was absent in the warm water; he didn't 
take into consideration the solvent matter and the gastric 
juice, which would have a very powerful effect upon the 
stomach; I should not consider that there was any fact es- 
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tablished, that one milk was more injarioas than tho other, 
or even more indigestible than the other; this subject was 
brought np eight or nine years ago, and it was then that I 
first thought of it; it was brought up after certain efforts 
had been made by a Grand Jury, without producing any 
sctisfactory results to the complainants; then application 
was made to the Common Council, with a view of getting 
them to take the subject of swill milk and these establish- 
ments into their consideration, for the purpose of getting 
an ordinance passed considering them as a nuisance; the 
Committee reported against the prayer of the petitioners 
at that time, and then it went to the other Board of the 
Common Council; I noticed that immediately after that, 
this subject was brought into a scientific audience; after 
all the proper tribunals had been applied to, in order to 
haye this subject taken into consideration by them, and 
thej had refused to condemn it as a nuisance, it was 
brought before that scientific body by way of resolution to 
take this subject into consideration; and that resolution 
was passed, and then a Committee was appointed to in- 
vestiglite the matter, and a report was made, and it was 
on the reading of that report that the subject of the swill 
milk was brought to my knowledge. 

Mr. Bebd — That was the College of Physicians, doctor? 

A. Yes, sir; at that time there was a resolution attached 
to the report calling upon that body to call this swill milk 
a deleterious article of diet for the infantile world and to 
all; but in the report there was nothing to justify the pre- 
sentation of that resolution; and so I opposed it, and then 
an interesting discussion took place, and the resolution 
was rejected. 

Q. Was this at the Academy of Medicine, doctor? 
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A. Yes, sir, it was some years ago. 

Mr. Tucker— Doctor, then you don't agree with the 
current opinion, tlmt there are from eight to ten thousand 
infants a year killed by this swill milk? 

A- Certainly not; / consider swiU milk a harmless bev- 
erage; not a particle can be proved against it; it has been 
analyzed by gentlemen who would scorn to give any other 
than a faithful analysis of the milk, and in their analysis 
there was not a particle of deleterious element in that swill 
milk— not a particle; all they discovered was that there 
were fewer of the elements of butter, a little more of the ca- 
sein, and a little less of the sugar; and that was all the ba- 
sis from which these gentlemen would make it appear that 
the thing was deleterious; and as regards the mass of re- 
solutions and publications on the subject of swill milk, I 
look upon it as a mere piling up of words, words, words; 
nothing leis than what a diseased imagination can effect' 
and based upon premises not having a well authenticated 
fact to establish it. 

Mr. Tucker — Do you speak from your own knowledge? 

A. Certainly; from the knowledge derived from the 
analysis of the milk; that is all I know about it; from the 
analysis made by scientific gentlemen. 

Q- Do you use that swill milk in your family ? 

A. I cannot say that I do ; I never made that inquiry ; 
I presume 1 have ; I cannot tell ; I never saw any injuri- 
ous effects from its use ; I have been a long time in that 
neighborhood and among families, and I have seen many 
cases of infantile disease — cholera infaiitum^ as it is called ; 
but I have never seen a case that I could attribute to the 
swill milk ; nothing of the kind. Nor were these cases 
more prevalent in the neighborhood at that time than in 
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any other part of the city. Cholera injantum is not a 
disease incident to swill milk, or incident to a certain sea* 
son of the year ; it might be produced by nurses eating 
green fruit. There is a great lot of miserable. stuff said 
upon the subject of its being deleterious ; there is not a 
particle of proof to it! 

Mr. Reed— Do you recollect on whose resolution this 
subject was introduced into the Academy of Medicine 7 

A. I could' mention the name, but I don't think it was 
proper to bring that subject before this body. I didnH 
come here of my own accord ; I was surprised that the 
subject was brought into any scientific body to be con- 
sidered ; I was very much surprised at the time, indeed ; 
and lately, since this investigation has been in progress 
before your Honors, I have been surprised to find that in 
two scientific bodies resolutions have been presented with 
a view to get those bodies to coincide with the present 
hue and cry and public clamor with regard to the subject 
of swill milk. 

Mr. TuGKEB — Is that not a subject of consideration at 
present in a scientific body T 

A. Certainly it is. 

Q. You said you were surprised at seeing the subject 
presented to a scientific body ? 

A. I was surprised. 

Q, Why? 

A. Because I didn't think the circumstances would jus- 
tify the bringing of that subject before the public at the 
present time. 

Q. Why not ? ^ 

A. In order to enhance the hue and cry ; most scientific 
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men knowi when they examine the Bnbject, that it is all a 
humbug. 

Q, What is the best way to quiet the public mind ^- 
referring it to a scientific body ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You said you were surprised that that subject should 
be taken up by a scientific body ? 

A. I said, Now— a few weeks ago ; it has been taken up 
within the last few weeks, with a view of getting a scien- 
tific body to coincide with the public hue and cry, and 
public clamor. That scientific body knew better ; they 
were not to be influenced by the public clamor ; well- 
established facts would influence them in giving their 
opinion ; they may have a prejudice, but they don't allow 
their prfjudices to come between their feelings in a scien- 
tific point of view. 

Mr. Reed — Has that subject been introduced into the 
Academy of Medicine within the last month ? 

A. Yes, sir ; I was unwell, and was not present at the 
last meeting of the Academy of Medicine, but I see by 
the Daily Times of to-day that it was brought forward. 

Q. And voted down ? 

A, And voted down, of course. 

Alderman Tucker — The resolution was laid on the 
table. 

Dr. Shanks — ^When the subject was presented some 
time ago, and an investigation made, a very interesting 
discussion took place at that time, and by that body voted 
down, because they were perfectly willing, if no deleteri- 
ous elements were found ; at least, I was ; I speak for 
myself. 
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Mr, TuoKBB—You aro speaking now of some ten yeara 
ago? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rbbd — When the matter was elaborately dis- 
cussed ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — This dame body, at their last meeting, 
liad^a resolution about the subject before them, and it was 
laid on the table. 

Dr. Shanks — On the former occasion the resolution to 
investigate the subject primarily was taken up, and a com- 
mittee appointed, and a report made ; but that report did 
Dotjconvince me that there was anything deleterious in it 
at all. It was the resolution appended to that report 
which^was voted down ; the report was unobjectionable 
in itself. I considered that the resolution appended to 
the report at that time was something altogether separate 
fromjhe report ; it was not derived as an unavoidable 
necessity from the details of the report, and therefore it 
was voted down. 

Mr. Cross — You say you live in Thirty-second street? 

A. Yes, sir, between the Eighth and Ninth avenues. 

Q, Do you practice in Sixteenth street 7 

A. My health mis been very bad for the last 16 years ; 
I practised all that time in that neighborhood, in the 
Nineteenth Ward, and all around- 

Q. And during all that time you didn't notice any par- 
ticular difference in the neighborhood ? 

A. Certainly not, but I had a great many cases of 
cholera morbus. 
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Q. Too say you have been in these stables in Sixteenth 
street ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think they ought to be permitted in a thickly 
populated city, in a sanitary point of view? 

A. They are very well located. 

Q. The question is, whether you think stables of that 
kind should be permitted, in a sanitary point of view, in 
a densely populated city ? 

A. Not in the centre of a densely populated city, perhaps, 
but located as they are on the edge and border of a river, 
where they are constantly kissed by thejbreezes from the 
opposite shore, I think that is a delightful location I 

Q. DonH you think that any bad odor that*was"there, 
when the wind was from the west, would be blown right 
into the city? 

A. I think it is rather a musky odor — agreeable. 

Q. What is your opinion in regard to damaged food ; 
will it have the same effect upon animals that it will have 
upon men? 

A, I have nothing to say with regard to the food ; I 
never considered that point. 

Mr. Cross— That is a question whicjj I want to lead to 
another question. 

Dr. Shanks — I only examined the swill milk, or the 
anal^ sis which was made of it' 

Mr. Cross — In this distillery there is a great deal of 
damaged grain that cannot be used in the ^ordinary man- 
ner; now I want to know if cattle fed upon damaged 
grain will be as healthy as cattle fed upon^good grain ? 

Dr. Shanks — What does the damage consist of ? 

Mr. Cross — ^Being wet, hot, and musty ? 



A. Ob, I do not think that it is particularly bad ; it 
would get a little musty and hot — a little bo — in the pro- 
cess of distillation; but I do not see why it is not as well 
adapted to that purpose as good grain ; nor I cannot see 
why the meat from that would be bad. 

Q. Now, on the same principle, I want to know, would 
not bread made out of such grain be healthy for people 
to eat ? 

A. I cannot speak upon that subject, because I don't 
know the extent of the damage. 

Mr. Beed — Doctor, do you believe that hogs would 
grow fat upon corn that was heated ? 

A. Upon my word, I am not prepared to give you any 
ftDSwer upon that subject at this time* I came here just 
to give my idea in regard to swill milk ; but in regard to 
the feeding or milking of cows, or anything of that kind, 
I cannot speak. 

Mr. Tucker — I have been requested to ask if you at- 
tend Mr. Johnson's family ? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 

Mr. Reed — Do you know him, doctor ? 

A. I know him, but I am not particularly acquainted 
with him ; I have seen him occasionally ; I see him when 
I am in the neigliborhood ; I have known him 15 or 16 
years, but am not acquainted with him. 

Testimony of Sobert Waters. 

Robert Waters sworn and examined. 
Mr. TuoMET— What is your business? 
A. My business is a Veterinary Surgeon. 
Q. Where do you reside ? 
A. At Utrecht, near Fort Hamilton. 
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Mr. Beed — ^Are 70a coaversant with tho disease which 
ihey say is amon^ cows, such as has been among the ra- 
rions swill stables in New York' and its vicinity? Will 
yon state to the Committee what effect this disease has 
npon cattle — what occasions it — if you can; and give itt 
some general information upon this subject, as a practical 
»aii7 

A. We have it at this present time near Port Hamilton, 
which is a pleasant, healthy place, where the cows don't 
eat any swill. 
" Mr. TuoMBY — Just go on and make a statement? 

A. I came here, but I don't know what to state; if you 
will ask me any questions, I will answer them. 

Mr. Tucker — I will ask you a question — are you con- 
versant with this disease? 

A. Well, sir, I have seen a great deal of it. 

Q. Is it general? 
• A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In the city and country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long has this disease existed in this country? 

A. Since 1837. 

Q. Is it a local disease? 

A. It was brought here; I have been practising since 
1828, but it first made its appearance in 1837« 

Q. What is the appearance of that disease in its incip- 
ient state, and so on, upwards? 

A. Coughing; difficult breathing. 

Q. How long after a cow takes that disease is it before 
it^ terminates? 

A. On some it grows rapidly and on others slowly. 

Q. How does it operate on a cow that gives milk? 
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Dries the milk up; at first, perhaps, you will see 
.ow cough; I saw one last Monday, and she is getting 

4ier now; she hadn't a pint of milk; when the maa 
jnt to milk her she hadn't any milk; I advised him to 
^ jilk her on the ground. 

Q. Is she recovering? 

A. She milked six quarts, but she is not recovered jeU 

Q. What was the condition of that milk? Have you 
over examined it to see? 

A. No, sir, not particularly; when they get sick I milk 
them, but I did not see that it hurt the bags any — milk it 
on the ground and throw it away. 

Q. It is said here that they use inoculation to preyent 
tlie disease? 

A. I never inoculated any, ;, 

Mr. Reed — How does this disease aflfect the cows — this- 
epidemic? Have you ever dissected a cow after she waa 
dead? 

A . I have, sir . 

Q. Tell us what state she was in? 

A. Sometimes we find it in one lobe of the lung and 
sometimes in both lobes; the ordinary weight of a lung is 
six or seven pounds; I have seen them weigh twenty-five 
or thirty pounds — a solid mass. Sometimes there is a 
pus and a great deal of fluid to be seen. 

Q. Does this disease affect oxen, and steers, as well as 
cows? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it prevalent in the country? 

A. That is according to the number of cattle that is 
. kept together. The cows have the same chance to take 
it in the country as they have here; it is infectious. 
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Mr. Tucker — Then it is susceptible .of being cured? 

A. I cure eight out of ten; at first I could not cure any 
'-at all. 

Mr. RBED—Does this disease act upon a cow as con- 
vsumption acts upon a man? 

A. Yes, sir. • 

"Q. As hasty consumption — pulmonary consumption? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Mr, Tucker — Do you find it netfessary under this dis- 
ease to change their diet? 

A. No, sir; we give them anything, so as to stimulate 
them, both internally and externally. 

Q. Have you ever taken any pains to ascertain the 
effect of this swill milk ? 

A. No, sir. 

-Q. Yon have not studied that? 

A. No, sir; years ago, I was among swill stables, but 
now I am getting old, and don't care anything about it; 
I was paid to go and examine the cows, sometimes twice a 
week; one thousand I used to examine. 

Mr. Reed — Where does this disease most manifest itself? 
in dry fed or swill fed cattle? 

A. I do not know, sir; I have seen it in both; I did not 
know anything about this until my boy read a paper a few 
days ago about the subject, and then I came down here. 

Mr. Cross — You say you were employed to examine 
cows; how long was this ago? 

A. Seven or eight years ago. 

Q. After the disease was in this country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, as a professional man, I want to ask your 
opinion, inasmuch as this disease was prevalent: Don't 
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you think it is gra^aallj increasing among the swill 
stables? 

A. No; it is diminishing, more than it was seven or 
eight yearjB ago. 

Q. Now if you had two cows and wanted to insure their 
lives for five years, I want to know whether you would 
keep them in a swill stable or pat them into the country? 
That brings the matter to dollars and cents; and that is, 
after all, the way to try a man. 

A. I would put them on a farm, if I had one. 

Q. I infer from that, according to your opinion, that it 
is not so healthy in a swill stable as on a farm? 

A. No, sir, because there are so many together in a 
stable. 

Q. You say this disease is contagious? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then if you believe the yellow fever is contagipos, 
and if it was around you, would you not rush away from 
it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TucKEB (interrupting) — Are these cows subject to 
high fever in this disease? 

A. No, sir; I have seen them have a low typhoid fever 
before they died. They don't have a raging high fever. 

Q. Don't they require a good deal of drink? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Reed — Would cows be as healthy in the city as 
they would be in the country in stables? 

A. I cannot say that they would, where you have five 
or six hundred together. 

Q. If there were five^or six hundred cows in a stable in 
the country, and five or six hundred in a stable in New 
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York; which would be the healthiest place — the oountrj 
or New York? 

A. I don't think I could answer that question. 

Q. Does this disease rage to so great an extent as it 
did ten years ago? 
. A. No, sir. 

Q. The disease is on the decrease instead of on the in- 
crease, as I understand you? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Testimony of Dr. Augn&tns E. Qardner. 

Augustus K. Gardner sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoMEY — Where do you reside? 

A. 141 East Thirteenth street. 

Q. You are a medical man? 

A. A medical man, sir. 

Mr. Tucker — Doctor, have you ever visited these swill 
milk stables in Sixteenth street? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For what purpose did you make your visit? 

A. First from curiosity, and secondly, to convince my* 
self in regard to the healthfulness of the milk, and the 
cows kept there. 

Q. Have you made this swill milk a study? That is, 
as to these various charges which have been made against 
swill milk that it is the cause of putting out of the way, by 
one means or another, eight or ten thousand infants every 
year. You have considered that subject fully — have 
you? 

A. I have considered the use of swill milk as one of 
the causes of the large^ infant mortality of New York. 
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I?- 

ase to state the facts which have come 

^ ge, in as brief a way as you can? 

^ "^, —Give us something of your own know- 

""> 

!► KER — Let him give his opinion. 

^ ' \RDNEii — I would prefer, if you you would ask 
jw questions, so that I can p:et at the line of inquiry 

*'■ :i you wish to make. 

.Jr. Tucker — The Committee want to ascertain, first, 
.ne opinion of the medical gentlemen as to the deleterious 
effects of this swill milk, and its operation on those chil- 
dren, or in any other particular, as to its destructive 
qualities, <&c.? 

Dr. Gardner — As I stated, my first visit to the swill 
milk stables was from curiosity, attracted by the peculiar 
smell. I traced it to its source in the neighborhood; 
and there I found some one thousand or twelve hundred 
cows confined constantly without any change, tied by the 
neck, and for weeks and months, and years (if they 
lived so long) there they remained. And I drew the con- 
dnsion that they were not in a state of nature; and the 
next conclusion that I drew was, that cows not in a 
natural condition, could not give milk of a natural char- 
acter. I considered milk as God made it, and designed 
it should be, was of a natural character; that, if these ani 
mals were kept in a natural manner, the milk would bo 
natural; that, if they were kept in a manner opposite, as 
I considered they were in this case, totally opposite from 
the natural condition, that that milk must be totally op- 
posite from the natural milk. I then considered that if 
God made the milk in a certain way, that it could not be 
improved upon ; and if any milk was totally opposite from 
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the natural milk, God's milk, that it mast be totally 
wrong. 
Q. Has your profepsion given you an opportunity of 

I 

observing the influence of this milk? That is, have you 
ever known, of your own knowledge, any deleterious 
effects from this milk? That is what we want to get at. 

A. It is a matter of very great difficulty for a physician 
to trace, accurately, the character of milk that goes to 
every house he visits; it involves a great deal of labor; 
but we know that this milk goes to the lowest olasaeSt 
the poorest classes you may say, of the community; and 
among these poorest classes we have far greater infant 
mortality than in other places. In individual instanceat 
I have known where children have been fed upon this 
milk, and have been diseased thereby. 

Mr. TuoMET— Do you know any instance at all? You 
say, you state here positively, that you know an instance 
where a child has died from the effects of drinking swill 
milk? Do you state that? 

A. I state that I have known instances of children 
changing from one milk to another and have been very 
seriously injured. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We want the whole facts here taken 
down. Do you state that you know from your own know- 
ledge that children have died from the effects of swill 
milk? 

A. I know, from my own knowledge, that children have 
been made seriously sick by milk, and then when the 
family changed 

Mr. TuoMEY (interrupting) — Swill milk? 

A. I have not known, from my own knowledge; I know 
from ihe st ment of the family afterwards, that it was 
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swill milk. I nerer was a milk-detecior, to follow the 
men to the places where they get it. 

Q. You never traced it to the swill milk? 

A. I never followed the men home to those places; I 
have been informed by the parents of the children that it 
was swill milk that they took. They did not know at the. 
tinie, but they learned afterwards that it was swill milk. 

Mr. Reed — Doctor, you said you made an examination 
of those stables in Sixteenth street. In what condition 
were the cows? Were they healthy, or otherwise? 

A. Some of the cows were healthy; some of them were 
very much diseased. • 

Q. Did you make an examination of them? ' 

A. I made an examination of them; some of them after 
death . 

Q. Whore were these cows that you saw, diseased? 

A. They were diseased internally in a very great de- 
gree; the fpgs were large, round and fat, and they were 
diseased all round, the length of the leg up to the knee 
and^beyond it. Some of them had large abscesses in the 
flanks and buttocks that would hold two or three quarts 
of matter. Many of them had disease of the lungs, and 
it was as evident before' death as it was afterwards. 

Q. From outward appearance? 

A. No, sir; but in the same way that you would examine 
the lungs of a human being. When I was in France, at 
the Veterinary School, near Paris, I saw some cows 
troubled with disease of the lutigs, and that information I 
need in judging of these cows here. 

. Q. How long is it since you have been in here (the 
stables) ? 

A. I have not been in a cow stable for four years. 
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Q. Did you find many with ulcerated sores on them? 

A. I found many with ulcerated sores on them. 

Q. About four yeafs ago you said this was? 

A. About four years ago. 

Q. Did they railk those cows? 

A. They milked some of them, to my own knowledge; 
I understood from the milkmen that the sores on the cows 
didn't hurt the milk any. 

Q. At what season of the year was that, doctor? 

A. Running through the Winter and Spring of 1848, 
extending through almost the course of a year; the Fall 
of 1847 or 1848. 

Q. Have you ever, doctor, in your practice, known 
the swill milk to make a person sick, where you traced 
it to swill milk? 

A. I know particular instances, not where I traced it 
myself, but where it was traced by the family. 

Q. You don't know that of your own knowledge? 

A. I didn't follow the milkman home where he lived; 
I left that for Mr. Leslie's gentlemen to do. They said 
to me that it was swill milk; I have discovered afterwards 
that it was swill milk; that the carts were labeled ** West- 
chester County Milk," ** Orange County Milk," and sonae 
other milk; and in following the carts, they went to Thirty- 
ninth street. 

Q. But you don't know this of your own knowledge? 

A. I know from cause and effect. I know that they 
took this railk; and when they changed it to a different 
character of milk they recovered. 

Q. Did you ever know of children, that is, children of 
the poor, being made sick by drinking milk? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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<J. Was it swill milk, 91* was it country milkT 

A. I had a case iu point last Fall of a child who was 
not very healthy. It came from th© country lato in the 
Fall, and the moment it took the milk it commenced vomit- 
ing and purging, as long as the child lived. 

Q. Was that swill milk, doctor? 

A. It was supposed to be swill milk; the child wa4 
manifestly better by changing the milk. 

Q. It was presumed? 

A. It was presumed from the character of the milk- 
man, &q. 

Q. Doctor, what would be the effect of country milk 
upon a child, where the milk was sent to the city and served 
round the next morning after it had been milked, and bad 
become sour; what effect would that have? 

A. Some milk would be injurious. 

Q. Would such milk produce diarrhea or dysentery? 

A. Not if thrown off. 

Q. It would either do one thing or the other; the sto- 
mach would reject it, or it would produce diarrhea or 
dysentery? 

A. Sour milk is not healthy. 

Q. Do you believe, doctor, that it would be possible to 
take a child, that the mother has never scarcely nursed, 
and feed it entirely on swill milk for eight months, and 
have that child perfectly healthy, having been fed con- • 
etantly upon this swill milk? 

A. If it was a vigorous child, and had all other things 
in its favor, perhaps this single cause might not disease 
it; if it was a weakly child, not remarkably strong— some 
children can eat very strong food, almost as strong as an 
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adnit will eat, but other children will not bear any thing 
like it— the result would be otherwise. 

B. Do you think it possible for that child to be tlie 
very picture of health — after having been fed eight months 
on swill milk? 

A. If it had good care, and all the circumstances sur- 
rounding it were favorable, it might possibly survive. 

Q. And be perfectly healthy? 

A. It might, sir. 

[The analyses of fciilk by Professor Reid, already ^efe^ 
red to, were shown to the witness.] 

Mr. Reed — Doctor, the Committee wish to know which 
of those would be most likely to produce health? Which 
would be the most healthy article for food for children or 
fpr any one else? 

A . In milk — setting aside the phosphates of lime, mag- 
ncsitt, £c.; setting aside those articles which go to foi:m 
the bone and the teeth — the articles upon which the child 
subsists in eating milk, are the butter, the cheese and the 
sugar. They are all of them nutritious. We have a right 
to presume that the healthiest milk a child can eat is its 
mother's milk, and mother's milk differs from cow's milk 
very materially. Grass-fed cow's milk contains a very 
much larger proportion of butter and sugar — particularly 
the sugar-^ than the milk from the cows in the distillery 
stables. Mother's milk contains a large quantity of but- 
ter, and cows' milk contains a large quantity of cheese. 
The cheese is nutritious, but it is too strong for the child. 
Therefore, when we give cow's milk to children,^ it is dilu- 
ted one-half, in order to dilute the cheese; a portion of sugar 
is added to it, to make up the proportion of sugar in the 
mother's milk. The swill milk, according to the analysis, 
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has almost one-third more, at least, or one-half more 
cheese, than the mother's milk. That cheeso would be 
Butritio'js to an adult, but would fte injurious to a child, 
The sugar in the specimen, stated here, is increased in quan- 
tity in the country milk. It does not conform with the an- 
alysis which Prof. Reid made for me in the report of the 
Academy of Medicine, which I have here, and which I 
will present to the Committee. 

Mr. Reed — Do you know Professor Reid? 

A. Yes, sir; I know him. I have not seen him for 
several years. 

Q. He charged thirty dollars for that one analysis; 
how is that price, doctor? 

A. He charged me the same for the whole five in that 
report. 

Mr. Reed — If this Committee are not charged any more 
for the analyses of this milk which they are having analy- 
zed, I think they will be very fortunate. 

Dr. Gardner — The pure milk analysis here (Nb. 1) made 
by Prof. Reid, is taken from the English Sun. Mr. Reid 
made no analysis of pure milk for me. ' • 

Mr. Reed— Was that taken for the Academy of Medi- 
cine? 

A, Yes, sir; that is the report of the Academy of Medi- 
cine. 

Mr. Morton — The object of the inquiry I am about to 
make is in regard to this disease. There appears to be 
considerable conflict among different parties respecting 
its cause and its development. I stated the fact of a cow 
having died from ulcerations, and I also stated my belief 
that the foul air might develop that di-^ease. You have 
referred to disease of the lungs as having been witnessed. 
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How long a time had the disease taken to develop itself? 
Had you any information in regard to that? r 

Dr. Gardner — I have followed up but one cow, ailid 
that was got from Mr. Partridge some time ago. That 
cow had the epidemic pneumonia — inflammation of the 
lungs. 

Mr. Morton — The object I have in view is with refer- 
ence to the time that the disease might have originated, 
to the time of its fatal termination? 

A. The very few (ftises 1 have seen lasted about a fort- 
night. 

Q. Do you think it would be reasonable to suppose 
from the state of the lungs,^ that death would ensue in a 
few hours? 

A. No, sir; they cannot die in a few hours. They are 
directly exposed to disease of the lungs in those stables. 
The food comes to them steaming hot, and this heats up 
the building at the time of feeding, and then — 

Q. Have you ever examined these stables? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The briijk stables? 

A. The brick stables were not there then. 

Q. Would not this disease prevail in hot wcatlicr in a 
stable like those stables there — containing four hundred 
cows — would it not necessarily prevail, from the impurity 
of the atmosphere? 

A. I think that the large numbers would very material- 
ly add to the danger. The effects of the heat without 
changes of temperature, would bo calculated to produce 
that disease. This kind of disease, I should judge, must 
always be present in a stable where there are no alter- 
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nations of heat. It would be better if they were venti- 
lated. 

Mr. Reed — Doctor, are you a member of the Academy 
of Medicine? 

A. I am, sir. 

Q. Have there been resolutions introduced into the 
Academy within the last few days relative to the swill 
milk, which were voted down? 

A. Well, sir, they were voted down, because the phrase- 
ology was considered somewhat objectionable, but not on 
account of any of the facts being objectionable. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Who offered that resolution, doctor? 

A. I offered that resolution, myself. 

Mr. Gross procured one of the morning papers, and 
read the resolutions, which is as follows: 

Whereas, The public being naw aroused to the injurious 
effect of milk of still-fed, confined and variously diseased 
kine; and, 

Whereasj We, the members of the New York Academy 
of Medicine, from scientific papers and our own observa- 
tion, are fully convinced that a large portion of the mor- 
tality of children is attributable to this source; and. 

Whereas, We consider it the part of all the citizens of 
New York, and especially of those to whom is committed 
the care of the health of this community, to do all that lies 
in their power to abate this long-endured nuisance; there- 
fore, it is hereby 

Besohed, That the New York Academy, with great satis- 
faction, have learned, that steps are now in contemplation) 
if not to furnish the city with pure milk, at least to put a 

12 
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stop to the wholesale manufacture of a diseased, und, con- 
sequently, deleterious substitute. 

Resolved^ That the Aoadetny of Medicine do earnestly 
entreat the Mayor and Corporation of the city of New 
York, both from humanity to dumb beasts and from a due 
regard to the health, happiness and life of the ehiMren of 
this metropolis, to take instant and eiffectaal measares to 
put a final stop to this iniquitous traffic. 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and its resolu- 
tions, attested by the President, Vice-President, and fie- 
cording Secretary of this Academy, be forwarded to the 
Mayors, Boards of Aldermen and Common Councils of 
this city, Brooklyn and Jersey City. 

Dr. Oabdneb — There was no question taken. One 
person wished that every member should be notified that 
the question wens to come up. Other persons objected, as 
I understood, to saying anything about ^' humanity to 
dumb beasts," and others objected to saying " a large por- 
tion of the mortality of children/' and wanted to make it 
" a cons^iderable portion,'' and modifications of that kind 
were proposed. There was no question taken in regard 
to the merits of the resolution. It was laid upon the 
table. I think there was none careless enough to say that 
swill milk was a healthy milk. 

Mr. TuoMEY — They Toted this resolution down, then? 

A. No, sir; it was laid upon the table till some other 
time, as it was getting late in the evening. 

Mr. Cross — How long were you at the Veterinary 
School at Alfort? 

A. A very short time, sir; I never made any particular 
study of the diseases of animals, except to examine the 
diseases of the lungs. 
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Q. Tott eannot tell ns any thing about the conditkm of 
the stomachs of a healthy cow and a diseased cow? 

A. No, sir. They don't give them any thing there [in 
the stables] to make a cud. 

Q. I will ask you in a sanitary point of view, in their 
present condition with the population of New York, or in 
any densely populated city, would those stables be healthj? 

A. I think they ought to be closed on account of their 
being offensive to th^ smell of every body living within a 
quarter of a mile of them — the. disagreeable smell; I .think 
they ought to be closed from inhumanity to animals; those 
two reasons,! think, would be sufficient to close them. I 
think, in the third place, that they ought to be closed from 
the injurious effects of the milk that comes from them. 

Q. Don't you think under proper regulations, if the 
cows would be kept in the stables where they would have 
a chance to exercise a little, and fed upon swill, with a 
proper quantity of hay and ineal — is there any thing in 
Bwill itself tending to injure the cow, given in proper 
quantities in connection with other food? 

A. If cows were kept in the country, with plenty of 
grass to eat, and plenty of hay, cabbages, beats and car- 
rots, and such food, and plenty of exercise, I do not think 
this swill would do them a great deal of injury — they 
would not drink any of it ! If you persuade them to drink 
it, as we persuade women when they are nursing that they 
must. take a little beer, it would produce heat, but not dis- 
ease.. They would give more milk than they were able to 
give from their strength. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Doctor, did you make this examination 

from your own curiosity, Or were you appointed to do it? 

- A. I was appointed chairman of a committee to inquire 
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into the subject. Several gentlemen of the Academy of 
Medicine served with me, but they did it without doiii; bo 
much of the work of it as I did. 

Q. Why were you more interested ? 

A. I was a younger man, and hadn't so much business 
to occupy my time. Dr. Francis was on the committee, 
and he had a large practice, and Dr. Manley was on the 
committee too. 

Q. What condition did you say the cows were in 7 

A. Many of the cows had their legs so sore that they 
were not able to stand up ; and on examining them after 
death, pus was found the whole length to the bone, and 
the bone was diseased, so that you could run a knife into 
it a half an inch. 

Q. You spoke about the smell? 

A. When I came to New York, I found this smell, and 
I "followed my nose." They have a smell in Boston, 
where I came from, caused by New England rum ; that 
smell I knew, but I did not know what the smell was that 
I found here. 

Mr. Reed — Is this swill stimulating? 

A. It is a powerful stimulant to the glands. I do not 
think it is the swill alone that causes the disease ; it is the 
confined air, the want gf other food, the want of exer- 
cise, &c. 

Mr. TuoMBY — A man from Orange County said they 
were kept in the same manner there as they are here, ani- 
that the stables here would compare more favorably tba 
those in Orange County. Now, if they are kept i 
stables in the country, where they have plenty of roo 
how do you account for that ? 

A. If they are tied by the neck for twelve months by 
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three-feet rope, it don't make much difference whether 
they are kept in the country or the city! 

Q. How .is it in New York? Would it be as well to 
keep them here? 

A. They would be better in the country ; for if the 
owner chose to let them out, he had a place to do it ; but 
here there is no opportunity to do it . * 

Mr. TuoMBY — We have had a statement of that kind 
from an Orange County man, who said the stables were 
Id a better condition here than they were there. I wanted 
to know what difference it would make in the milk? 

Dr. Gabdnes — If the, cows were kept better, the milk 
would be better ; if the cows were kept worse, the milk 
would be worse. 

Mr. TuoMBY — They were tied there by the neck? 

Dr. Gabdneb — If they are tied by the neck for sixteen 
months or two years, the -milk cannot be very good. 

Mr. Beed — ^How did you do when you were at the 
Sixteenth street stables? 

A. Sometimes I would see them milking, and I would 
ask questions of the men to find out what the cows were 
fed with. This report of the Academy of Medicine will 
probably state all that I know about the matter, and in a 
more succinct manner than I could in conversation. 

Mr. Beed — Is there anything in those analyses delete- 
xiouB to health? 

A. There is nothing poisonous ; but the question is, 
whether the proportions are healthy or not. 

During the examination of Dr. Shanks, Mr. Leslie left 
the Committee-room, accompanied by those whom he had 
in attendance to be sworn as witnesses, to prove the alle- 
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gations which he had made ; and before die adjournment, 
the following note from him was handed to the Cliairman 
of the Committee: 

New York, Saturday, June 6, 1868. 
Alderman Tuomey, Chairman Investigating CammUtee: 

Sir: The dbnrse pursued by you, assisted by Mr. Clin- 
ton, counsel for the Messrs. Johnson, proprietors of (he 
Sixteenth street Distillery and Cow stables, towards my- 
self and the distinguished medical witnesses I have pro. 
duced before you, compels me to decline subjecting either 
myself or them to a repetition of the treatment we then 
received. 

I have done my duty in bringing this monstrous nuis- 
ance before the public ; but perceiving the utter impoM- 
bility of getting a just and unbiassed hearing before Com- 
mittee as now constituted, I shall decline proceeding fur^ 
ther in conjunction with them. 

Yours, respectfully, 
(Signed,) FRANK LESLIE. 

The letter was not read aloud, and there were no re- 
marks upon it. 

The Committee adjourned till Tuesday, at one o'clock, 
P. M. 



FOURTH MEETING. 

TUESDAY; June 8th, 1858. 

Present: — Aldermen Tuomey, Tucker and Reed, ^nd 
Councilman Haswell. 

Tke following letter from Mr. Leslie was received and 
Tead: 

New York, June 8, 1858, ) 
No. 18, Frankfort Street. ) 

The Committee of the Board of Health: 

Gentlemen: I acknowledge the receipt of your subpoena 
to attend the meeting of your Committee to*day, June 8, 
but must decline obeying the summons on this date for 
reasons which I have the honor to append, although I am 
perfectly willing to appear on any day on receiving two 
days' notice in advance. 

My reasons for retiring from the meeting on the 5th 
inst., were: 

First. That although the counsel for the distillers was 
not permitted to question and cross-question the witnesses, 
he was permitted to dictate the course of action and suggest 
questions through Mr. Smith, the superintendent of the 
Sixteenth street distilleries. 

Secondly. That although the present inquiry has arisen 
entirely from my exposure of the business of the distillery 
swill cow stables, I have never been consulted on any one 
point as to the information upon which my exposure was 
founded, or the evidence I could produce to substantiate 
my remarks. 

Thirdly. That the parties implicated in the V Investigar 
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tion" were first heard, and every opportunity to justify 
themselves was offered them, even to the employment of 
counsel, who usurped all the prerogatives of the Commit- 
tee, turning a simple inquiry into a judicial trial. 

Fourthly. That although the inquiry was to be upon the 
subject of Swill Milk, all the witnesses at the two first 
meetings of the Committee were sworn only as to what 
they knew of the Sixteenth street stables, and at the third 
meeting the Sixteenth and Thirty-ninth street stables — 
thus limiting the inquiries to individual cases, and shutting 
out a number of important witnesses as to the general 
traffic. 

Fifthly. That in consequence of the mode of conducting 
the inqniry, many of my most important witnesses very 
properly declined to appear, lest they should be subjected 
to a prolonged, absurd and unnecessary cross-examina- 
tion. 

Sixthly. That at the first meeting, I suggested that but 
one witness should be admitted into the room at once, 
whereas the room has been crowded by Ihe employees of 
the Sixteenth street stables, who have on each occasion 
threatened me with personal violence, and have intimi- 
dated several of my important witnesses from coming 
forward. 

These are some of the reasons which induced me to 
withdraw from the committee-room. But 1 am perfectly 
ready and most willing to appear before you, and will 
state all that I am prepared to prove, and will produce 
evidence to substantiate all my statements, only asking 
for two days' notice of the time of meeting, and an assur- 
ance that ray witnesses may be permitted to come and go 
safely, and without insult from parties who have hitherto 
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been permitted to throng the room and ante-room, to the 
exclusion of those willing to appear on the part of the 
public. 

If the distiller J and cow-stable interest is willing to ap- 
point Mr. Smith to conduct its business before the Com- 
mittee — and he seems to be amply competent — I am per- 
fectly content to take the responsibility of producing my 
^tnesses without the interference or even the presence of 

<M>nn8el. 

Yours respectfully, 

FRANK LESLIE. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Mr. Leslie named three o'clock as the 
time for the examination of his witnesses ; and they had 
scarcely got into the room before we got them on the 
stand ; we did not delay them a moment. And I invited 
Mr. Leslie himseli on the stand, but he declined coming. 
He said, as far as the Committee is concerned, every thing 
has been conducted fair; and the first complaint that we 
heard against the counsel was the day after he had asked 
questions. If Mr.Leslie wanted counsel, he might have 
employed any one he pleased, and we would not take any 
advantage of it whatsome-ever, so that the facts may come 
out. I would not care if we had James T. Brady on one 
side, and Charles O'Conor on the other, if that would 
fetch out the facts. 

It was arranged that a subpoena be sent to Mr. Leslie, 
to appear with his witnesses on Thursday, at two o'clock, 
p. M., in which subpoena he was to be assured that the 
Committee would protect him and his witnesses from vio- 
lence or insult, when he came betore the Committee. 

A gentleman, whose name was not given, istated that he 
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had been informed that the analysis of pure milk that had 
been presented, was an analysis of English milk, taken 
from an English work. If that was the case, he said, he 
wonld like to have an analysis af pure milk from West- 
chester Oounty, to compare with the analysis of swill 
milk. 

No witnesses being present, the Committee adjonmed 
till Thursday, at two o'clock, p. H.,for the purpose of 
hearing Mr. Leslie's testimony, and that of the witnesses 
which he should bring forward. 



FIFTH MEETING. 

Thubsday, June 10th, 1858. 

Present: — Aldermen Tuomey, Beed and Tuckeb, and 
Councilman Haswell. 

Testimony of Frank Leslie. 

Mr. Fbaxe Leslie stood up to be sworn, when Alder - 
man Tuomey proceeded to administer the following oath: 

" You solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give 
in this matter of the swill milk stables at Sixteenth street 
and Thirty-ninth street, shall " 

Mr. Leslie interrupted the Chairman, and objected to 
taking the oath in that form, as he understood the resolu- 
tion upon which the Committee was appointed to embrace 
the general subject of swill milk, without confining the in- 
quiry to the Sixteenth street and Thirty-ninth street sta- 
bles; but, if he was wrong in that understanding, he would 
be glad to have the Committee set him right upon tho 
matter. 

Mr. TuoMEY changed the form of the oath so as to em- 
brace the general subject. The administration of the oath 
having been completed, 

Mr. Leslie proceeded to read his evidence as follows: 

Gentlemen: — I appear before you to-day, feeling deeply 
the importance of the question under consideration, and 
fully conscious of the integrity of the motives which in- 
duced me to take the position which I have assumed. 

In my exposure of the swill milk trade I have no per- 
sonal end to obtain, no injury to avenge, no malice to 
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gratify. For three or four years I have had the illnstra- 
tion of this subject in my mind. My attention was directed 
to it byinany circumstances, by the strong remarks in the 
public papers, by the report from the Committee of the 
Academy of Medicine, from reviewing the tables of infant 
mortality, and by the report from the Committee ap- 
pointed by the Common Council of Brooklyn, in 1857, to 
inquire into the facts of the swill cow stables, and the 
swill milk traffic in that city. With all this startling evi- 
dence strongly impressed upon my mind, and feeling the 
importance of bringing the subject prominently and per- 
sistently before the public, I set on foot as thorough an 
investigation of the matter as was possible. I looked 
upon the subject as one relating to public health, and in 
that point of view I have followed up the investigation, 
and it is to establish that point I purpose to produce my 
evidence. The scientific bearing of the question I leave 
to the evidence of the distinguished medical witnesses, 
some of whom have already testified, and others will be 
brought forward. 

If I understand the resolution before the Board of 
Health, upon which this Committee was appointed, it was 
" to inquire from whence the milk which is supplied to 
New York is derived, and in what manner the cows were 
kept in the distillery cow-stables." If this is the true 
reading of the resolution, and I believe it is, the Brook- 
lyn distillery stables cannot be excluded from the inquiry, 
for, as I have proved by the parties I engaged to watch 
the milk wagons, a large proportion of them convey the 
swill milk from the distillery stables over the various 
ferries for distribution in this city. Besides, the question 
being upon the quality of swill milk produced from cowa 
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in a certain condition of health, and under the influence 
of a certain diet and peculiar state of existence, the facts 
derived from the inspection of various stables afford 
unimpeachable evidence of the customary practices and 
modes of business of all the distillery cow-stable estab- 
lishments, with so little variation, that the difference will 
be merely in inconsiderable details. 

It will be necessary to show the state of the stables 
generally, previous to the date of my exposure, after 
which date most of the stables were thoroughly cleansed, 
a large proportion of the cows driven away, and much of 
the worst portions of the buildings pulled down, so that 
persons visiting them now can hardly realize the wretched 
and filthy state of things that has prevailed up to so recent 
a date. 

I have visited many of the swill cow-stables, many be- 
sides the large ones brought so prominently forward; for 
there are a large number of small stables in New York 
and Brooklyn, and their vicinities, in which from five to 
twenty cows are kept, and wtich are gupplied with swill 
from the various distilleries, conveyed to them in large 
barrels. The small stables are in many instances more 
filthily dirty than even the large establishments. 

Before the issue of my first paper on the evils of swill 
milk, I visited particularly Husted's stables in Brooklyn, 
and Johnson's stables in Sixteenth street, N. Y., in order to 
satisfy myself of the correctness of my pictures and my 
statements, and I found that my pictures lacked force, for 
they could not depict the filth of the stables, their darkness 
and cobwebs, their close and feited air, and the sickening 
stench which pervaded the entire place. I saw and ex- 
perienced all this. The stables were in a most filthy 
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state; the floors wet and slimy, with not a particle of bed 
for the animals to lie upon; the ceilings low, the windows 
and doors closed np, so that no ventilation was poBsible, 
and the cows breathed over and over again the air ex- 
pelled from their diseased lungs, mingled with the fames 
of the boiling swill. 

I have also visited Johnson's stables in Sixteenth street, 
and found them in an exceedingly dirty and filthy state. 
On the occasion of my last visit, besides seeing a large 
number of stumped tail cows, I saw the very cow repre- 
sented on page 884 of my paper, with running ulcers on 
her sides, and her udders apparently full of milk. This I 
saw in company with a gentleman, who will also testify 
to the fact. I also saw, outside in the yard, a fine looking 
cow lying upon a dirt heap; I saw her try to rise, but she 
could not do so, and fell back again. 

After this I was present at the offal dock, foot of Forty- 
fifth street, when Mr. Kirk, one of the Health Wardens of 
New York, dissected a cow brought from the Sixteenth 
street stables by one of the carts of the offal contractor. 
Mr. Kirk stated that this cow was one of the best he had 
yet dissected from those stables. The drawing of the dis- 
eased parts of that cow, which I gave in my paper, are 
perfectly correct, and in accordance with the statement 
rendered by the Health Wardens to the City Inspector, 
which is as follows: 

" The cow was outwardly good-looking, with a stump 
tail, the end of which apparently had been cut off some 
time previously, as it was healed. There was no more 
perceptible odor emanating from the animal as it lay, 
than in the case of any other diseased animal dying from 
disease. 
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^ When tho skin was removed, on the brisket or breast 
^wfts found a tumor partially ulcerated. It was three and 
a half inches in depth, seven inches in breadth, and nine 
and a quarter inches in length. 

" On the right side, under the skin, were two ulcers, 
*one on the hind quarter and one on the fore shoulder. 
On the left side the whole fore shoulder was apparently 
badly bruised. On separating the shoulder from the body 
(in the same manner in which a shoulder of veal is cut,) 
patrid matter was found in largo quantities. 

*' On the back, close to the tail, the flesh was inflamed, 
supposed to have been caused by the operation of the vac- 
cine matter (usually applied to cows supposed to be dis- 
eased, to save their lives). On opening the head, the 
brain was found to be badly congested and the surface 
covered with extravasated blood. The front teeth of the 
lower jaw were quite loose, and in such a condition that 
the animal could not masticate hay. The front legs of the 
cow were very badly diseased below the knee; so much 
so, as to apparently incapacitate the animal from standing 
but a very short time at once. The tail was skinned and 
examined by the company present. The evidence to those 
best qualified to judge was that the cow had been vacci- 
nated. On taking off the udder, milk was drawn from it. 
On cutting it open, the after part was found badly dis- 
eased; the front part was apparently healthy. The tongue 
was thickly coated with a slimy substance, unusual, and 
on cutting it open it presented a very unusual color.'' 

Evidence has been offered to prove that the teeth of 
swill cows do not become loose; yet the teeth of this cow 
which showed no outward appearance of the disease which 
had preyed upon her life, aaid which was a dry cow, and 
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had been fattening up for the butcher, were loose and unfit 

for the purposes of mastication. She could not masticate 

food, and therefore could not live upon hay. In opening 

the stomach, hay from six to nine inches long was found. 

Here, gentlemen, I beg to read a letter sent to me from 

Boston, by a pupil of the Qr. John Burdell mentioned in 

the letter: 

Boston, Mass., No. 12 Winter st.. 
May 10, 1858. 

To the Editor of Frank Leslie^ s lUicstrated J^ewspaper: 

Sir: — In. your paper giving an account of "Pure 
Country Milk," I find correct illustrations of the modns 
operandi of its manufacture. Some seventeen years ago, 
when a student in the ofEice of Dr; John Burdell, dentist, 
of your city, we visited the manufactory, or one similar, 
which you have so faithfully portrayed, and took correct 
drawings of the teeth of many of the cows, which were 
fed on hot distilled slops. Inclosed please find two en- 
gravings — one a set of teeth of a cow fed on natural food, 
the other where food was from the distillery. If dirt of 
that description has such an efi^ect on the teeth, what 
must necessarily be the consequence on the animal 
itself ? The greatest wonderment to me is, that any who 
partake of milk thus manufactured live at all. Keep it 
before the public, and you will confer a benefit on man- 
kind, second to none conferred by any one in this age. 

Very truly yours, 

J. R. DILLINGHAM, 

Surgeon DentisU 
I will read a short extract from the work in which are 
found the pictures referred to ; which work is a pam- 
phlet on " The Teeth ; their Structure, Disease and Treat- 
ment," by Dr. John Burdell: 
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The following are the illuBtrations spoken of in Dr. Dil- 
lingham's letter, and referred to in the extracts which 
Mr. Leslie read from a book on "Teeth, their Structure, 
Dieeasea and Treatment," published by Fowler and Wells, 
Phrenologists and Publishers, No. 308 Broadway, New 
York. 

No. 31. 




I OP A COW FED ON HATCBAL FOOD. 




TEETH OF A COW FED ON AETIPICIAL FOOD. 
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Mr. Le&lib read as follows: 

" How the Swill destroys the Teeth. 

" The drawing, No. 31, exhibits a portion of the jaw of a 
cow which was fed upon natural food. It will be obserred 
that the teeth are perfectly healthy, and the enamel sonnrl 
— the alveolar processes are not diseased; there is no accu- 
mnlation of tartar between these teeth, but they are firm 
and white. I next present a specimen from my cabinet of 
a different character. 

'' The animal from which this drawing, No. 82, is tak^n,. 
is of about the same age as the preceding ; bat instead of 
being kept upon its natural food, the animal was fed npoi^ 
what they called * still slops,' which were received hot 
from an adjacent distillery. Here it will be seen, firsts 
that the whiteness of the teeth is gone — in other words,, 
they have lost their enamel. In fact, the teeth at each 
Bide of the jaw arc the only ones on which any enamel can 
be seen. Nor is the decay confined to the enameled por- 
tion ; even the bony part of the teeth has suffered ; these 
teeth are evidently smaller than those in the preceding 
plate, although the jaw is of the same size. Caries 
also has affected them, as can be easily seen by observ- 
ing the black spots in the teeth. The alveolar processes, 
likewise, have taken part in the disease ; ulcers have 
formed at the roots of the teeth; the portion of bone oppo- 
site these roots has become affected, and has broken off, 
and one of the teeth has also gone. 

'*In the specimen last presented, many of the interstices 
^^rere filled. with tartar, which I removed in 1837, before 
'the drawing was taken, to show the state of the teeth them- 
sches. It may be said this is only a single specimen; but 

13 
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«ach is not the fact. I have examined seyeral large milk 
farms around New York, from which the city is supplied 
-with milk. In most of these ^ still slops ' are used as food 
for the cows; each cow consumes about thirty gallons 
daily, and whenever the slops are used, the teeth of these 
iinimals are more or less affected." 

It is stated in favor of cows fed upon swill conveyed 
from the distillery to the country, that it is fed to them 
•€old, and is therefore less, if at all, injurious; but in many 
^f the smaller cow stables will be found furnaces and caul- 
drons for heating the swill, so that the same hot swill-fed 
system is general, and not confined to the stables immedi- 
ately around the various distilleries. 

I will now proceed to state the heads of the testimony I 
Intend to produce: 

The filthy state of all the distillery stables prior to my 
exposure. 

The manner in which the cows are kept cannot be 
healthy. 

The milk produced by these cows must be deleterious to 
health. 

I shall produce affidavits from parties whose children 
weie supposed to have suffered from swill milk. 

I shall show that these stables have not been free from 
disease for the past ten or fifteen years. 

I have shown that all the cows are inoculated with the 
virus from a dead cow's lungs. 

I shall refresh the memory of Mr. Aitchison, who says 
he has been in the stables for over twenty years, and has 
nover seen a cow held up by artiScial means to be milked, 
by producing four persons who have seen it in those sta- 
bles. 
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I shall produce such evidence to show that the disease 
is unknown in the country, unless it has been taken there 
by a New York cow. 

I shall show the mode of keeping cows in the country, 
and that cows are not kept confined in Orange county, ap 
stated by a former witness. ^ 

And lastly,! shall show that all cow stables where more 
than one cow is kept on a lot are a nuisance in large citiesi 
and ought not to bo allowed. 

As so much has been said about the Sixteenth street 
stables, I will commence my evidence with that establish- 
ment. 

In a report of the Sixteenth street distillery stables^ 
emanating from the Bureau of Sanitory Inspection, to the 
Oity Inspector, I find the following paragraphs: 

"The space allotted to each cow does not average three 
feet in width; the space in length is sufficient; each cow is 
fastened to her limited space by a short rope. The ceil- 
ings of all these sheds are very low, and no places for ven- 
tilation except the doors, and they are very few and nar- 
row, and the air in them is extremely foul, filthy and sick- 
ening; and, although it was a coolish day when I made 
the. inspection, the poor cows were panting for breath and 
«ir, and in a feverish condition; and, indeed, how could it 
be otherwise, confined as they are in their close, hot and 
unventilatcd sheds, surrounded with a noxious, filthy and 
stinking atmosphere, not a ray of God's sunlight to shine 
on them, nor a breath of pure air allowed to pass through 
their nostrils? 

" Indeed, so foul is the air in these stables, that tho 
Health Wardens who accompanied me, as well as myselfy 
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were compelled to gnspend the inspection for a time to re- 
cover from its sickening effects upon us.'' 

I now wish to call Mr. Downing, who made the report 
from which this last extract is taken. 

Mr. Reed — ^As you are on the stand, Mr. Leslie, per- 
hi^ps the committee would like to ask you some questions? 

Mr. TucEEB— The most of that, Mr. Leslie, has appeared 
in your paper ? 

A. No, sir, I believe not; this is what I have been work- 
ing at since I said I would appear before the Committee 
and bring forward testimony to substantiate the state- 
ments which I had made; I wished to show you exactly 
what I intend to produce. But as I have taken such a 
prominent part in this matter, I do not desire to make 
any further statements myself, but I wish to bring for- 
ward witnesses to prove the truth of those I have made. 

Mr. Haswell — Mr. Downing is present, and very 
anxious to go away, and if the committee will ei^mine 
him now, Mr. Leslie can be examined afterwards. 

The further examination of Mr. Leslie was then sus- 
pended. 

Testimony of Bichard C- Downing. 
Richard C. Downing, sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoMET — What is your business ? 

A. Superintendent of Sanitary Inspection. 

Q. Will you go on and make a plain statement of facts 
respecting this subject ? 

A. That report which Mr. Leslie read, I think wa& 
made in 1853, when I made a careful examination of those 
stables at Sixteenth street. That report is true in every 
particular, with the exception that it may be there may 
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have been some things that were not taken the day I was 
there. 

Q. yVhat season of the year was that ? 

A. I think it was in the latter part of the snmmer, but 
I am not positive; the report will show the date. Within 
a few days after that time I procared, myself, milk at 
that stable, with two other parties, (I would state that 
the whole of the report has not been read by Mr. Leslie.) 
I procured a specimen of milk from a can, just as it came 
from those stables, and saw it taken out of the can« I 
went to Whiteplains in Westchester county, and procured 
specimens of milk from Mr. Willett, the Supervisor, and 
Mr. Horton, and brought them to Professor Reid, to make 
an analysis, he not knowing where the milk came from. 
The analysis is appended to that report. Mr. Reid knew 
nothing about where the milk came from. I brought the 
two pails the first day, but there was some difference be- 
tween the times I brought the two other pails. I brought 
them on separate days, so that he would not know which 
came from the country and which from the city. The 
City Inspector made a communication to the Common 
Council, and after that, for a length of time, the Health 
Warden and myself were accustomed to make visits to 
those stables. From that time to this, I can say, I never 
saw the stables in the condition in which they were on that 
day — not so unhealthy; although the same sheds are there 
still, they have now better means of ventilation. But the 
brick stables were much better, and I can say the ventila- 
tion was as good — 

Mr. TuoMBT— We have visited the stables ourselves. 

Mr. Downing— I was there myself last Sunday; since 
this excitement has sprung up, I found that they were en- 
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deavoring to keep them clean. Well, I regard that estab- 
lisbment as a local nuisance, the keeping of cows together 
in a limited space, only about three feet in width, and a 
constant — almost constant discharge of urine and fetid 
matter falling from the animals, must, more or less, fill 
the air full of foul vapor. I know nothing about the milk^ 
whether it is healthy or not. I have drank it myself on 
the premises, and I drank it the other day, but I would 
not like to make a practice of drinking it; all I can say 
about the milk, is, to refer to the analysis of Professor 
Reid. - 

Mr. Tucker — Did you say you had been in the habit of 
yisiting these stables for the purpose of inspection ? 

A. Yes, sir, I have been in the habit of yisiting them, 
not so much for the last five months as previously. 

Q. Have you made a visit there lately ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the condition of the stable one year ago^ 
compared with what they are in at this present time ? 

A. They are better now — ^better than I ever saw them 
before. 

Q. Much better ? 

A. Much better; there are nothing like so many cows 
as there were there then; when I last visited them the 
condition was better. 

Mr. TuoMBT — How was the general appearance of the 
cows then, compared with what it is now ? 

A. Well; I did not see so many of the long hoof kind 
the last time. 

Q. The general appearance ? 

A. On my last visit I saw some of the finest cows I 
ever saw in my life, and some of the most miserable. 
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Q. How would tliey compare with those yoa saw there- 
some time ago ? 

A, I think favorably. They cannot be otherwise in*, 
the brick stables, because the ventilation is so good, in 
comparison to the other place. 

Mr. Tucker — What is your opinion as to the sufficiency 
of the space those cows occupy ? 

A. Not wide enough, sir, — I will state the reason why: 
in most of the cows that have been dissected the bfeast 
bone had become ossified, and had hardened tumors upon 
it, for three feet is not wide enough to enable the cows ta 
lie down naturally on their side, and I account for it ii^ 
that way: the lying upon their breast bone -as they do- 
when they have not room enough, injures it v€ry much. 

Mr. TuoMET — What is your knowledge about cows ? 

A. Well, I have seen a good many cows. 

Q. How does a cow naturally lie ? 

A. Partly upon its shoulder, not fully upon its side. 
But I will say that the last time I was there I saw some 
cows lying in a natural position. 

Q. They had room enough ?" 

A. Yes, sir; when I saw them they were lying in a»^ "* 
natural position, and very quiet; and I saw some others,- 
as I said before, lying right upon their breast bone. 

Mr.HA&WELL — Did you ever measure any of those^ 
stables ? 

A. When I made that report, I measured every portion 
of the stables— the length, breadth, size, and depth. 

Q. Do you recollect the dimensions ? 

A. I think the stalls were seven feet in length and 
three feet in width ; but I cannot recollect positively. 
The space between the cows, in length, was twenty-four 
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feet from one end of a jstall to the other stall, from ez- 
.tremcs to extremes, from the inside of the two posts. 

«Q. From the centre to the two posts ? 

A. No, sir, not from the centre; from one cow's head 
lo another cow's head. 

Mr. Tucker — Which of those stables were kept in the 
best condition; Sixteenth street or Thirty-ninth street 7 

A. I have not examined the stables at Thirty-ninth 
street as often as I have those at Sixteenth street. The 
brick stables at Sixteenth street are preferable to the brick 
stables at Thirty-ninth street. I like the plan of Tentila- 
tion in Sixteenth street, with a story over head. 

Q. Were yon present at the time those cows were 
dissected ? 

A. I was present at the dissection of one -oow, when 
Mr. Leslie was there. 

Q. What condition was she in — ^how did you find her ? 

A. The condition as described in that report is correct, 
aa I should certainly have signed that report if I bad 
been called upon to sign it, but I left before the operation 
was quite through. The condition of the vitals was cer- 
tainly bad, but not as bad as I have seen some. 

Q. Was it thought that this cow died of the disease 
that is found in these stables, and of which cows arc in 
the habit of dying 7 

A • I think there was no disease more than what would 
come from being confined in close unventilated sheds. I 
think that is productive of evil to these cows. The lungs 
of this cow were badly diseased, and the liver also — in fact, 
the lungs were fastened to the side of the cow. I think 
this disease is produced by this foul air, and nothing 
more. 



201 

Q. Are there any means by which you can asceHain 
whether this cow had been milked, np to the time of her 
death? 

A. I tried, and we took the udder up and had it milked, 
and it produced a yellow whitish substance, but not 
enough to make an analysis of. 

Mr. Haswell—I want to ask Mr. Downing a queetion. 
Do you know of cows having been milked whilst they 
were suffering from this disease ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. After they had been inoculated, I mdan 7 

A^ No, sir, 

Q . You don't know of any such cases? 

A. No, sir. I have been a igood many tim^s in'^the 
place, but I nerer have seen that Three years ago I 
caught one man in the act of mixing his milk. 

Mr. SMrrH— With what ? 

!A. A:8ub8tance in a black bottle; but I don't kAow 
-what it was. He was putting this in for the purpose of 
^coloring the milk . 

Mr. Reed — Have you ever seen any other but these 
<BWill-fed) cows dissected, Mr. Downing? 

A. Not scientifically, sir; I have seen them butchered. 

<2« Hare you seen any from these stables butchered? 

A. No, sir. 

•^. ' Well, butchers dress them for market? 

'A. I think the last time I was at the Si^tteentU Atteht 
std^les they were killing (across the way from the stables), 
ihey were killing a cow, and some one said it wiEis a dis- 
tillery' cow; I remarked that it was very fine. 

-Q. Did you go across? 
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A. I went across, and it had been partially slanghtered;: 
they said it was one of those distillery cows. 

Q. Did yon examine the longs of that cow? 

A. I think it was the liver or lungs that I examined. 

Q. What was the appearance? 

A. Very good, sir- 

Q. Healthy? 

A. Healthy, sir. 

Q. What was the appearance of the liver? 

A. Healthy, sir. 

Q. Would it be natural for a bullock or a cow that died 
of the disease that is prevalent in the swill stables to pre^. 
sent such an appearance as that one. did which you saw 
dissected on the blood dock? 

A. Well, some would and others would not. 

Q. Did you ever see a glandered horse dissected. 

A. No, sir, never. 

Q. You stated that you got some milk from the Six- 
teenth street stables and had it analyzed, which analysis 
will be found in your report respecting the Sixteenth 
street stables; where did you get it from? 

A. I procured it from one of those sheds where they 
take the milk. 

Q. Do you know whether that milk had been watered 
or otherwise diluted, before you got it? 

A. It was taken soon after it was milked. I will state^ 
very frankly that it became necessary to use caution 
about those stables; I had two other persons with me, and 
it was proposed that we should go in and ask to see the 
cows milked; but the question was not acted upon; so we 
waited till milking time, and watched them from a dark 
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place when they were milking, and I was in a position 
where I saw the milk in the measure going into the can. 

Q. Yon say yon don't know positively whether it had 
been dilnled or not? 

A. I don't know whether anything was in the can at 
that time. 

Q. Yon don't know whether it was pure milk from the 
cow without any adulteration? 

A. I don't know, sir. 

Q. You said you went to White Plains in Westchester 
county, and got some milk there? ^ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you see that milked from the cow? 

A. Yes, sir, I did; I saw it milked from the cow, and 
brought it down in the cars myself, so ^lat I could be 
certain and testify to the matter. 

Mr. Beed — In having analyses of that kind made, 
when you saw the one, you certainly should have seen the 
other. 

A. It was impossible, sir, to see a cow milked in the 
Sixteenth street stables. 

Q. To what do yon attribute the hardening of the cow's 
breast? 

A. I consider that it was caused by lying down on the 
bard board. 

Mr. Leslie — Were these solid boards wet or dry? 

A. Wet, sir; they must be wet from the constant fall of 
urine. 

Mr. TuoMET (to Mr. Smith) — Mr. Smith, if yon want 
to ask any questions, we will let yon have the privilege 
of doing 80. 
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Mr. Reed (interrupting) — This cow that was dissected, 
where did it come from? 

A. I know only from rumor; that was, that it came by 
the offal cart from Sixteenth street. 

Mr. Leslie — Did you observe the teeth of the cow that 
was dissected ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what state were they? 

A. Loose, a portion of them; that is, the cow which 
was dissected at Forty-fifth* street. 

Q. Did you observe any hay in the stomach of that 
cow that was dissected ? 

A. Yes, sir, there were pieces of hay about half an inch 
and two inches long; the hay was bent up, not bitten in 
two at all. • 

Mr, TucKBE — Mr. Downing, any time that yOn have 
been in those stables did you take notice whether those 
cows chewed the cud? 

A. I did not, sir; I have seen them eating the hay, but 

I never remained long enough until they got through 
eating. 

Mr. Smith — Mr. Downing, you say that the milk you 
obtained from the stables you did not see taken from the 
cow? 

A. No, sir; I did not see it taken directly from the 
cow? 

Q. The milk you got from Westchester county you did 
see^taken from the cow? 

A. Yes, sir. 
g> Q. You were not as particular about the milk you ob- 
tained from the stables as that you got from White 
Plains, in Westchester county? 

A. YeS| sir; I was as particular, but I knew it was impos- 
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sible for ns to go in and see the cow milked; we bad to 
get it under the pretence of making milk punch. 

Q. I would like to know why you say it was impos- 
sible? 

A. I thought it was impossible. 

Q. I don't know why you. should think so; they never 
refused to let any one go in and see thein milk ? 

A. There was a great deal of feeling manifested from 
those in the stables towards officers of the City Inspector, 
and therefore I knew it would be impossible for us, if we 
asked, to go in and see the milk milked ourselves. 

Mr. Smith — I think that fact alone — that he didn't ask 
to go in — shows his feelings in the matter. 

Mr. Tucker — I think Mr* Downing has no disposition 
to misrepresent the truth. 

Mr, Smith — He was not so particular about the milk 
he got from the Sixteenth street stables, as about that he 
got from Westchester county. 

Mr. Downing— I was as particular as I possibly could 
be. 

Mr. TuoMET — Has any one there ever refused you ad. 
miBsion to the stables? 

A. I never was refused admission to the stables in my 
life. 

Mr. Haswell — If that milk didn't come from any of 
those cows at Sixteenth street, where would it come from? 
Orange county? 

A. I was just as particular in getting the milk from the 
stables as I was in getting that from Westchester county; 
I had no feelings in the matter whatever, but I thought it 
impossible to . see it milked from the cow myself, when 
those connected with the stables knew I was there. 
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Mr. Bbed— At the time you were seeking that milk, did 
you make any inquiries to ascertain whether you could get 
the milk milked right from the cow or not, or was it pre- 
sumption on your part on account of the hostile feelings 
that existed between those at the stables and the City In- 
spector's officers? 

A. I was aware at that time that they had hostile feel- 
ings towards me — ^not personally towards me, but to- 
wards the department. After consultation with the two 
men I had with me, we concluded that it would be perfect, 
ly idle to go to the cow and get it milked. - 

Q. And therefore didn't ask any parties whether you 
could milk directly from the cow, for the purpose of 
maldng an analysis? 

A. No, sir; but I took it immediately from one of the 
stalls; I think they hadn't got through milking all, and be- 
fore they had a chance ^to water it, or do anything with 
it, I got a specimen of the milk. 

Mr. Smith — Were the present brick stables built when 
you were there before, previous to the last time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you mean to say that those stables were in a 
worse condition the last time you visited the place than 
they were when you were there the time previous? 

A- No, sir; I say this: when I was there the last time, 
they were in a better condition, but there were not so 
many cows there; I think if they contained the same num- 
ber of cows, they would be in the same condition as I saw 
them in the time previous. 

Q. The cow stables? 

A. Yes, sir; if the now (brick) stables had been asjfuU 
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of cows, I don't think it would have altered from what it 
"was in, four or five months before. 

Mr. Leslie— I would like to state in reference to Mr. 
Downing, that I have never spoken with him one word 
relative to this subject. 

Mr. Tucker — That is unnecessary. 

Testimony of John T. Hildreth. 
John T. Hildbeth sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoKEB — Where do you reside? 

A, Franklin avenue, corner of Park avenue, Brooklyn. 

Q. What is your business? 

A. I api at present trying to break down the swill milk 
business, if I can; I have been in the exchange business, 
but I have done nothing but this (endeavor to break up 
the swill milk business) for the last two or three months. 

Mr. Leslie — Will you state to the Committee 

Mr. TuoMET (interrupting) — Before you go any further, 
here is Mr. Smith who represents one side; now we will 
take that, and Mr. Leslie on the other; they are^both in- 
terested parties; and if Mr. Leslie asks questions, I move 
that Mr. Smith shall follow him and ask questions too. 

Sbtebal Membebs of the Committee— Certainly, cer- 
tainly, certainly. 

Mr. Haswell — It is desirable that the questions shall 
be to the point. 

Mr. Leslie — I will endeavor to confine myself to the 
point; but if I should go beyond it, I would be glad for 
the Committee to inform me of the fact. 

Mr. Leslie (to witness)— Will you state to the Com- 
mittee bow near you reside to any distillery stables; 
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whose.tl^ey are; whether yoa haye ever visited them; and, 
if 80, what was the result of your observation? 

A. Where I reside I suppose would be considered on 
the same block with the stables; there is no block that I 
know of between me and them, no street, at least none 
that is recognized as a street. 

Mr. Tucker — You live on the same block with the 
swill milk stables? v 

A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. Whose stables are they ; Mr. Husted's or .Mr. 
Wilson's? 

A. I reside near both of them. 

Q. Have you ever visited them? 

A« I have, sir, a great many times. 

Mr. Beed — Well, please to state what was the resnlt of 
yqnr observation of those stables; what was the Cfondition 
of them? 

A. They were filthy in the extreme; most all the times 
that I visited them. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you ever seen any of those cowSi on 
any of those premises, with ulcers on them? 

A. I have. 

Q. Have you ever seen cows drink swill so hot that 
you could not hold your hand in it? 

A. Yes, sir; I put my hand in at the time that they 
were drinking it. 

Q. Have you ever seen a cow milked on those premises 
wl^en a core was squeezed from a teat, like the core or 
heart of a boil, and any quantity of pus followed, into the 

pail? 
A. I have seen that, and worse than that, if possible; 
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I have seen the filth and dirt from the cows ran down in, 
almost streams, into the milk pail. 

Mr. TuoMBY— Do you use this milk? 

A. I have been visiting these stables for some fourteen 
ears. I never was used to drinking this milk in mj 
family, and never have, to my knowledge. I told my 
wife that I could not stomach it. 

Mr. LeSLie — Have you ever seen a cow milked wheii 
blood and matter from the' udders dripped from the hand 
of the " milkmaid " into the pail? 

A. I have seen that, sir, and I have seen almost all 
manner of everything that was filthy and disgusting. ' I 
saw one of the ** milkmaids'' milking, and saw his pipe 
fall into the kettle. I have been among them night and 
day; I used to ride down with one milkman, between 
three and four o'clock. 

Q. Have you ever seen a cow in those stables when the 
tail was entirely gone? 

A. I have sir; I have seen them when they had no tails^-^ 
more properly speaking, not enough to even " wag," as 
the SBiying is. 

Q. Is the stench arising from the stables unpleasant, or, 
as a doctor stated to the committee the other day, " pleas- 
ant and musky " ? 

A, I don't know what kind of an olfactory he must 
possess, or what kind of a smelling he had made. The 
stench would be very unpleasant, in my judgment. One 
Sabbath afternoon a gentleman was standing at my gate, 
and there came out a stench from the stable that was very 
obnoxious and unpleasant, I have had my front gate and 

14 
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fencHig boBmepired with the beaatiful paint that they have 
in those stables. I havcr 

Mr. TuoMET (interrupticg) — Just confine yourself to 
:t]ie subject; .we have nothing to do with that matter; we 
want to inquire about the milk. 

Mr. Leslie — Is it a common practice with the keepers 
of these stables to give the cows any other food than 
swill? t 

A. It is barely possible, sir, that they may sometimes 
get hay; but I have never seen a quarter as much hay as 
would be sufiGicient to feed the cows, if they should eat 
much at all. I have seen hay in the staliles, but I do not 
know that I have seen them eat any. 

Q. And you have been there several times? 

A. yes, sir, a great -many times. It is about a month 
since I was through them; they looked better then than 
t!key had looked before. 

Q. Have you ever seen any of the milkmen after obtaia- 
ing their supplies of milk at the distillery, drive to a pump 
and water their horses out of the lids of the cans, after 
which did they fill up the cans with water from the same 
lids? 

A. Yes, sir, I have; some few years ago, after a new 
pump was put up near my house, there was a host of them, 
that were in the habit of coming there to water their 
milk. I put a notice in the paper saying that they mad^ 
such a squeaking noise early in the morning with tb 
pump that we could not sleep, and afier that they lefU 
We didn't want to be annojed with them coming ther 
A few mornings ago I saw one of the milkmen water hL 
horse and drink himself, and I saw him go away with fiv 
cans full. 
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Q. Are the habits of the mea who milk the oovs gene- 
rally cleanly? 

A. No, sir; filthy ia the extreme, all that I have ever 
seen; they cannot be otherwise — awful dirty. The time I 
wrote my letter to the TimeSf giving a description of themi 
they were in a most filthy state. 

Mr. Tucker — Have you been in the habit of visiting 
those stibles often? 

A. I have, sir; I have visited them a great many times 
for several years past. 

Q. Have you ever taken notice whether the cows in 
them chew thejr cud? 

A. Well, the stench was so bad that I could hardly stay 
where their head was, to get that knowledge; I don't 
know that I ever saw a cow chew her cud in my life. 

Q. Did you ever have your attention drawn to that 
fact? 

A. Well; I think I had, sir. The time we had an exam- 
ination there, some years ngo, the owner of the stables — 
I think it was Mr. Underbill, but I am not sure — had the 
stables very thoroughly cleaned up; but I don't think I 
saw a cow shewing her cud. I have been there at all 
times, in the morning and in the afternoon; at one or two 
o'clock, and in the evening at five or six o'clock. 

Mr. Besd — You stated, Mr. Hildreth, that you had 
seen cows with ulcers on their body? 

A. I have seen them there with mucus running sores; 
I call them ulcers. 

Q. Where? 

A. At the stables. 

Q. Whose stables? 

A. I think Mr. Haste d's. 
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Q. Do you know positivoly*that it was there? 

A. I think it was on his premises; I am pretty confi- 
dent it was . I have seen them several times with running 
sores. I have seen them lift cows np in the yard. 

Q. Where was this nicer, sir, on the cow that yon saw? 

A. Well, I think there was one on the hip and one on 
the side of the bajg, near one of the teats. 

Q. Did you see any more than those two? 

A. I do not know, sir; I don't recollect particularly; I 
never thought that I would be called upon ta testify. I 
had been to work at this thing for nearly twenty years. 

Q. Do you think you have ever seen a dpzen cows with 
these ulcers on? 

A. I do not think that I ever did, sir; for I have only 
seldom went around amongst the cows, because I was at- 
tacked several times. 

Q. Have you been in the habit of being there when the 
cows were fed? 

A. I have been there when they gave their swill. When 
Committees of the Common Council have gone to visit 
them I have been invited to accompany them. 

Q. Do you know whether they have hay? 

A. I presume they must have some hay, because I have 
seen carts there; I noticed it. * 

Q; You spoke of milkmen from those stables going to 
the pump; did you ever see country milkmen £oing to the 
pump? 

A. I cannot say that I have; I presume that I have; 
I noticed nothing so much as the stables. 

Q. Do you know that those parties came from the swill 
stables? 

A. 0, certainly; I could give you their names, if I had 
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a mind to. * My wife has been up twenty different times, 
and stood and looked at them* 

Q. Have yon ever used this swill milk? 

A* Never in my^ife, to my knowledge. 

Q. Do yon know a distiller by the name of Wilson? 

A, I do, sir, well. 

Q. bid you ever receive any milk from him ? 

A. Yes, sir, but that was from a special cow that he 
kept for special use, and we paid a good price for the 
milk from that cow. We usually kept our own cow, but 
we ha^ one poisoned, and I had to get milk somewhere else 
for a time. We have got one now. 

Q. This cow, the milk of which you received from Mr. 
Wilson, was it not fed upon slops ? 

A. No, sir ; it was fed on a pasture close by bi9 
dwelling. 

Mr. Smith — You don't know whether that cow was fed 
tipon swill ? 

A. I only know from the statement ; he told my wife 
«he was not. 

Q. He didn't tell you so ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about tl^e Sixteenth street 
distillery ? 

A. I have seen it several times. 

Q. Lately? 

A. I think it is two years since I passed it* 

Q. Have you ever examined it ? 

A. I merely looked into. the yard, but I didn't go in ; I 
think I have seen the cows in the stables ; I have seen in- 
side, and I know it was very filthy, and I have seen the 
*' milkmaids" as they were in the yard. 
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Q. Haven't you used Bome of the milk ? 

A. I never used any of that milk, to my knowledge. 

Mr. TcjoMET — Yon say yon have been at this business 
of breaking u^f the swill milk ; had f on Ktif ol^bct in 
view ? any benefit to yourself? 

A. No, sir, not one mill, not a particle, not a straW*. 
' Q. Are you in auy way connected with this Cokdp&ny — 
this new Pure Milk Company ? 

A. No, sir ; I published my card recently, saying I had 
nothing to do with the new Milk Company. 

Q. You entered into this for the benefit of the com- 
munity ? 

A. Yes, sir, and my conduct will bear me out. I spient 
a great deal of money and a good deal of time. 

Q. Have you spoken to Mr. Husted ? 

A. I never spoke to Mr. Husted about this matter, only 
lately, when he spoke sharp to me, and then I spoke sharp 
to him. 

Q. Have you ever had any business transactions with 
him? 

A. Yes, sir ; this was some time sooner. Mr. Husted 
and myself belonged to the Sons of Temperance together 
for some length of time ; I belong there yet. 

Q. These sores were on the hip ? 

A. •On the hip I think one was, and the other on the 
udder, near the forward teat, I think it was. 

Q. Did you see any healthy-looking cows? 

A. I have seen some of the largest cows there I 
ever saw in my life. The swill bloats them up ; to try 
them with the hand they feel like an india-rubber ball. 
I would not be surprised some time to see them burst ! 

Q. Did you ever see any of them dressed ? 
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A. It is very probable. I have seen some co\l^ thcLt I 
sapposed came from the swill stables ; I would not hav^ 
fed a hog on them. 

Q. Yon don't kD9w 7 

A. No, sir; that is my impression. I was always 
against this swill milk business. I started the tirade 
against the milkmen for not having their names on their 
waggons, and now there is a fine of |5 each in our city 
(Brooklyn) against every man who has not got his name 
on his cart. 

Mr. IlEED-^Mr. flildreth, do you own any property in 
the vicinity of the distillery ? 

J^ No, sir. I do not own a rag of anything. 

Q. Did you ever, lor a consideration, agree to quit, and 
endeavor to prevent any farther excitement of the swill 
milk business ? 

A. No, sir ; and auy man that asserts it tells the most 
palpable and unqualified falsehood in the ¥^orld. Never; 
and if Mr. Husted or any body else says so, they tell a 
most unqualified falsehood. After my gate was besmeared 
with paint from his stables, Mr. Husted said to me : ^' Mr. 
Hildreth, that is too bad ; you know I would not be 
guilty of that act." I was then sitting at my desk writ- 
ing an article for publication about this swill milk 
business, and I took the piece of paper and wrote 
upon it : 

IPaint from MubUVb {DtBtUlers £itai)U0, 

and stuck it on the gate, so that everybody might see it, 
and there was my place besmeared with that beautiful 
paint. Mr. Husted regretted very much what had been 
done to me, and he asked me what I would take for the 
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place, and I said $5,000, for the Mayor had advised me to 
sell it. He said he hadn't any money. About my beiog 
bought ofiF — there was a hint of being bought oflF-r-any 
man that slates that, tells a most unquulified ialsehood. 
I mean to be there until I get those stables away. 

Q. Did you ever say anything about the transaction ? 

A. No, sir, not a syllable . No human being on earth 
heard anything of that kind, and any man that states that 
tells a most unqualified falsehood. 

Mr. HusTED — Yes, you did. 

Mr. HiLDRETH (getting excited) — Eh? Will you swear 
to that ? 

Mr. HusTED — Yes, I will. « 

Mr. TuoMBY — We will have Mr. Husted on the stand. 

Mr. HiLDRETH (resuming) — I want you to understand 
that it is a positive falsehood for any man to state such a 
thing. If I was to be brought before my God before 
night, I know what I have said, and what I mean to say, 
and he (Mr. Husted) or any man that asserts a thing like 
that, asserts a falsehood. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Now, just answer the questions. What 
was the general appearance of the cows there ? 

A. The general appearance, as far as I have i^een, has 
been very bad indeed. Most of the times, perhaps all of 
the times the Common Council would go to make a visit, 
they would have them brushed up a little. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We are talking about the appearance of 
the cows that were there ? 

A. I have seen them so poor that they could not get up 
of themselves. I saw three dead cows, I think, and one 
of them, I was told, was milked that morning. Tb^t was 
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when Mr. Underhill was there. I went ia to look for a 
fowl I had brought some 400 or 500 miles ; it was a large 
shanghie ! I have got the man's name that took it. 

Mr. Tucker — iMr. Hildreth, I will ask you one ques- 
tion : Can you say of your own knowledge that you have 
seen any of those sick cows milked ? 

A. No, sir, I don't know that I have. I have seen cows 
that I would not like to eat the milk of. I do not know 
that she was sick, but I think she was. I have no right 
to say that she was, because I cannot. 

Mr. Leslie — How near was that to their establish- 
ment ? 

A. Across the street. 

Q. And the evidence you have given is connected with 
both of these stables ? 

A. Both of them. 

Testimony of Dr. Frederick A. Putnam- 

Frederick A. Putnam sworn and examined. 

Mr. TuoMEY — You are a physician ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where do you reside, doctor V 

A. At the Metropolitan Hotel. My office is in Crosby 
street. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you ever visited any of the Brooklyn 
^r the Sixteenth street distillery stables in New York? 
Hf so, what was the impression made upon you by your 
-visit Y 

A. I have visited them. The first I ever visited was at 
Bush wick, when I was attending to a patient. I think 
the patient's name was Haight, and he was afflicted with 
inflammation of the eyes ; his wife and child, and a boy 



218 

also had the same disease. The boy who took care of tbe 
cows became blind ; that was 12 or IS years ago. 

Mr. TuoMBY— Was it a distillery, doctor? 

A, He used slops for the cows. 

Q. Was it a distillery stable? 

A. No, sir, it was not a distillery stable, but he brought 
the swill from the distillery. 

Q. How were those cows kept? 

A. They were kept tied in the stable by the horns; the 
man died some five or six years ago. 

Q. How did you come to visit the others—the distille- 
rios? 

A. He said his was a very small place compared with 
the others; I said to him, "it appears to me that the milk 
cannot be very good without the cows getting any hay,'' 
and he told me there were other stables; and being in 
Brooklyn, my curiosity led me to visit them, and I went 
through the stables; X recollect the condition of the sta- 
bles, for I had thin boots on and I could not get through 
without getting my feet wet; I asked if they gave the 
cows hay; this was before I heard anything about the 
swill milk; then they showed me how they fed them; I 
was surprised that the swill was taken so hot; in going 
through the stables I saw cows that were sick with tbe 
distemper. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you ever visited the Sixteenth street 
stables, doctor? 

A. It that is near the Tenth avenue, I have. 

Q. That is the place; did you ever see a cow slung up 
in the Sixteenth street stables, when too weak to be 
milked otherwise? 
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A. I saw her glung up, but I don't know that it was for 
the purpose of bein^ milked. 

Q. Did yon ask any person in the stable why the cow 
was slung np? 

A. I asked what the matter was, and they said she had 
the distemper. 

Q. When was that? 

A. I would not be certain, it is so long ago* • 

Mr. Reed — How long, doctor? 

A. Ten years or more ago; I was going through that 
part to get a broken wagon mended, and I went to the 
stables then, but I never supposed I would be called upon 
to testify in relation to them; my impression was that I 
should never use swill milk. 

Mr. Leslie — Did you use milk after that, doctor? 

A. I do not know that I have drank a glass of any 
since. 

Q. Have yon had any experience of the manner in which 
cows are kept in the country; do tliey tie them up the 
same as they do in the city, in small three feet stalls? 

A. No. 

Q. What is the usual manner? 

A. Cows are allowed to roam; but in cold weather they 
are tied. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Were you ever in any of the dairies in 
Westchester county? 

A. I was born in Massachusetts, where they have large 

dairies. 

Mr. Leslie — ^Have you ever known of. any cows dying 
of disease in the country? 

A. No; except from accident. 

Q. Have you lived on a farm? 
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A. I was raised on a farm. 

Q. Do you consider that the mode in which the cows are 
kept at the distillery stables, without proper ventilation 
and exercise, in stalls three feet three inches wide, several 
hundred cows breathiug the same air, and living princi- 
pally or wholly on swill, can produce healthy milk? 

A. My impression is that the cows are in an unnatural 
excitement, and that beiug the case, the milk could not bo 
very natural; I only speak my common sense; I always 
advise families which I attend professionally never to use 
swill milk, because I believe it is unwholesome for chil- 
dren. 

Mr. Tucker — Doctor, do you know of a case — that is, 
from your own personal knowledge — a case of sickness or 
death caused by the use of this swill milk? 

A. That I cannot answer; I can only tell you that I at- 
tended in families that have lost their children, and knew 
they were using this milk, and advised them to change, 
and since they did so they have not lost a child; some two 
or three children were taken sick, and they were sent 
away, and are alive now. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Where were they sent to, doctor? 

A. Sent into the country. 

Q. I suppose fresh air is as much benefit as fresh milk? 

A. You can get good milk there. 

Q. Don't you suppose so, as a physician? 

A. Change of diet is beneficial if the child is sick. 

Q. You know that this milk came from the stables? 

A. Yes sir, I knew; and I knew that the milk was never 
taken afterwards. 

Mr. Smith — Doctor, did yon ever attend any children 
that were in the habit of drinking country milk, or Or- 
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EDge county and Westchester county milk, or any other 
milk but swill milk? 

A. I suppose I have. 

Mr. Reed — In attending the children of families who 
used country milk, have you ever known any of them to 
lose their children by dysentery or bowel complaint, where 
they used country milk? 

A. I cannot think of one. I will state that children, 
after having taken sick in the city, have died, although 
they had a change of air and diet, but then it was too 
late. I don't wish to speak professionally, but as a man of 
common sense. 

Q. Is it usual for parents to take their children into 
the country when they have bowel complaint? 

A. Yes, sir; some children it is necessary to mind a 
good deal. I had not the most remote idea that I ever 
would be called upon to testify when I entered those 
stables. 

Q. Do you know how the swill is made? 

A. Prom the grain from the distillery, after the nour- 
ishment of the grain is gone. 

Q. What kind of grain? 

A. I don't know; I suppose barley, corn and rye. 

Q. Do you know ^Ihat process it goes through? 

A. No, sir; I don't think any grain, after going through 
the process of distUlation, is as good for use as it is in the 
healthy state. Take hay after undergoing decomposition 
by rain, and it is not half so good; you get the same 
weight, but you don't get the same amount of nourishment; 
and if it is so with the hay, the grain must be deteri- 
orated . 
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Q. Doctor, in makiDg bread for family use, do they put 
in some yeast to make it rise? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think it is conducive to health? 

A. So small a quantity might not do any harm. It is 
put in more, perhaps, for the appetite. You can take 
corn and meal and stir it. up, and I think it is just as 
healthy as any other bread. 

Testimony of Molyneux Bell- 
MoLYNEUX Bell sworn and examined: . 

Mr. TuoMET — What is your business? 

A. I am not in any business at present. 

Q. Where do you reside? 

A. 31 Saint Mark's place. 

Mr. Leslie — Mr. Bell, have you visited Johnson's 
Sixteenth street distillery stables? Will you state to the 
Committee what you saw there? 

A. I saw a cow with an ulcer on her hip, between the 
hock and the knee, with matter running from it. This 
cow seemed to be very sickly and weakly on her feet, 
and I looked particularly at it, for the purpose of seeing 
whether the cuts which were taken by Mr. Leslie's artists 
were correct; I went with him to examine them. I also 
saw a cow lying in the yard which made several attempts 
to rise, when carts were passing — some passed just then — 
and she could not rise, she was so weak. 

Q. What was the appearance of that cow? 

A. She looked very much emaciated to me. The cow 
seemed either to be left there to die, or she would die un- 
less some remedy was given her in a very short time. 

Mr. Smith — What day was that? 
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A. The first Sunday in May of this present year. 

Mr. Leslie — What opinion did you form in relation to 
those stables? 

A. Well, the cows confined without proper air and ex- 
ercise could not be healthy. I had no idea of such a state 
of things, the cow being so much crowded together and 
the smelling so poisonous. My opinion is that it could 
not be possible for them to bo healthy there. 

Mr. Smith — ^How long have you been in this country? 

A. Some fifteen years. 

Q. Do you know any thing about keeping cows? 

A. I have fed them. 

Q. Where was that cow you saw the ulcer on? in the 
stable or in the yard? 

A. Yes, sir, in the stable. 

Q. Did you see more than one? 

A. No, sir; that was standing next the door — close to 
the door. 

Q. In the brick stables, or the frame? 

A. In the frame stables. 

Q. That was at Sixteenth street? 

A. Well, it was on that block — on the upper side, be- 
tween Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets. 

Mr. Leslie — ^Next the stone-yard? 
A. Yes, sir, it was next the stone-yard, close to the 
Tenth avenue. 

Mr. Smith — You are sure it was an ulcer? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Don't you think it was a little hair rubbed oflF? 
A. 0, no, sir; it was certainly an ulcer; we' could see 
rigbt into tixe cavity, and see the matter running from it; 
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it was from a half an inch to three-quarters of an inch 
deep; an nicer, a running ulcer. 

Q. On the hipl 

A, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Leslie — Have yon exer kept any animals of any 
kind? 

A. Horses. 

Mr. TuoMET — Who invited you to these stables? 

A. I went with Mr. Leslie. I arranged to go up there 
to see if the artists had done justice to the matter. 

Mr. Bebd — Have you seen these plates in the paper? 

A. Yes, sir; I have seen some of them. 

Q. Are they the true representations of the facts? 

A. So far as I have seen, they are correct; some I have 
not seen. 

Q. Did you see more than one cow with an ulcer on in 
Sixteenth street? 

A. No, sir; only one. 

Mr . Smith — Did you see these representations of the cows 
in Sixteenth street, drawn by Mr. Leslie s artists? Have 
you seen the pictures drawn t)y Mr. Leslie's artists, show- 
ing off these stables? 

A . Yes, sir . 

Mr. Reed — [Showing witness an illustration of a num- 
ber of cows lying in a very crowded condition] — Did you 
ever see anything like that in the Sixteenth street stables? 

A. I did not see so many cows together. 

Testimony of Frank Leslie, resumed. 

The examination of Mr. Leslie was then resumed. 
Mr. Smith— [Having a copy of Frank Leslie's Pictorial 
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in his hand] — proceeded to interrogate Mr. Leslie with 
reference to some of the illustrations, as follows: 

Q. What are these spots on those cows? 

A. I should imagine that was intended for a spot. 

Q; What is that spot [pointing out pnej? 

A. That is a mere shade. 

Q. What is that spot [pointing out another]? 

A. That is intended for an ulcer. 

Q. What are these strokes down there [showing them]? 

A. For matter. 

Mr. Haswell— I do not think that relates to the 
case. 

Mr. Smith— I would like to know what these spots are 
intended to represent? 

Mr, Harwell — Mr. Leslie is not on trial here; if he has 
made any erroneous statements, that is between Mr, Leslie 
and Mr. Johnson; the Committee has nothing to do 
with it. 

Mr, Beed— Mr. Leslie, are you either directly or indi- 
rectly connected with this Pure Milk Company? 

A. The Pure Milk Company, sir, J never heard of until 
my first paper, wit'i this subject, was on my press. 

Mr. Tucker — (interrupting)— That will do. I object to 
going into any of that investigation. 

Mr. Haswell — That is not the purpose for which the 
Committee was appointed. 

Mr. Leslie — I would like to answer the question. I 
want to say that I never heard of the company until the 
paper was on the press. 

Mr. TucKEB — (interrupting) — Stop now; that will bring 
up some other matter from the other side, and we don't 

16 
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want to go into it, because it has nothing to do with the 
subject before this Committee. 

Mr. Leslie, however, continued and said: It is rather 
singular that the Company should start just about the 
time I brought this subject to the public view. I haye 
books in my oiSce showing that I have long intended to 
illustrate this, with tj^cnty or thirty other subjects. I in- 
tended to do it while I was connected with Barnum and 
Beach's paper. I put this subject down, and that was 
four or five years ago. 

Mr. Tucker — Do you use this milk? 

A. No, sir; it has been stated in some paper that I did, 
but I\lid not know any thing about that. I have taken 
it from the Orange County Company, I believe. I have 
seen parties who said they believed they had taken it. 
All that I have stated I shall be able to back up with 
other witnesses, for it is impossible for one individual to 
know all this mass of evidence that I will bring up. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We want to finish this matter, and we 
will give you to-day to bring forward your proof. 

Mr. Leslie — You have had the principal portion of the 
time, and I have only just begun. You commenced and ex- 
a ined a number of persons in favor of the swill milk inter- 
est, but I have brought only two or three witnesses, and 
haye only asked them a few questions. 

Mr. TuoMEY — I shall take the ground at the next meet- 
ipg that no questions must be put to witnesses except 
such as relate to their own personal knowledge. We 
don't want any one's opinion, and don't fetch any body 
here that will give their opinion. We want to get 
through with this matter, and don't want a man questioned 
for half an hour in regard to his opinion. 
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Mr. Leslie — I think it is necessary with regard to the 
doctors, that their opinion should be taken. It is clearly 
proved by the analyses, that you cannot tell any thing re 
liable aboat the milk. One specimen of the milk from the 
Sixteenth street stables that was analyzed,. contained nine* 
teen parts of butter, while it is well known that^pure milk 
contains only three parts of butter. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We have got two of the ablest chemists 
in the country to examine the specimens of milk which we 
obtained from the swill stables. Mr. Leslie has been 
finding fault that he has not been treated well. Now, he 
was present at most of the meetings, and we examined 
some of his witnesses. Wc extended the time for hitn; he 
has come here to-day, and he has come with wrilten ques- 
tions to put to his witnesses. I stated at first that he 
would have an opportunity to ask any questions from any 
of the witnesses. I don't want a person having charge of 
a paper to come out and say he has not had a fair oppor- 
tunity to be heard. I will, with the Committee, say you 
have had all the opportunities a man could have; yon 
have come here, and you have come with written quech 
tions to put to your witnesses, and to-day you have had 
witnesses examined, and so I don't want you to come out 
and state in your paper that you have not had a fair hear- 
ing before the Committee. 

Mr. Lesue — I certainly have not had a fair hearing 
until to-day. You commenced wrong in the first place, 
for at the first meeting when my witnesses were waiting 
to give their testimony, you stated then ^that you wanted 
parties on the other side to be examined. 

Mr. TuOMBY — ^You were told that you might bring for- 
ward your proof. 
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Mr. Leslie — ^No, hit. You never asked mo one word 
thoxkt it, sir. I had the medical evideoce to bring for- 
ward, bat you never asked me a single word about it, or 
what I woald like to do. Even when you went on the 
visit to the stables, it was found very convenient to see 
some gentlemen connected with the stables previous to 
going to them. Still I never was spoken to about the 
subject. I tell you what I can prove, and you say you 
wish to cut the investigation short. 

Mr. TuoMEY repeated that Mr. Leslie had had every 
opportunity that could be given him by the Gommitteei 
and that the medical witnesses- were examined as quick as 
they made their appearance. 

Testimony of Oeorge 0. Mulford* 

Oeobgb 0. MuLFOBD sworn, and examined: 

Mr. TuOMBY — What is your business? 

A. I don't know that that has anything to do with this 
question. 

Mr. TuoMEV — Certainly it has ; all the witnesses gave 
their business. 

Mr. Tucker — State your residence ; that will be sufiB- 
cient. 

. A. I am doing business at 61 Front street, and am a 
salaratus manufacturer. I liave no objection to stating 
that. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you ever visited the Sixteenth street 
stables ? if so, how recently ? 

A. I have visited them about three weeks ago. 

Q. Did you see any diseased cows there? 

A. I did. 

Q. Were they ulcerated, or had they any sores on them? 
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A. I saw several cows there, which had sores on themi 
in diflferent places. 

Q. What was the state of the stables? clean or dirty? 

A. The stables were in a very filthy condition the morn- 
ing I was there. 

Q. Can yon state what morning th^t was- yon wore 
there? 

A. I cannot. I came from there down to the Mayor's^ 
office, and made a complaint. 

Q. Were you refused admittance to any part of the 
stables 7 

A. There were three stilbles to which I was refused ad- 
mittance. * 

Q. Were there any cows in those stables to which you 
were refused admittance? 

A. I could not see, but I suppose there were. 

Q. Now, please to state what you saw taking place in 
the stables when you were there? 

A. I have noticed, I suppose, fifteen or twenty of the 
stalls, where the cows were kept, which were in a very^ 
bad condition; a very bad smell prevailed. I saw themr 
feed the cows on the hot swill. I understood they would 
not eat it at first, until they wero^forced to eat it. 

Q. Did you see any milk standing ? 

A. I saw the men there washing milk-cans in the 
stables, where the cows were kept, and I saw a can of very 
dirty looking milk. 

Q. How near were the cans? 

A. The cans were very near together. 

Q. Were they very near the cows? 

A. Very near the cows, indeed. 

Q. Well, what did you see? 



230 ^ 

A. I saw one of the cows make water, and part of the 
urine went into the can — and part went into the milk. I 
asked the person that was there, why he didn't remove it^ 
and he said it was none of my business. I told him it 
would be a very easy matter to remove the can. I saw 
^another gentleman there, who was cleaning out the stables. 
I asked him if there was any diseased cows in the stables 
^nd he said there was not. I went to another stable, and 
I saw a cow that had several sores, and I asked him, if he 
•didn't call her a diseased cow? and he said she Ade^ been 
diseased, but was getting well. In. the same stables, I saw 
iwo or three other cows diseasSd. 

Mr.TuoMEt — When was this? 

A. About three weeks ago. Most of the stables I saw 
were in a very bad condition indeed. 

Mr. Tucker — You said those cows were diseased. Do 
you understand what that disease was? 

A. Well, it was a kind of running sore. The tails — I 
think that some did not have any tails at all ; some had a 
tail a few inches, and some a foot in length, and some had 
whole tails. 

Testimony, of C. Morell Hasted. 

C . Morell Husted sworn, and examined: 

Mr. TuoMEY — What is your business? 

A. Distiller. 

Q.. Where do you reside? 

A. In Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn. I came here merely 
to reply to what Mr. Hildreth stated here. 

Mr. TuoMEY— Just reply to him. 

Mr. Husted — Mr. Hildreth stated that I called at his 
house one day, in reference to his fence that had been te- 
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smeared, and that I regretted that it had occurred. He 
then stated to me that I could get clear of him very easy 
if I would buy his place ; he said I might have it for 
$7,500 ; and if I would take his place, he would go off, 
and that would be the last of it; *' and," said he, ** you 
will never hear the last of this until you get clear of me." • 
I respectfully declined, stating that I hadn't the cash to 
lay out in real estate. I subsequently met him about ten 
days previous to the first issue of Mr. Leslie's paper, with 
the swill milk subject in it. He then stated, that '*he had 
a thing under consideration now that would fix us all off; 
and he was going to follew us to the ends of the earth ; 
he would break up these concerns, if it took every dollar 
he had ; he would follow us to the ends of the earth," or 
something to that effect. That is the whole of that mat- 
ter. But, perhaps, you might wish to ask me some ques- 
tions? 

Mr. Tucker — Go on and state the condition of the 
stables. . 

A. There has been considerable said about large num- 
bers of cows being ulcerated in the swill stables. I can 
state positively that I never saw one ulcerated, and I don't 
believe any was there. The general condition of the 
stables is good, I presume. 

Q. What is the condition of your stables at present, 
compared with the condition they were in on the first of 
April? • 

A. Well, sir, I have heard of no change in the stables- 

Q. What is the sanitary condition ? 

A. I have myself always considered them in a fair<*^" 
dition for cow stables. I always believed them he^isij 
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If I bad a sick child I would take it there two hoars a 
day, if I could compel the nurse to stay there. 

Mr. Tucker — It has been said that those stables were 
cleaned up, and that they arc now in a much better condi- 
tion than they were before. Is that a fact? Are they 
more cleanly now than they were on the first of April, or 
prior to the commencement of this investigation? 

A. As far as my observation goes I see no difference. 

Mr. Haswell — For what purpose do you distill the 
grain? 

A. For the purpose of the taking of the alcohol; separat- 
ing the alcohol from the grain. 

Mr. Haswell — I supposed so ; I merely wanted to 
establish the fact. 

Q. Do you know of any mineral or chemical agent being 
used in the distillation of grain, for the purpose of increas- 
ing the alcoholic result? 

A. No, sir; I have no knowledge of that kind. 

Q. You have beard that it has been used by some dis- 
tillers? 

A. I have never known that it has been used by dis- 
tillers; but I have so understood through others. 

Q. But you are not in the habit of using any mineral or 
chemical agent to increase the alcoholic result? 

A. No, sir. I have lived in the community twenty-two 
years, and, with the exception of twelve or eighteen 
months, I have used swill milk. I used other milk eigh- 
teen months, when I was in the omnibus business; for then 
we kept a cow in the horse stable. After a few months 
she died, and then I commenced taking the swill milk. 

Mr. Reed — Died in a horse stable? 

A. Yes, sir, in a horse stable. 
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Mr. TuoKEB — What was the canse of this cow's dying. 

A. I don't know, sir ; bat I think it mnst have been the 
disease that is incident to cows. 

Q. Did you feed it on swill? 

A. No, sir- 
Mr. Haswell — Mr. Husted, there is a great deal said 
about the use of strychnine in distillation. Now, you have 
been a distiller for some years, and have had some expe- 
rience in the matter, are the Committee to understand 
you to say, that it is not usual amongst distillers to use 
strychnine, or any other chemical agent, for the purpose 
of increasing the alcoholic result? 

A. I never did ; and to the best of my knowledge, no 
distiller uses it. 

Q. As a general thing, you think the charge false? 

A. To the best of my knowledge. 

Q. What is the longest lime you have known cows to 
bo retained in any of your own stables? 

A. I could not say, sir ; I keep but little run of that. 

Q. There is a limit, however? 

A. I can only say from information ; they say the cows 
were there two years. I saw ten cows the other day they 
refused one thousand dollars for a week before this excite- 
ment broke out. 

Q. Do you know whether they chew the cud?' 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Never heard the question mooted? 

A. I have paid no attention to the matter, sir. I be- 
came satisfied with the qualities of the swill; and when I 
became a distiller myself, I immediately bought a cow and 
pat her in. I can only say, that I am positive that I saved 
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the life of a child eighteen months old, by giving her tlie 
milk of this swill-fed cow. 

Q. Do the cows belong to you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How often do you go through these stables? 

A. Previous to this excitement, I might have been 
through them two or three times a month; not oftener, sir. 
That is not my particular prerogative; I am otherwise 
engaged, except two hours in the day, when I was there, 
and then I might step in occasionally. 

Q. Have you ever kept a private cow on a lot opposite, 
or near your house, which was fed on grass ? 

A. No, sir; I have fed the cow on swill from the dis- 
tillery. 

Mr. Leslie — I wish- to state that this knowledge was 
derived from Mr. Hildreth,who knew Mr. Husted; buth( 
never came to me until after I had commenced this inves- 
tigation . 

Mr. Husted (to Mr. Leslie) — How long after? 

Mr. Leslie — He never came to me until a month after, 

Mr. Husted — Didn't Mr. Hildreth introduce you to th( 
livery stables, for the purpose of hiring a wagon to "spot' 
the milkmen when they came out? 

Mr. Leslie — Yes, sir; but that was a fortnight after 
had the -picture of your stables; I had pictures of youc=^ 
stables three weeks before I spotted the men; it takes somi 
time to get the pictures up; it was said here, that a co^ 
which was dissected appeared illustrated in various of iti 
parts, the next day in my paper; but that could not pos^ — 
sibly be, for it takes time to get the pictures ready. 

Mr. Reed (to Mr. Husted) — Have you a family of chil* 
dren? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you fed them on swill milk? 

A. Twenty- two years; there is my son there, who was 
brought up upon it — (here Mr. Husted pointed to a ruddy 
cheeked young man, who smiled benignantly); when my 
child was fifteen months old, I changed from dry-fed to 
swill-fed milk; I changed it to swill m,ilk in September. 

Q. When you speak of swill milk, do you mean the 
milk just as it is milked in those stables? 

A. Yes, sir; since this excitement, I bought a cow from 
the man who furnished me with milk, and it has not got « 
iail a half an inch long. 

Testimony of Lawrence Wiseman- 

Lawrence Wiseman, sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoMEY — Where do you reside? 

A. No. 24 Vandam street. 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Wiseman, you are one of the City 
Inspectors of meats? 

A. Yes, sir. 

A Mr. Armstrong — In any particular district? 

A. No, sir, all over the city. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you ever visited these (Sixteenth 
street) stables? 

A- I passed them one day, accidentally. 

Q. Have you ever visited any of these swill stables? 

A. I ne^er visited any of them, sir; only as I passed by 
ene day. I looked in and saw a man milking one of the 
short tailed cows, and piling salt on hor tail about as thick 
as my two fists; whether it was put there to kill the dis- 
ease, or to inoculate them, I could not say. 

Mr. Tucker — There has been considerable said Mr. 
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Wiseman, as to swill-fcd beef; have you had any experi- 
ence in that? — what operation swill has upon the cows? 

A. Well, sir, I have not had any experience as regards 
the feeding of these cows, or any kind of cattle at all; 
the difference between swill beef, and other beef, has been 
known as long as I remember, 

Q. You have been a butcher, how long? 

A. I commenced in 1807. 

Q- Well? 

A. There used to be some excitement about stall fed 
cattle, which came from Albany; there were two classes 
of them, the same as there are two classes of ^cows that 
now come out of these stables; there is one class of cattle 
which is put in the stall, they tell me, in the fall of the 
year, and being taken off the grass, and put into these 
swill stables, if properly fed, with hay as well as swill, 
that makes very good beef ; and then, again, I have seen 
steers and oxen from the same direction, that could scarcely 
walk; I have fed hogs; the way I used to feed them, was, 
I used to send for this swill, and get it home, and put it 
in a cask, and then mix it up with ship stuff, and make 
very good feed of it. 

Q. That made very good feed? 

A. Yes, sir; but swill, itself, I don't think would make 
very good feed. 

■ Mr. Reed — Have you dressed many stall-fed cattle in 
your time? 

A. I have sir, a good many. 

Q. What is the general appearance of the cattle inside 
as to health? 
A. The general appearance is good. 
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Q. Are their liverB, as a general thing, healthier than 
those of other cattle, or are they otherwise? 

A. Just as healtliy. 

Q. How are their lungs, generally? 

A. As good as any others. 

Q* Does the beef of cows that are fed in a swill stable, 
commaod a larger price from batchers? 

A. It depends altogether on the state of the market; it 
never commanded a higher price than any other beef of 
good quality. 

Q. What class of beef is it considered by butchers? Is 
it considered good meat or bad meat? 

A. From the information I have collected, there are in- 
dividuals who are in the habit of dealing in one class of 
these cows that come from these stables, and I am told 
they buy them for from one dollar to two dollars and fifty 
cents apiece, and somo a little higher; we have traced 
some of the beef which I have seized in Washington 
Market, and it, no doubt, came from the Williamsburgh 
distillery, as far as we could judge; I have been reliably 
informed, that these cattle were driven from the other 
side, over the Houston street ferry; one of five that came 
from there dropped in the street, and was left there, and 
the others had enough to do to get to Attorney street; I have 
also heard from a man, on the upper part of the island, 
that there were two cows that he had dissected, and the 
one he put in the dung-boz, and the other he wouldn't 
have anything to do with; I have seized two cows that 
•came from the neighborhood of Sixteenth street, but I 
eould not positively say that they came from the stables; 
they were dressed, and brought to Washington Market, 
and placed very nicely between two other quarters of 
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good beef on the one eide, and two on the other; bat I 
happened to discover it. 

Q. Do you know where it came from? 

A. I cannot say that I made any particular inquiries 
where they came from; I have seen some come from Long 
Island; some come from Williamsburgh; I have taken 
one hundred and seven quarters of this beef out of Wash- 
ington Market, but I cannot say where it came from, only 
I have traced three cows to Williamsburgh, and hav« got 
the man's name that bought them there; they are killed in 
Attorney street, by a parcel of Jews, that they call cow- 
jobbers, and they deal in that article altogether; some of 
the Gentiles deal in it also. 

Testimony of Noah A. Childs. 
Noah A. Childs, sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoMEY — What is your business? 

A. My business is a Rectifier. 

Mr. George Moore — Mr. Childs, how long have you 
been connected with the milk business? 

A. Ten years, directly. 

Q. You kept cows both in the country and in town? 

A. Both country and town. 

Q. How was the health of the cows in the city com- 
pared with those in the country? 

A. The first five years I kept my cows in the Sixteenth 
street stables, and I think I lost three cows during those 
five years; I then leased a farm, what is now Murray Hill, 
and on the first summer I had it I lost twenty-seven cows, 
and that discouraged me in keeping my cattle out; there 
is some weed that grows about that place which was in- 
jurious to the health of the cattle, and I could attribute 
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their death to nothing elsebnt that; I didn't put my cattle 
ont any more, for the first year satisfied me that I coald 
do better in a stable; not only that, but I never heard so 
mnch complaint against milk as there was against that 
conn try milk; there was constant fanlt found with it; we 
had then a certain rule aboat dilating it, which was about 
ten quarts to the hundred. 

Q. The milk from the stables gives more satisfaction 
than the countrv milk? 

A. Always; I never had any complaint, particularly, 
against my cows that I kept in the city, nor against the 
milk. 

Mr. Haswell — You refer to this particular case? 

A. Yes, sir; I knew no other cause for the complaint 
than the unhealthiness of the cattle, and I attributed that 
to something poisonous in the grass. 

Mr. Haswell — I want it to be understood, that you 
speak of this particular case. 

Mr. MooBE — There appears to be an impression, that 
the cows in the stable give more milk than those in th^ 
country; how is that? 

A. The cows in the country, where the grass is good, 
give as much milk as those in the stables in the city; 
where there were fifty cows, we averaged eight quarts a 
day, and thought that a very good average; this wasjn 
the stables; they would give more if taken out upon fresh 
grass for a time, in hot weather. 

Q. Have you been familiar with the Thirty-ninth street 
stables? 

A. Yes, sir, twelve years; I was throagh them last 
week. 
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Q. How was their condition then, compared with thdr 
condition on the first of April? 

A. I saw no particular change* 

Q. How is it as to the condition of the cows? 

A. The cows were not so good. 

Q. For what reason? 

A. The best cows have been sold off. 

Mr. Tucker— Do you know that for a fact? 

A. I know it as a fact of my own personal knowledge. 

Mr. MooBB — How were they as regards ulcers? 

A. I never saw any myself. 

Mr. Tucker — I saw some sores on those cows myself. 

A. Those were caused, probably, from lying down; it 
is nothing more than a little chafing. 

Q. Mr. Ghilds, when those cows are sick, what do they 
do with the milk? 

A. When acow is sick, the first thing we discover, is, 
that the milk stops; that is the first discovery we make of 
their sickness; the general practice is, to milk the cow 
every day, because, if we stop milking, the cow becomes 
dry; those cows we milk upon the ground as long as they 
will give milk. 

Mr. HaswelTj — If you were not to milk her for three 
days, would she dry up or not? 

A. I do not think she would; but if you didn't milk 
her for a week, she would dry up; but you have got to 
milk her every day, and then, when she gets well, she will 
give milk again. 

Mr. Tucker — Do those cows that are fed on swill lose 
their cuds? 

A. I have known some capes where they have. 

Q. As a general thing? 
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A, No, sir, not unless they were sick; but if a cow got 
sick from some cause, and. lost it, tbej would go to work 
and make a cud for her. 

Q. It has been stated, that as a usual thing, these cows^ 
after they have been in the swill stables any length of 
time, lose their cuds? 

A. Such is not the case. 

Q. That you know of your own knowledge?. 

A. Yes, sir, because I heard a remark that brought my 
attention to it particularly* 

Mr. Moore — Do you know of any cows in the stables 
being fed on swill alone? 

A. No, sir; it was stated that cows are put in there 
and fed on swill till they die — pine away and die; that 
would be bad policy for a milkman; the great object among 
milkmen, when I was in the business, was to see who 
would have the best cow, and the best beef; our object 
was, to fatten them at the same time, so that when they 
got dry we could sell them immediately; and, if I could 
save the increase between what I got for them, aifd paid 
for the fresh cows, I did very well. 

Mr. Reed — What was, that increase? 

A. Sometimes twenty-five per cent. ; I have had sixty- 
five per cent.; at one time I bought some steers, and paid 
fifteen dollars a-piece for them; I kept them only four 
months, and sold them for seventy-five dollars; that was 
the largest increase I have ever made, although I have 
had large increases. 

Mr. Reed — Do you use this milk in your family? 

A. When I first commenced in the business I was poor, 
but as I had abundance of this milk, and as it was well 
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calculated for cooking, I gave it to mj family freely, for 
I wanted to live as high as any body. 

Mr. TucKEB — Did yon take the milk from the general 
milking ? 

A. Yes, sir; took it from the cans always. 

Mr. Leslie — Mr. Childs, were you the former proprie- 
tor of the Thirty-ninth street stables ? 

A. Yes, sir, I was . 

Q. Are yon interested in them now? 

A. In no way or shape whatever. 

* 

Mr. Reed — Are yon in any way connected, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, with those stables, at the present 
time ? « 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you come here voluntarily to give your testi- 
mony, or was your presence solicited ? 

A. Nobody solicited me; I came here after reading th 
reports in the papers. 

Mr. Xeslie — When you owned the stables did the cow^ 
belong to you ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You only supplied them with food and lodging? 

A. Yes, sir; but one cow in the stable I did own. 

Testimony of Joseph Irish. 

Joseph Irish sworn and examined: 
Mr. Tuomey — Where do you live ? 
A. 752 Greenwich street. 
Mr. Reed — Are you a milkman, Mr. Irish? 
A. I have kept cows in Sixteenth street; I took care of 
them myself and I carried the milk myself. 
Mr. Tucker — How long? 
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A. Two years; I used this milk myself always; I milked 
it right from the cow, and it was as good milk as I wauled 
to drink, and I have had nobody find fault with my milk; 
when I was carrying milk Mr. Mills said he was carrying 
premium milk, and he fed universally upon dry feed. 

Q. Do you feed your cows anything but swill ? 

A. It is a good many years since I carried any milk • 

Q. I thought you kept cows there now ? 

A. No, sir; I didn't want you to understand that. 

Q. When you kept them in Sixteenth street, what did 
you feed them on? 

A. Swill and hay, and I never had a sick cow of any 
sort; I have also kept cows in the country; I would pre- 
fer the swill for them to anything else; and I can raise as 
good milk as any body; I think it is the height of folly 
for any body to argue such a thing as that there ia poison 
in this milk. 

f A Mr. Whiting here indulged in a laugh.J 

Mr. TuoMEY — You must not disturb the witness. 

Mr. Whiting — Have I not got a righft to laugh? I was 
laughing because you were looking direct at me. 

Mr. Irish, (reaming) — I think where a cow is fed upon 
swill, the milk would be thinner and not so good, as cat- 
tle always want something to raise the cud. I think I can 
make a cow give more milk by feeding her upon distillery 
slops than in any other way; I do not think the milk will 
be quite as heavy or as thick, but I think it is good 
enough; I have never had any fault found with it; I have 
brought up young children on it, and I use it myself; but, 
when they use it for children they put water in it. 

Mr. Tucker — They put water in it? 

A. l think they do; I never put any water in my milk; 
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Mr. Pease, of Division street, (Five Points,) got milk from 
a Long Island man, and he tried my milk with his, and he 
said mine was the best. 

Mr. Reed — Have you got a family of children? 

A. I have ten children. 

Q. When you were in this business did you always give 
them this milk? 

A. Yes, universally; all the diflSculty I had was to got 
the swill in its pure state; they not only water milk but 
they water swill; that I was not satisGed with. 

Q. You are not, you say, now a milkman? 

A. No, I am not; but I have lived in this city more 
than thirty years, and have had good experience in swill 
milk, and all other kinds of milk; I have seen milk brought 
from the country that it would be a disgrace for anybody 
to use; I have also seen the stables in the country, where 
they stable the cows; I have seen as filthy stables there 
as I have seen in Sixteenth street. 
, Mr. TuoMEY — What part of the country ? 

A. Westchester county. I was brought up in th&^ 
country. Some of the stables there are clean, and som^p^ 
are filthy, and that is according to the people who keej^- 
them. 

Q. How do they keep the cows in the dairies there 
do they keep them in stables ? 

A. They keep them in a stable; they let them out i 
summer, you know, and in winter they keep them alto- 
gether in stables. 

Q. The same as they do here ? 

A. The same as they are here sir — by the same system* 
As to that part of the story, I think cows can be kept 
here as healthy and clean as anywhere. 
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Mr. Tucker — From your experience, do you think that 
three feet in width is enough room for a cow ? 

A, I think it would be, except it was a very large cow. 
Cows, you know, never lie down on their side; they 
always lie down partly on one side; they don't turn over. 
I never saw any stalls where there were any bad cows, 
either lying down or standing up. 

Q. Do you think three feet is as good as five feet ? 

A. I don't know what the width of them is; I never 
measured them, and so I cannot tell. 

Q. You say you have been in the Sixteenth street 
stables, and seen how the cows were ? 

A. I never seen them crowded; they keep them fully 
as close in the country as they do here. 

Mr. Reed — When you kept cows in the Sixteenth street 
stables, was there room for them to lie down ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they the same stables which exist there now, 
as existed when you were there ? 

A. All the stables that were located above the Tenth 
avenue, are now pretty much all below. Some were 
burned down by the fire. I never had any sick cows 
there at all. 

Mr. Tucker — How long is it since you quit your 
business. 

A. It is fifteen years since I carried milk; but when 
Mr. Childs was there I was very conversant with the 
place, and used to sell him hay, when he kept four hun- 
dred cows. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Did you ever see any ulcers on the 
cows ? 

A. I never saw any . I never heard of any until lately. 
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Mr. Leslie — Is it your opinion that a cow can remain 
healthy without any exercise for a year or two ? 

A. I didn't give mj cows any exercise, and I never had 
any sick. 

Q. It is your opinion that they can remain healthy 
without exercise ? 

A. I know they can, as far as my experience is con- 
cerned. 

• * 

Noah A. Childs recalled. 

Mr. Childs was recalled for the purpose of speaking of 
what he saw the farmers of Vermont doing, when he was 
there, recently. He said: I was through Vermont this 
spring, and saw some of the farmers arranging their 
troughs for the stable. They said they were getting ready 
to run the water in to water the cows in the stable, and 
to cut their feed and grass and carry it to them. They 
kept them constantly in the stables because they were so 
much better. It was stated to me that one man had four 
hundred cows, and he had the water brought into the 
stables last summer, and he found that his cattle were 
much better by having them confined, than they would 
have been had he let them run at large. 

Mr. Tucker — Did you notice the stalls ? 

A. There was no partitions between the cows; they 
put their heads in between two pieces of joice. They 
give them no more space than we give them here. 

Mr. TuoMEY stated that the Committee would meet 
again on Tuesday, when they would wind up their busi- 
ness, and he wished the parties on both sides would have 
their witnesses present. 

The Committee then adjourned till ^Tuesday , the 16th 
inst, at 2 p. m. 
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SIXTH MEETING. 

Tuesday, June 16th, 1858. 
Present, Alderman Tuomey', Tuckbe, and Reed. 

Mr. Tuckee — Mr. Leslie, the Committee is ready to 
hear anything you have to oflFer. 

Mr. Leslie — I handed in the 'names of ten gentlemen 
yesterday to Mr. Valentine to be subpoened to attend here, 
bat I see only two or three present. 

Mr. Tucker — Where is Mr. Myers ? 

Mr. Tebbence P. Smith (the Messenger) — I subpoened 
them. 

Mr. Leslie — There are two of the most important wit- 
nesses that the subpoenas have only just been sent to. 

Mr. Beed — Have you a list of those witnesses ? 

Mr. Leslie — I have, sir. [Mr. Leslie handed Mr^ Keed 
the list.] But I have witnesses ready to go on with, sir. 

The examination was then proceeded with, and Mr. 
Leslie called his witnesses. 

Testimony of Albert Berghaus. 
Albert Bebghaus sworn and examined. 

Mr. TuoMBY — Where do you reside ? 

A. Jersey. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you visited the distillery and cow 
stables of Husted and Wilson ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When ? And what was the "state of those cow 
stables as to cleanliness and ventilation ? 

A. I should say that when I first went to these s'lables 
I felt perfectly astonished, because I have never seen any- 
thing like it before. I have seen a great many cow 
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stables ; I have seen cows kept before, but this was some- 
thing entirely new to me ; and especially the stump tails 
was a new feature to me. I never saw a stump tail cow 
before. 

Q. How about the cleanliness ? 

A. I could not use that word cleanliness. The stables 
were perfectly filthy. Some of JLhe walls were covered 
with manure ; and the dung and manure taken from the 
stables — taken by a kind of^ board with a handle made for 
the purpose — was put into a box at the door of the stable, 
and filled the air with a horrid stench. 

Mr. Tucker — Which stables were these? 

A. Husted and Wilson's stables in Brooklyn. About 
the ventilation, I should say that what I have seen, there 
was not sufficient for a cow to be well in, especially in this 
country, and this part of the country, where in summer 
the thermometer rises to 90 and 100 degrees. 

Mr. Leslie — Were the windows closed at the time yon 
saw them, or were they open ? 

A, Some of the windows were closed, and some were 
open ; but the windows were only holes. 

Q. Do you know anything about the modes of keeping 
cattle, so as to speak definitely about this matter ? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. What was the general condition of the health of the 
cows in those stables ? 

A. Some of the cows seemed to be healthy at the first 
sight, but by looking, close at them I found myself con- 
vinced that a great many could not be well, because a dull 
eye does not indicate health ; and I saw some of the cows 
breathing so hard — it was rather a cold day — breathing 
so hard, and moving their flanks in such a singular style, 
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that I could not suppose them to be healthy. Of course, 
in summer a cow will brfeathe short and move her flanks, 
bat I never saw a cow breathe so hard in a healthy state 
in a stable as I saw the cows l3reathe in those stables. 
My supposition was that the cows must have been sick. 
There are but few signs of sickness in cattle. The first 
evidence of sickness a cow presents is by refusing dry 
food and drinking water, which is a sign of fever, and 
having inflammation of the ey^s, &c ; and some of these 
signs I found there. 

Q. Do you know what kind of food was given to these 
cows? 

A. I saw nothing but swill slops. 

Q. Did you see anything else but swill given to these 
cows at those stables? ^ 

A. No, sir ; I have been there several times, and saw 
nothing but swill given to them. 

Q. Did you visit any other stables ? 

A. Yes, sir. After the exposure made in our paper, I 
went to some other stables in Williamsbnrgh and in 
Queen's County. I saw some hay there served to the 
cows, but I suppose the hay was given them after the ex- 
posure had been made ; I have never seen any hay served 
them in the swill stables before the exposure. 

Q. Have you visited the Sixteenth street distillery 
stables since the exposure, and if so, what is the difference 
between them now and when you visited them first ? 

A. Well, there was a great difference. When I went 
to the Sixteenth street stables it was about or before the 
1st of May — before we published anything about the cows 
being kept on swill, &c.; I went there, and saw in two of 
the stables the same filth and dirt that I had seen in the 
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Brooklyn stables; those were the two frame buildings; 
two of the brick stables seemed to be in a little better 
condition; especially I noticed the fore part of one of the 
brick buildings; but in the other stables I saw the same 
filth and the same manner of cleaning that I saw in Brook- 
lyn — if they can call that cleaning — slushing along with a 
board, without any broom or anything of that kind. 

Q. Were the stables cleaner on your last visit than they 
had been previously? 

A. Yes, sir; I went there twice and saw the place in 
the same condition; but I went there the third time — 
after we had published the pictures and articles about the 
Brooklyn stables — and then I found it dififerent, and so I 
told Mr. Aitchison, the foreman; but I found it still 
cleaner and nicer when I went there with the Committee; 
the cleanest state I found it in was when I went along 
with the Committee. 

Q. Did you see any of the cows in Sixteenth street with 
ulcers on them? 

A. Yes, sir; I distinctly remember seeing one cow there 
with a sore on her udder; and I also distinctly remember 
having seen a cow with a sore or ulcer — a flowing, running 
ulcer — on the right side of the hind leg, between the hip 
and the knee. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Where was that? 

A. In one of the brick buildings in the Sixteenth street 
stables. I took a sketch of that cow, and that cow was 
represented in Mr. Leslie's paper. 

Mr. Leslie — Did you see any other sick cows in the 
stable? 

A. Yes, sir, I should think so; for instance, I saw cows 
lying down on the ground and discharging manure; and 
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that shows that the intestines are weak; and there I saw 
two cows, on ray visit with the Health Warden, and 
pointed them out to Mr. Aitchison, that could not stand 
on their feet; I do not know whether they were sick in- 
ternally or externally; I did not see any ulcers on them, 
but they could not stand on their feet, and endeavors were 
made to hoist them up. 

Mr. TuoMBY — In what way? 

A. By taking hold of the tail and hoisting them up. 

Mr. Leslie — Have you visited any swill stables in 
New Jersey ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the appearance of the cows there ? 

A. They were horribly wretched animals. And I saw 
there a very funny feature: ihat was, a dead cow fixed up 
and dressed, apparently for market purposes. 

Mr. Keep — Where was that ? 

A. In Jersey city. That cow stable was owned by one 
Martin Williams. 

Mr. Leslie — That is the man who was arrested for 
selling a dead cow to the butchers. 

Mr. Leslie — That is all, Mr. Berghaus. 

Mr. Smith — Did you make a visit to these Sixteenth 
street stables by yourself, or did you go with a party ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. With a party? 

A. Yes, sir; I went twice there alone. 

Mr. Smith — I refer to -when you were there with a 
party ? 

Mr. Berghaus — What do you mean ? 

Mr. Smith— Did you go with the City Inspector's 
officers ? 
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A. Yes, sir, I did% 

Q. Do you recollect saying then that you were unable 
to find what you were looking for that day ? 

A. No, sir; I do not remember, and I do not think I 
did say so . 

Q.'How was it ? did you find what you were looking 
for that day ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Things were pretty clean on that occasion ? 

A. Not pretty clean. No, sir, I could not say that; 
but cleaner than I saw them on my former visits. 

Q. In all your visits to .those stables, it appears yon 
have discovered that they fed nothing but swill ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. No hay ? 

A. I never saw any hay fed there to the cows. 

Q. And you saw two or three cows that, apparently, 
had ulcers upon them ? 

A. Yes, sir; I don't recollect the exact number. 

Q . You don't appear to mention more than one at any 
time ? 

A. I distinctly mentioned two, namely: one that had 
ulcers on the body and leg, and one that had a sore upon 
the udder; and I saw several breathing hard and moving 
their flanks, that were apparently sick, according to my 
notions about a sick animal. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the manner in which cows 
are kept in the country. 

A. Yes, sir, but not in this country. I have seen cows 
always allowed to roam at large, but not kept confined in 
a stable like those that are called swill stables. 
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Q. Do you know how the city of London is supplied 
with milk ? 

A. No, sir; I heard of it; but from my own personal 
knowledge I cannot say anything about it. 

Mr. Tucker— You stated that you didn't find what you 
were looking for ? 

A. I deny saying that I didn't find what I was looking 
for; I didn't state that. 

Mr. Leslie — Do you know anything about the manner 
of keeping cows abroad — as this question about supply- 
ing London with milk is put ? 

A. Yes, sir. I have studied agriculture in the old coun- 
try (Germany) myself, and can give you any satisfactory 
answer, at far as I may be able. 

Q. Do they keep cows on swill abroad in a similar 
manner that they do here? 

A. No, not at all. They sometimes feed swill, and 
wealthy farmers sometimes keep distilleries on their farms, 
and if it happens that the grain don't bring the regular 
and a reasonable price, they very often distill their crops, 
and then they give the swill to the cows, but they never 
give swill alone to them. 

Q. Did the cows have only the same quantity of room 
there that they have in the stables here? 

A. No, sir; they have more room from what I have 
seen. 

Mr. Reed— They are not^losely confined there as they 
are here? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Mr. Berghaus, are you the artist of Mr. Leslie? 
A. Yes, sir; I am one of his artists. 
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Q. Did you take a majority of the pictures on this sub- 
ject that were in his paper? 

A. I made a great many of those pictures. 

Q . Were those pictures faithful representations, or were 
they fancy sketches? 

A . I would say in regard to those pictures, that they 
are correct as it was possible to make them under the cir- 
cumstances. If you only take the filthy, sickly colors, and 
make the horrible stench that were at the stables, and add 
them, I think the pictures will be more correct. They 
only give a representation of what I saw there. 

Q. Have you been conversant with cattle? Do you 
conceive that you are fully competent to judge of the 
health of cattle, &c. 

A. I should say from experience of several years, that 
I could give an opinion about the healthy or unhealthy 
state of cows, as far as we are able to find out from the 
outward appearance and close observation. 

Q. Have you examined cows in the country? 

Mr. Berghaus — In this country? 

Mr. Reed — Adjacent; in counties adjacent to here? 

A. No, sir. I did not; my artistic line did not bring 
me in contact with them, except these in those swill 
stables. 

Q. Have you traveled in this state. 

A. Yes, sir; I have traveled all over the country. 

Q. Have you examined dairies in your travels? 

A. No, sir; I have not. • 

Q. You don't know how they compare with the stables 
here? 

A. No, sir; from what I have seen I could not give a 
comparison. 



Mr. Bbed — You haye stated that you saw a cow lying 
down discharging, manure. Would a cow that was fed 
entirely upon swill make such manure as is made in those 
stables? You say you have visited them, and that you 
have been engaged with cattle. Would that swill produce 
that kind of manure? 

A. If a cow is fed on nothing but swill, and never gets 
any dry feed, of course the manure will be more liquid 
than if the cow was fed upon dry feed. But I should think 
that — (a pause) — Well, that is all I can say about it — the 
manure will be more liquid. 

Q. How should you judge that those cows were fed? On 
some dry feed, or on swill entirely? 

. A. On swill. I would say that if I had never seen 
a cow in such a state as I saw at those stables, and that, 
cow which I saw was brougjit before me and I saw her 
discharge manure, I should say that cow was suffering 
from diarrhea. 

Mr. Beed — I am speaking about the general condition 
of the cows. You judge from the manure that they had 
been fed on nothing but swill? 

A. That is rather hard to answer. It may be that in 
8ome cases a cow shortly after coming to the stables will dis- 
charge mdnure in a more consistent manner than if kept 
in the stables for a long period; and so that could not be 
siny case of importange, I suppose. 

Testimony of Ciamer Veman- 
Cramer Yernan, sworn and examined. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Where do you live, sir? 
A. I live in Brooklyn, sir. 
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Mr. Leslie — Did you ever visit Johnson's Sixteenth 
street distillery stables, Mr. Vernan? 

A. I have been there, sir. 

Q. Will you state what led you there, and what you saw 
when you were there? 

A. It was some years ago, what year I could not tell yon. 
I went up there to see Mr. Johnson or his agent, on busi- 
ness, and I saw many cows there, how many I don't know; 
but I understood that it was a very large number. I saw 
a few out in the lot; there was a vacant lot near the 
stables with, perhaps, from five to ten cows upon it. 
There was one standing up and a man each side of her, and 
a third man milking her. That is all I know about it. 
The cow apparently had lost the use of her limbs. 

Q. What were the men each sideof her doing? . 

A. Holding her up apparently, sir. 

Q. And the other man was milking her? 

A. Yes, sir. Who the men .were I could not tell you; 
and I would not say it was Mr. Johnson's cow; I don't 
know anything about that. 

Q. What was the condition* of the other cows which 
were in the lot? 

A. I think they were mostly lying down. I rather con- 
eluded that they had been brought out of the stables, and 
that they had, apparently, lost the use of their limbs. ^ j 

Q. Did you visit the stables when you were there? 

A. I looked in at them, but did not go in to them. 
They had very many stalls and ranges of cows. 

Q. Did you form any opinion about them as to their 
cleanliness? 

A. They were apparently clean; there was just room 
enough for the cows, apparently, as I recollect now.. 
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Mr. Smith — You cannot fix the date of that? 

A. 0, bless you, no! 

Q. Do you know any thing about what they did with 
this milk? 

A, I do not know, sir. 

Mr. Reed — Were they ^lilking the milk of that cow 
into a pail or on the ground? 

A. In the pail, sir. 

Q. Was it in the premises occupied by Mr. Johnson? 

A. That I do not know, sir; it was on a lot adjacent to 
his premises. 

Testimony of David £. Hutchison* 

David R. Hutchison, sworn and examined. 

Mr. Leslie — You used to live in the neighborhood of 
the Sixteenth street stables, did you not, Mr. Hutchison? 
-A. I did. 

Q. Have you visited those stables at that place? 

A. I have visited the Sixteenth street stables belonging 
to Mr. Johnson. 

Q. Can you describe their appearance at the time you 
saw them? and give us your opinion as to the cleanliness 
of them? 

A. It is some seven or eight years since I resided there, 
and there was considerable feeling in the neighborhood in 
consequence of the smell which was supposed to come 
from the stables, when the wind blew in a certain direction; 
and it led to several meetings in the neighborhood, with a 
view to petition the Common Council to abate the nuis- 
ance; and it led us to visit the stables; I went there 
myself. 

17 
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Q. Did you ever see any diseased cows milked in those 
stables, Mr. Hutchison? 

A. I did, when I went up there alone one morning or 
one evening; it is so long since, that I do not recollect 
whether it was in the morning or the evening. 

Q. What was the appeajance of the cow you saw 
milked? 

A. She had a diseased udder; I, being alone, did not 
make any enquiries; I took a walk up there, and there 
was a person milking her. 

Q. Had she any sores or ulcers on her udder? 

A. She appeared to have a sore, and I supposed the 
matter from the other side was running into the pail. 

Mr. Reed — Did you see it, or is it merely a supposi- 
tion? 

A. I saw what appeared to be matter. 

Mr. Leslie — Did you ever see any cows suspended in 
any manner, or held up, to be milked? 

A. I never did, sir. There was considerable agitation 
in the neighborhood in regard to the stables; and they 
were generally prepared for our visiting them. When I 
went there, the stables were always very clean and tidy. 

Q. Did they expect you there? 

A. It was supposed that they expected us there. They 
gave us free access to the stables whenever we visited 
them; those in charge were very courteous about it. But 
this time when I saw the diseased cow being milked, was 
a time that I went up there alone; I think it was in the 
morning; I was out marketing, and I went up alone. 

Q. Did you ever see any sick cows turned out on a lot 
there? 

A. There was a lot there, but I never took particular 
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notice. The meeting was among the propertyj holders^ 
there, and I didn't take so much of an interest jn the* 
matter as those who were property owners, as I merely 
hired a house in Fourteenth street, and in a neighborly 
capacity I met with them. 

Mr. Smith-^You owned some property there? 

A. I did not; I was simply a house-holder. There was- 
considerable feeling in the neighborhood in regard tojthe? 
smell, and it was this that caused these meetings. 

Q. Was it considered healthy or otherwise? 

A. I considered it unhealthy; it was rather an unpleas- 
ant odor. 

Mr. Reed — It was not very " musky " ? (A laugh). 

A. I do not know what name to call it; it was not 
pleasant at all. We were very much annoyed when the 
wind was in a certain direction . 

Mr. Tucker — That cow you spoke of, with a sore udder* 
that 70U saw them milking, what was the condition of 
that cow otherwise? That is, how was her general ap- 
pearance? 

A. Well, she appeared like other cows. I am not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with cattle to give an opinion. I know 
nothing about agricultural affairs. 

Q. You could not tell whether she was in a veiy poor 
or in a very good condition? Is that it? 

A, Middling, I should think; as milk cows generally 
are. 

Mr. Smith — What street did you live in? 

A. Fourteenth street. 

Q. What number, sir? 

A. I think it was 231, between the Eighth and Ninth 
avenues. 
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Testimony of James Odell 
James Odell, sworn and examined: 

Mr. TuoMEY-7-Where do you reside, Mr. Odell? 
A. Fifty-first street. 

Mr. Rbed (facetiously) — Alderman, he looks as if he 

• 

had been fed on swill milk. (A laugh. The gentleman 
was fully developed physically, especially in the abdom- 
inal region). * 

Mr. Odell (in reply) — Koast beef, sir. (Merriment). 

Mr. Leslie — Did you see a lot of cows that were 
T^rought from the Sixteenth street stables a few weeks 
ago? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q. What was their condition? 

A. I was not near enough to judge; I think there were 
one hundred or one hundred and twenty-Pive going up the 
Tenth avenue; I do not know where they were driven to. 

Q. Haven't you made any remarks as to the appearance 
of those cows? 

A. I have said, as near as I can remember, that some 
t)f them looked pretty good and some of them looked 
pretty slim; milk cows generally look more or less in 
that vtay. 

Mr. Leslie — I understood that you had made the re- 
mark that those were the worst lot of cows you ever saw 
in your life? 

A. I guess that is a mistake; I don't remember making it. 

Q. Do you prefer cows fed in a distillery stable or 
those that are stall-fed? 

A. I have seen cattle come out of those stables that I 
thought were good, and I have seen others from there that 
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were bid. Tho good ones that came from there were not 
fed on swiir altogether; they had other food. 

Mr. Tucker — Have you any more questions to ask, Mr. 
Leslie? 

Mr. Leslie—No, sir; he is not able to answer the 
question that I called him to answer. 

Mr. Reed — Are you a practical butcher? 

Mr. Odell — I do not know whether I know as mucb 
as I ought to, but I have been thirty-two years in the 
business. 

Q. Have you ever killed any cows that came from the 
distillery stable? 

A. I have, sir, many a one. 

Q. Was the meat good? 

A. Well, I have killed some that I thought was not 
good, and some that I thought was first rate. 

Q. Where the meat of those cows is really fat, does it 
compare favorably with other meat, or otherwise? 

A. Where it is just as fat, and the cows have been kept 
healthy, it does compare favorably. 

Q. Have you been in the habit of going through these 
cow stables? 

A . Not of late years. 

Q . Have you been in the habit of traveling and seeing 
dairies in the country? • 

A. Yes, sir; I have seen a great many. 

Q.'How would the cows in the stables, when you last 
saw them, compare with those you saw in the country 
dairies? 

A. Give me my choice, and I would rather have the 
milk of the country 

Mr. Seed (interrupting) — I am not speaking of the 
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-milk; I am speaking about the cattle. How would they 
compare as to quality and appearance? Take five hun- 
dred cattle, say for sooth, from the swill stables here, and 
five hundred from the country, and how would they com- 
pare? 

A. I should thjnk they would compare very much alike; 
I have seen as good cows in a swill stable as I have seen 
anywhere else; but I do not think they were fed on swill 
altogether, though. 

Q. Do you know whether the men keeping cowsin 
those stables are in the habit of feeding the cows aU 
swill? 

A. I have been in the stables a thousartd times, and I 
think I have driven away a thousand cows from the sta- 
bles at different times; and I have seen. them feed hay; I 
have seen them feed it a great many times; and I have 
seen them feed swill too. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Did you see them feed meal? 

A. Yes, sir; both indian meal and oil meal. 

Mr. Tucker — This drove of cows you say you saw 
going towards the country, do you know whether they 
came from the Sixteenth street stables? 

A. That I could not say, but I supposed so. It was im- 
mediately after the stir was made about the swill milk 
subject; and, I supposed, from the appearance of thecowS; 
that they were taking them away. 

Q. Did you notice them close enough to see whether 
they were sick or sore? 

A. I did not see any sores on them; but some looked 
pretty weak, and I supposed that was from being confined 
in the stables; I don't suppose that to shut up a bullock 
or a cow or horse in such little places as are given to 
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these cows, they would be as healthy as they would be if 
allowed to run around. But in New York it would be an 
utter impossibility to let them run out; they would lose 
half of them, if they were in good condition. 

Testimony of Warren leland. 

Warren Leland, sworn and examined: 

Mr. Leslie— Mr. Leland, it has been stated before this 
Committee that cows in the country are kept in the same 
way that they arc in the distillery stables here, in small 
stalls, three feefr three inches wide, and confined there for 
six months together? 

A. That has not been my practice with my cows. 

Q. Will you state what is your practice and your expe- 
rience? Are you in the habit of keeping cows on a farm? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you state the manner in which you keep your 
cows? 

A. We stable them at night, and let them run out to 
pasture in the day time. 

Q. Have you lost any cows with the disease that is 
known among cows in New York? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever known any body in the country to 
lose any? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever known any cases in any part of the 
country which you visited, where they keep the cows pent 
up the same way that they do in the city? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. Smith — Whereabouts is your farm? 

A. At Rye, Westchester County. 

Q. Do you turn out your cows every day in the year? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Winter and Summer, eh? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you send the milk to the New York market? 

A. Yes, sir; I send it to the Metropolitan Hotel. 

Q: That is a pattern place. I understand? 

A, Yes, sir; a celebrated hotel. 

Q. Their dairy, I understand, is a pattern place? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Smith — I have heard of that before. 

Mr. TuoMEY — You use this milk expressly for your 
own hotel, Mr. Lcland? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ever visit these stables in Sixteenth street? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever travel much through the dairies in 
Orange County? 

A. I have not in Orange County; but I have in West- 
chester County and some in New Jersey. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We had witnesses here who said the cows 
were kept in Orange County in the same way that they 
are kept in New York. 

Testimony of John K. Genin. 

John N. Genin, sworn and examined: 

Mr. Leslie — Mr.'Genin, do you reside in the neighbor- 
hood of any of these distilleries? 

A. I have lived for nine years in Fifteenth street, be- 
tween the Eighth and Ninth avenues. 

Q. Have you ever visited the Sixteenth street distillery? 

A. Very frequently; I have gone with my friends to 
show it as a special object of curiosity. 
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Q. And what did you and your friends think of it? 

A. A matter of filth from beginning to end I 

Q. Do you know anything in relation to these stables? 
You have lived there so long and before they were^burnt 
down? 

A. I lived there at the time of the last fire, and saw 
the cows turned out into the street in a very feeble con- 
dition. 

Q, Was the atmosphere very pleasant that particular 
night? 

A. Whenever the wind came from that quarter I al- 
ways had to close the windows of my house. 

Q. How long ago was that fire? 

A. I think it was about five years ago; I moved from 
there last Fall. 

Q. Did you ever notice particularly any diseased cows? 

A. I am not a doctor of cows, but I have seen cows 
there that were as like healthy cows as a man in a hospi- 
tal is to a healthy man; cows with every kind of disease^ 
I should suppose; but I am not a doctor, and, therefore, 
cannot speak definitely; what kind of disease they had I 
cannot say; they looked as much like country cows as a 
sick man in one of the hospitals on Blackwell's Island 
would look like a healthy man sitting in this room. 

Q. Did you notice anything about the ventilation of 
the stables when you visited them? ^ 

A. I think the ventilation was something like what 
would be in the top story of a building in the Five Points; 
that is as near as I can compare it. 

Q. Was there much light in the stables? . 

A. They were very narrow stalls, close sheds, and gome- 
ttiing of that kind • 
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Mr. Smith — Don't you own some property in the vici- 
nity of those stables? 

A. I do not now, sir; I did own a house there, and I 
sold it for more than I gave for it. 

Q. How long ago did you say this fire took place? 

A. I should say about five years. 

Q. Were there any cows burnt at that time? 

A. Yes, sir, quite a number. 

Q. About five years ago, eh? 

A. I will not be positive as to dates. 

Q . Was it not some ten years ago? 

A. I think it is about five years ago, but it may be 
more than that; it is about nine years since I moved 
there . 

Q. I suppose you are aware of the docks having been 
built within that time? 

A, Yes sir. 

Q. And you probably know that some smell was made 
by that? 

A. There was a smell from that, but the smell from the 
stables was something peculiar. 

Mr. Reed — "Musky;" a swill milk smell? (No reply). 

Mr. TuoMET — You have been there often? 

A. Yes, sir, a hundred times. 

Q. What was the general appearance? 

A. I do not know that I can describe the general ap- 
pearance. 

Q. The general appearance of the cows? 

A. As unlike healthy cows in the country as a sick 
man is unlike a healthy man. 

Q. What was the general appearance of them? 

A. Like cows ready to go oflf and die if you blew them 
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•with a good blast of wind; I cannot describe them in any 
other way; I frequently went with my friends to show 
them how beautifully we had things in New York. 

Mr. Reed — A model city? 

A. A model, city; I don't wish to reflect upon any per* 
son either one way or the other; I merely state how mat- 
ters appeared to me. 

Mr. Reed — Did you notice any cows with ulcerated 
sores on them? 

A. I cannot say particularly that I saw them with 
sores on them. I have seen them with tails half gone, but 
whether that was caused by disease or not, I could not 
say; but they were unlike ordinary cows that I am in the 
habit of seeing. The only thing I wonder at is, that a 
man should be brought here from his business to testify in 
relation to this subject, it is so plain to everybody that 
this business is a nuisence. I received my subpoena ten 
minutes ago. 

[Mr. Leslie — There should be five or six more witness- 
es here, but I do not see them present. 

Mr. Smith (the messenger) — I subepnaed them all. 

Mr. TuoMEY — We have got to make out our report, and 
want to close to-day. 

Mr. Leslie — That must depend upon you, of course. 
I can bring forward a great deal more evidence if I have 
only time given me to do it. 

Mr. TaoMRY — This evidence would be the same thing 
over and over again. We have got the facts already upon 
this subject. 

Mr. Leslie — I can bring forward witnessess to show 
that they have seen cows held up and milked. 

Mr. Tuomey — Have you any more witnesses here? 
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Mr. Leslie — I have no more here at the present time. 
There are two affidavits here that I wish to lay before 
the Committee (Mr. Leslie then handed the Committee 
two affidavits, which, with others, will be found in the ap- 
pendix). 

Mr. Tucker — Mr. Leslie, if you have any testimony 
which you think is important, and which you think would 
have any bearing on the case, you can take the affidavits 
of such persons and send them to the Committee. 

Mr. Leslie — That is what I did yesterday; and I 
handed in to Mr. Valentine the names of some ten gentle- 
men, to be subpenaed, but the subpenas were not sent 
till late. 

Mr. Tucker (interrupting) — If Mr. George Law (one of 
the gentlemen who had been Bubpenaed,) won't come here, 
take his affidavit and send it to the Committee. We 
don't want to sit here and hear a hundred different wit- 
nesses testify on the same subject. There has been a good 
deal of repetition on the other side, and therefore the 
Committee don't want any more. 

Mr. Leslie— I don't think you can have any evidence 
of a diflFerent kind than what you have had, but you can 
have more of it, which would corroborate and strengthen 
the other. I was up this morning till three o'clock look- 
ing after testimony, but the trouble is that some of the 
witnesses are afraid to come here and give their testimony, 
before so many gentlemen on the other side whom they 
are acquainted with. 

Mr. TuoMEY — If a man tells the truth he should not be 
afraid to give his testimony. 

Mr. Leslie— But you know there are interests in busi- 
ness which deter them. I saw a man this morning 
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who was employed in these distillery stables up till some 
months ago* He told me some of the most disgusting 
things I ever heard in my life: he says, that when'a cow 
was urinating, he saw a man walk up to the cow, wash his 
hands in the urine— he stopped milking to do it- and then 
went on milking the cow again. That fact was brought 
out reluctantly. He did not know that I was in the room; 
there were two or three other parties in the room ques- 
tioning him. 

Mr. Beed — (shrugging his shoulders) — We don't want 
that. 

Mr. Leslie — The evidence which I have yet to bring 
forward is of that kind. 

Mr. Tucker — We have given you all the time that we 
possibly could. 

Mr. Leslie — I have worked as hard as I was able to 
work to get my testimony before you, but if you don't wish 
to hear any more, of course I cannot help it. 

Mr. TuoMEY — Send the affidavits of the other witnesses 
^hose testimony you think important. 

Mr. Leslie— I want to ask Mr. Smith a few questions, 
I suppose he will have no objecrtion to answer them . 

Mr. Smith — 0, not at all sir.] 

Edwin B. Smith recalled. 

Mr. Leslie —Now, Mr. Smith, don't you recollect that 
for the last two or three years a private cow has been 
kept on the premises of the Messrs. Johnson, or some- 
where near them — I will not say on them — but on the oppo- 
site side, and that Mr. Johnson and you had the milk served 
to you from that private cow? I will not say how recent- 
ly it was received from that cow, but it is within a year 
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Mr. Smith — I think about a year ago or more — it miglit 
be a year and a half ago— rMr. Johnson directed me to put 
a cow in the horse stable. As I had a man there, who 
had very little to do, he brought the milk to the house. 
I think, that about two weeks — or three weeks .of that 
time when that cow was there — ^whether it was while Mr. 
Johnson was in the country with his family, I am^not pos- 
itive — the milk was taken to my house. That is all I 
know about the private cow. 

Mr. Leslie — You may not, perhaps, know it; but if I 
had time, I would bring forward evidence to prove that 
that was a long practice, and " Little Jimmy/' milked 
the cow. There is a little fellow in the stables whom 
they call Little Jimmy. 

Mr. Smith — I have told you the facts. Mr. Aitchison 
is here, if you want any other information, 

Mr. Leslie — This is not very important. Only, you 
said you used swill milk; and I wanted to show that you 
took a good kind of swill milk. 

Mr. TuoMBY — We will now close this case for the sea- 
son. We will adjourn si7ie die. 



APPENDIX 



Affidavit of Kra. Mary S. B. Shindler. 

Several years ago I was living in New York, and was 
the mother of a very. healthy child. In consequence of a 
raised breast, I was obliged to wean my boy, and resort 
entirely to a diet of cow's milk. His bowels became 
affected; and after passing through the stages of violent 
inflammation, from which he was saved as by a minacle, 
the disease assumed a chronic form, and after baffling the 
physician's skill, I was ordered to change the air with the 
child. We took him to Pishkill Landing, and he re- 
covered rapidly. It was inconvenient to leave the city, 
and when the child appeared well, we returned. In two 
days the same symptoms returned, and we fled again to 
Fishkill. Again the child recovered, and once more we 
brought him back to the city. Those terrible symptoms 
I now began to know so well, again made their appear- 
ance, and we fled to the country the third time. It was 
now the fall of the year ; and thinking the danger from 
the warm summer air of the city was over, as soon as the 
child appeared quite recovered we returned home. To 
our surprise, he was at once attacked with the same symp- 
toms, and our physician and ourselves began to suspect 
the real enemy. Old Mr. and Mrs. Van Ness were living 
opposite, and they insisted on sending us over for the sick 
child milk from their own grass-fed cows ; and after that 
though the weather became warm, damp and sultry, the 
child became well, and continued so. 

Since then I have been roaming through the world, and 
have been here now but a short time,' so that I do not 

18 
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know whether the physician who attended my boy is 
liying in the city; bnt'if I could see hiniy I think I ooold 
bring the circumstances to his recollection. Our family 
physician was Dr. Horace Green, of Clinton place, but 
he was absent in Earope, and the case was managed by 

Dr. Washington, who was recommended by Dr. 

Green, My name was at that time Mrs. Charles £. 
Dana. 

I have submitted to this unpleasant publicity, and have 
been thus minute and specific in my statements, because I 
think this is a holy work, and because it is my earnest 
belief that " swill milk'^ is the great cause of mortality 
among the children of this and other cities. All we want 
is an honest inyestigation of ihe subject; and perhaps it is 
the duty of every one to tell what he knows about it, and 
to stand firmly up to what he says. 

MARY S. B. SHINTDtER. 

The above named Mrs. Mary S. B. Shindler personally 
appeared and made oath, that the foregoing declaration by 
her subscribeB is true . 

ROBERT M. STREBEIGH. 

Com. of Deeds y fyc. 
New York, June 9th, 1858. 



Affidavit of E A Le Boy, Zi- 

About the middle of the month of May, I became aware 
of the fact, that my family was supplied with milk by a 
man by tbo name of Ljster, who, according to " Frank 
Leslie's Illustrated Paper," supplied his customers with 
swill milk. My attention was called to the fact from see- 
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ing the number of my house in the above paper as one^f 
Lyster's stopping places. My fatlier's number was also m 
the above paper; and on my calling his attention to the 
fact, he spoke to the said Lyster, as I am informed an4 
believe, in reference to the quality of his milk; whereupon 
Lyster refused to give any information as to where the 
milk came from* After the above conversation, the said 
milkman stopped coming to my house, as well as to my 
father's, although I had never spoken to him. Both my 
father and myself owed him money, and had his tickets, 
but he has not sinoe called for either. 

My child (eighteen months old) living almost entirely 
on milk, as soon as the warm weather commenced, wa« 
taken with a violent diarrhoea, which kept increasing, and 
refused to yield to ordinary remedies. Upon discovering 
the fact that I was supplied with swill milk, I gave direc- 
tions that no more milk should be given to the child, and 
from that moment the diarrhoea ceased, and the child got 
well. In my own mind, and in that of the doctor who 
was in attendance, there was no doubt of the fact, that the 
sickness was caused by the quality of the milk, taken in 
connection with the change in the atmosphere. 

E. A. LE ROY, Jr., 

91 East Twelfth street. 
New York, June 14th, 1858 . 

City and County of^ew York^ ss: — Edward A. LbRot, 
Jr., of the city of New York, being duly sworn, says, that 
•he is the person described in and who signed the foregoing 
statement, that said statement is true to his own know- 
ledge, except as to the matters therein stated on informa. 
tion and belief, and as to those matters he believes it to be 
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true ; and that, excepting those matters, all the facts in 
said statement came under hia own personal observation. 

B. A, LB ROY, Jr. 

Sworn before me the 14th ) 
day of June, 1858, J 

T. B. Waeehan, Com. of Deeds, 

59 Fulton St., JV. Y. 



Affidavit of George 0. Mulford. 

City and County of Jfew York, 88 : — Georgb O. Mul- 
TOBD, being duly sworn, deposes and says: that he resides 
at number 160 West Thirty-sixth street, in said city. 

Deponent further says: that on Monday mbrningf the 
17th instant, he visited the cow stables, situated on Tenth 
avenue, and Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets, in said city; 
that about fifteen hundred cows are there kept in said 
stables; that they are confined in rows, side by side, of 
eighteen or twenty each, a rail, or board, separating 
one cow from another, the hinder parts of the cows in 
parallel rows, being only separated by a passageway of 
about three feet in width, into which the droppings from 
the cows are lodged, and which frequently remain for some 
time, and during the time of milking. 

That the cows are fed from troughs, into which hot swill 
is placed; that they, when first brought into the stables, 
refuse to drink or eat it; but being deprived of all other 
food, they are at last compelled, by force of nature, to eat 
the same. 

That deponent is informed, and verily believes the same 
to be true, that the cows, when first taken into the stables, 
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are inocalated with the diseased matter from the older 

M t 

cows; that this inoculation is made in the tail of the cow^ 
and that the same becoming sore after being diseased, rots 
and drops away, until but littld, if any part of the same^ 
remains; and the disease, at the same time, spreads 
throughout the system of the cow, from which large sores 
are generated, and cover the body of the cows; that de-^ 
ponent saw a number of the cows in this diseased con- 
dition; that the tails of some were entirely gone, of others 
a few inches long, and some of them had numerous large 
running sores upon their bodies, which rendered them a 
sight disgusting to behold. 

That while in this diseased and filthy condition, and 
amidst the filth of the passageways, and of the spaces^ 
underneath the cows, they are milked; that the milk-cans 
are washed and filled in the stables, rendering them liable 
to receive a part of the filth thereof, and, in fact, they do,, 
as while deponent was viewing the washing of the milk 
cans, by a man employed in the stables, he observed the 
water voided by one of the cows fall into one of the cans; 
that the stables are in a very filthy and offensive condition, 
the cows, many of them, presenting the appearance of dis- 
eased and living skeletons, covered entirely with running 
sores, and having no tails; that the great wonder of de. 
ponent is, that amidst such filth, and noisome, and vitiated 
air, which is almost suffocating, while in the stables, that 
the cows live as long as they do. 

Deponent further says, that he saw, while at the said 
stables, several milk wagons come after milk; that one Of 
said wagons had '^ C. Gallagher" thereon; another " P. 
Eiley, 286 Sixteenth street;" and another " W. Winter;'^ 
that deponent also saw several of the cans filled with 
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milk, and that the milk therein had a dirty appearance, 

and was offensive to the smell. 

GEO. 0. MULFORD. 

5worn to before* me, the Soth ) 
xlay of May, 1858. J ' 

Daniel F. Tiemann, Mayor. 



'Vommunicatioh of the City Inspector to the Board of Healthy 
complaining against the stables as being a nuisance. 

City Inspector's Depabtmbnt, 
New Yoek, June 1, 1858. 

To the Mayor and Board of Health : 

In conformity with the provisions of title 3, article 1, 
section 1, subdivision 3, of an act entitled, " an act rela- 
tive to the public health in the city of New York," passed 
April 10, 1850, the City Inspector would present to the 
Board of Health the cow stables, situated on blocks 
bounded by Sixteenth street and Fifteenth street, (north 
and south), and Tenth and Eleventh avenues, (cast and 
west), and between Thirty-ninth and Thirty-eighth streets 
(north and south), and Tenth and Eleventh avenues, (east 
and west), as constituting nuisances deemed to, be detri- 
mental to the public health, as follows: 

• 

First. That each of the abovementioned establishments 
are so deemed, from the extent and nature of the business 
carried on therein, constituting a local nuisance. 

Second. That the keeping of cows in large numbers 
within a small and closely confined space, renders such 
cattle liable to fever and disease; and that the milk and 
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meat of tbe same, if disposed of, by sale or otherwise, for 
consuroptioD, as food, exerts an injarious effect upon the 
public health. 

The foregoing complaint is presented, m order that the 
subject matter embraced therein may receive a just and 
thorough investigation, and that the same may be legally 
acted upon by the Board of Health, in accordance with 
the provisions of the act of the legislature above men- 
tioned. 

I would respectfully ask, that an early date may be fixed 
for the examination of this complaint; of which meeting, 
I would further ask, that timely notice may be given to 
me, so that the persons interested may be notified, to show 
cause, as mentioned in said act, the subdivision indicated 
reading as follows : 

" 3. It shall be the duty of the City Inspector, on com- 
plaint being made to him, or whenever he shall deem any 
business, trade, or profession, carried on by any person or 
persons in the city of New York, detrimental to the 
public health, to notify such person or persons to show 
cause, before the Board of Health, at a time and place to 
be specified in such notice, why the same should not be 
discontinued or removed, which notice shall be a notice of 
not less than three days, (except in case of epidemic or 
pestilence^ the Board of Health may, by general order, 
direct a shorter time, not less than twenty-four hours), 
and may be served by leaving the same at the place of 
business or residence of the parties to be affected thereby. 
Cause may be shown, by affidavit, and the order of the 
Board of Health shall be final and conclusive thereon." 
Respectfully submitted, 

GEO. W. MORTON, City Inspector. 
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Letters from Distingniisbed PhyaLoiaiui. 
The following letters in relation to swill milk, were 
received by the Board of Health on the same day on which 
the resolutions appointing tho Gbmmittee of Investigation 
was adopted: 

From Dr. Jlugtistus K. Gardner., 

New York, 141 East Thirteenth street, 

May 17, 1858. 
Frank Leslie, Esq. : 

Dear Sir: — Your letter, requesting of me such facts and 
opinions as I may possess respecting swill milk and its 
effects, came duly to hand. I have read the numbers of 
your paper which have portrayed by pen and pencil the 
iniquities of this pestiferous business. I congratulate you 
upon the apparent success which seems to crown your 
labors; I congratulate myself upon this late fruition of my 
long-deferred hopes. 

When I first came to New York, to commence the 
practice of medicine, in 1845, I had occasion to pass in 
the neighborhood of Sixteenth street, North river, and my 
attention was attracted to a peculiar sickening smell that 
pervaded all that locality; and some months later again 
noticing it, I traced it to its cause — Johnson's distillery 
and the contiguous cow-stables. I noted the confined 
manner in which the cows were kept, some diseases with 
which many were afflicted, and, as occasion offered, pur- 
sued these investigations in a quiet manner. Satisfied 
that the cows were in an unnatural condition, independent 
of diseases which I thought might be accidental and occa- 
sional, I was inclined to think that the milk from such cows, 
so kept, so fed, could not be natural, and I doubted if milk 
made by man could equal milk made by God for the nourish- 
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ment of his creatures. I proposed a Committee of Exam- 
ination at an early meeting of the New York Academy of 
Medicine. Ignorant of parliamentary proceedings, 1 
found myself, unexpectedly and nnwillingly. Chairman of 
this Committee, and finally was still more astonished to 
find how much work I had laid out, and that I had it all 
to do myself. Still I did not shrink from it, but encour- 
aged, and occasionally accompanied, by a few members of 
this^ Committee, I visited the various cow-stables in this 
city, at all hours of the day, from 4 a.m. to 8 p.m., at feed- 
ing, milking and cleaning times. I saw them, fresh 
comers, soon sickening in the process of ^' acclimation," 
dying; and not leaving them then, I followed them to 
their last home at the ** Nackers," watched their eviscer- 
ation, and thus made careful post mortem examinations of 
their diseased bodies. I was at the morning's and eve* 
ning's milkings; and every quart of milk used in making 
scientific examinations I purchased myself at the stables, 
and generally at 4 a.m.; had it milked into my pail, and 
personally carried it for examination, in order that no 
possibility of any taint or impurity might have been 
added by design or accident in its transit, and also to in- 
sure its freshness, that no deviation from the normal 
standard might be ascribed to its being too old, or kept 
without sufficient care. This furnished the data for the 
first scientific paper ever read to the Academy of Medi- 
cine, being the report of the afore-mentioned Committee, 
made March 1st, 1848. A temporary excitement followed 
the reading of this paper, but it was soon forgotten. 

Some time after, a reporter of the Evening Post called 
upon me with a letter of introduction, requesting me to fur- 
nish him with such facts as I possessed; as he intended to 
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again commence the Bnbject. I gave him this report 
and such advice in the premises as I was able in an hour's 
interview to communicate, the result of which subsequenfr 
ly appeared in successive numbers of the Evening Fo^t^ 
but in which my name and labors were studioosJur 
avoided. 

Since then I was witness in a suit brought against 
Daniel Howard, of the Irving House, by a milkman, for 
some hundreds of dollars. The defence was, that the milk 
was not of a proper character. The case was tried by 
Judge Daly, and was fully reported at the time. The 
plaintiff, I think, was non-suited, principally through my 
testimony. The testimony of the milkman and his friei^ds 
as to the character of this milk, and what constituted pur^ 
milk, was very curious, and would be well worthy of re- 
publication. I attended the court three or four days in 
this suit, and received for my services, in a case in which I 
was noways concerned, two subpenas — one dollar in all — 
for my time and services. So much for the fees of experts, 
and the gratitude of those who are benefited by scientific 
study. The little noise made by this trial soon wore 
away. / 

Subsequently, I made a report to the Academy of Medi* 
cine upon the " Meat of New York," in which I traced the 
sick cow after death to the shambles. This was published 
in a medical journal, and is now forgotten. 

The proceedings of the Brooklyn Board of Aldermen 
had a like futile result. Your paper has held the mirror 
up to nature, and has made every inhabitant of this city 
to see the loathsome condition of the stables and their 
poor inmates. (Why not show the appearance of these 
brutes' feet? They are more curious than the Esqui- 
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-shoes.; They cannot put a ^irop into their tea 
feut they think of the tailless cows from whom they fear it 
'W'as taken; they cannot give a child its bread and rnilk^ 
l^nt the festering sores of the kkie, their ulcerated udders, 
^Topsicftl frames and foul breath, rise in the imagina- 
tion. 

The facts you state are not exaggerated, for I believe 
the troth cannot be expressed with too much precision, or 
in a manner to surpass the actualities of the case. You 
^ve views of the pent-up condition of the cow, coyered 
^th foul ulcers; but you cannot convey the languor, the 
8our breath, the drunken eye of the animal. You repre- 
sent one cow, and there hundreds are collected together, 
$ke stars in the Milky Way — so thick as to be countless. 
You do not give the nauseating smell of the place, and 
which the wind of a summer's day blows for many blocks. 
The scientific portion of your description as it is taken 
from my report, although my name is not mentioned, I 
find no reason to disapprove. The further experience of 
the ten years since this was written, has added no new 
facts, nor disproved any of the old.. I can now reaffirm 
all there stated. 

Finally, I see but one objection to your desire of entire- 
ly doing away with swill milk stables, and that is their 
convenience — as this milk is raised in town it is always 
present; no railroad bridges break down; no rivers freeze 
up; nor is the transit so long from its place of creation to 
its places of distribution, for it to sour before delivery 
upon a summer's day. As a temporary supply in case of 
an accident, the swill milk is bought by very many of the 
best milkmen of the city. If you but suggest a substitute 
for this source, you will do much to put it down. 
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I trust, sir, that, not deterred by threats of those who 
would willingly gain money by the " murder of innocents," 
you will persevere in your philanthropic work — tell the 
people that these cows haye no hay, grain or meal; that 
they live on a barrel of swill per diem; show them their 
bloated carcasses, pu£fed up like a human " rummy,'' and 
ask them if they wish their children to be fed on milk 
thus manufactured; ask if cows thus fed, and thus kept^ 
can give healthy milk? Would they select as a wet-nurse 
a rumsucker, with her pimpled nose and ruby check? 
Yet, why a cow in an even more unnatural condition? 
Give them the testimony of the butchers, who can smell 
the flesh of these cows, and in the dark select it from 
the contents of a stall; ask the cooks how its peculiar 
fumes, when cooking, taint the air. 

While swill milk establishments exist, there is no need 
of a Herod to destroy the children. Go on, then, in your 
crusade, till every vestige of this unholy traflSc is rooted 
out. For less praiseworthy deeds men have been sanc- 
tified by the Holy Church. You have an avenging rod in 
your hands, whose cuts will strike death to those who 
seek gain at any cost to others. You have the support 
of the community, who have erred through blindness. 
Accomplish this work, and you will prevent more disease 
and save more lives, than all the twelve hundred physi- 
cians of this city. 

The awful weekly report of the City Inspector, with its 
hundreds of children dead from cholera infantum, convul- 
sions, diarrhoea, dysinteries, &c., will be almost decimated, 
the aalubrity of New York vindicated, and joy substituted 
for lamentation. Theseus was almost deified for having 
destroyed the Minotarus, a horned bull, who demanded of 
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the Athenians an annual tribute of seven blooming youths 
und seven lovely maidens, whom he devoured. The fable of 
Ancient Pagan Greece is modified jn the nineteenth centuryi 
and in Christian New York, and now thousands of modi- 
fied Minotaurs annually destroy hundreds of our sweet, 
chubby-cheeked children, annually wringing hundreds of 
loving parents' hearts, A temple and various festivals 
long honored the name of Theseus — what honors shall 
await his representative in this age? 

Yours, respectfully, 

AUGUSTUS K. GARDNER. 



" From Dr. John W. Francis. 

New York, May 14, 1858. 
Frank Leslie, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: — Your written request came duly at hand. 
Your interrogatories are pregnant with important issues, 
find involve the mighty consideration, whether it is judi- 
cious or imperative to arrest the progress of a great pub- 
lic evil, which, according to almost universal opinion 
among the faculty, annually immolates its thousands of 
innocent victims. You ask as to the eflfects of " swill 
milk upon the health of children and adults," and you 
have, heroically and with a philanthropic spirit, communi- 
cated to the public a body of facts which, though famili- 
arly known to many, now for the first time seem to have 
awakened a becoming attention. Give yourself conso- 
lation that you are justified, on the most terrible grounds, 
in the expositions you have made. 

Some eight or nine years ago the New York Academy 
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of Medicine took up the subject for medical and hygioQic 
discussion, and an elaborate report, drawn up by a specifJ 
•committee, at the head of which was Dr. Gardner, was 
published by that body for the enlightenmetit of this mjB- 
tropolis. The yital facts contained in that document ba7« 
never been controverted, and all additional investigation 
since that time has only served to confirm the reasoning 
and pathological doctrines then set forth. That report 
was a great achievement; it was the result of minute and 
labored inquiry, and hopes were cherished that its saving 
doctrines would not so early have been overlooked. 

I have not been an indifferent observer of the evils ori- 
ginating from those direful establishments where swill 
mUk is engendered, and of those loathsome abodes whei^ 
those unfortunate cattle who yield that beverage are con- 
gregated. That the lives of those animals, with the ma- 
terial of their sustenance, can afford anything bat the 
most pernicious aliment, is deduced from an inspection of 
their physical condition, and a knowledge of the laws by 
which healthy lactescence is secured. Nor is there a 
practitioner of the healing art in this great metropolis 
who has not often been baffled in his curative means, in 
the treatment of infantile disorders, by the noxious agency 
which this direful aliment exercises on the human consti- 
tution, particularly on those who are of early age. Our 
climate, by its extreme summer heat, is a source of many 
afflictions to the young and newly-born, but our vast mor- 
tality is closely associated with the nourishment supposed 
to be imparted by the impure milk yielded by those dis- 
eased cows, and the abraded, ulcerated and otherwise de- 
stroyed texture of the intestinal lining occasioned by food 
in which this calamitous milk forms so large a share — it 
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is safQ. to say quadruples the number of deaths occurring 
in the early, periods of existence. There is a popular 
opinion which prevails, that a hogshead of swilled mill^ 
will not yield a pound of butter, and I scarcely tiiink the 
doctrine unfounded. 

I rejoice to see by the public papers that our. patriotic 
If ay or Tiemann seems to countenance your noble and dis- 
interested labors. 

With all due consideration, 

Your friend, 

JOHN W. FEANOIS. 



From Dr. Edward H. Dixon. 

42 Fifth AvENirf}. 
Frank Leslie, Esq. : 

Deab Sir: — In answer to your inquiry on the subject 
of " swill milk on the health of children,'^ I reply, that 
thei'e can be no doubt of its shockingly injurious tendency. 
During twenty years of my professional life, I was con- 
tinually obliged to obserye the withering results of its 
use as an article of diet on great numbers of children. 
I have repeatedly declared it in my journal to be the 
greatest cause of dropsy in the head, and infantile and 
scrofulous summer diarrhoea in our city children, and 
have given extensive articles on its pernicious results on 
organic life in the pages of the Scalpel. 

The fact that every swill fed cow will, in time, die of 
scrofulous abscesses or consumption of the lungs and 
bowels, and will give quantities of milk till her death, 
ought surely to prove to any rational being that her milk 
must be dreadfully pernicious, and nnsuited to supply the 



288 

natural elements for the healthfal growth of its organs to 
the child; when we know that such a large proportion of 
mothers are unfit to nurse their own children from in- 
herited vices of constitution, and deficient physical train- 
ing, and such fearful diseases are transmitted to them 
from dissipated fathers, it is, truly, a subject calculated 
to arouse every sympathy of the soul, ta refiect that 
these great sources of death should be aided to an extent 
so dreadful by feeding the helpless victim with liquid 
scrofula. 

One in five of our city children die in infancy. Great 
Heaven ! can this be " the will of God ? " Go on, my 
dear sir; every good citizen will bless and sustain you 
in your noble and manly course, and an enlightened legis- 
lature will not fail to stop the awful inhumanity, ra 
another year we shall not have a cow stable in the state, 
and the mortality of childhood will be reduced one half. 

I am, most sincerely, 

Your admirer and friend, 

E. H. DIXON. 
Editor, Scalpel. 



From Dr. Stephen Griswold. 

No. 581 Hudson Street, 

New York, May 16, 1858. 
Frank Leslie, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: — Yours of the 14th is received, and it affords 
me pleasure to throw in my mite in overturning the giant 
evil with which you have undertaken a combat. 

The manner in which the living machines for turning 
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Bwill into milk — the cows— are confined and fed, is snffi- 
ei^nt to establish the conclusion in the mind of eyery 
educated physician that they nfast of necessity become 
diseased. 

As every animal and living thing, as well as man, is 
oomposed of the elementary compounds of the materials 
upon which it feeds, if these materials are of an improper 
character, or not supplied in a sufficient variety to produce 
all of those compounds in adequate quantity for the sup- 
ply of the wants of the system, that system must suffer. 
In this way men's bodies become deteriorated and dis- 
eased ; as in seurvy, when broken bones will not unite or 
wounds heal ; and breaks and wounds that had long been 
healed will again become severed open sores, simply from 
rack of certain materials of which the fabric of the body 
is composed. Another important element than those 
which enter the system through the stomach is oxygen 
conveyed through the lungs, and is only in combination 
for healthy respiration in pure country air — or especially 
air that has not been previously breathed. Exercise is 
also necessary to the health of the animal for hastening 
the removal of the effete and worn-out materials of the 
body through the skin, the lungs, the kidneys and bowels, 
the outlets that nature has established for that purpose, 
and giving room for fresh and newly prepared ones to 
take their places through the circulation of the blood. 

Now, apply the foregoing facts to the case in question. 
Take a healthy milch cow in the country, in good condi- 
tion in the fall; when the grass begins to wither, her milk 
diminishes and gradually " dries up." With this drain 
upon her system closed, pure air, the freedom of the barn- 
yard, and an occasional gambol in the fields and woods to 

19 
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browse, running water, good hay, corn husks, pumpkins, 
potatoes, &c., she generally comes out in the spring in 
tolerable condition for her " coming-in," which every pru- 
dent farmer manages shall not take place too early, before 
the new grass has appeared, which is to supply her with 
increased nutrition and vigor for her own bodily require- 
ments, and to spare in her milk for her little kine, or the 
use of mankind. And now, when nature has carpeted 
every hillside with green, and flowers of every hue, behold 
her: 

" Blessed cow 1 
Great source of health, the only source of j^y, 
Mother of Egypt's god — but sure for me, 
Were I to have my god, I*d worship thee. 
How oft thy teats these pious hands have pressed, ^ 

How oft thy bounties proved my only feast, 
How oft IVe fed thee with my fevorite grain, 
And roar'd like thee to find thy children slain \" 

Behold her sleek sides and overflowing teats, as with dis- 
tended paunch she reclines beneath yon spreading oak, 
and " chews her cud of contentment 1" Now, come to the 
brewery cow stables, and behold the contrast in the poor, 
generous brute in her degradation and misery, a slave to 
the cupidity of man, who reckons not of her disease and 
death, or the calamity she will bring upon the innocent 
ones whom she feeds. Contrast the cow with the machine, 
the sluice through which swill is run, and distillery milk 
strained oflf. But you, sir, have pictured the machine, and 
I am spared the unpleasant task of a description. 

But take any animal- — in this instance the cow — remove 
her from the condition to which nature has especially 
adapted her and provided in abundance, to others in 
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which she is wholly, or neisirly so, deprived of them — con* 
fine her to a life, or rather death, of inactivity ; for in 
reality she does begin to die, dead and effete matter not 
being properly carried out of the system to make room 
f6r fresh and living; deprive her of a sufficient quantity of 
oxygen in the heated and vitiated atmosphere she breathes; 
feed her upon heated, stimulating and unnatural food, that 
does not even contain all of the elements to supply the na- 
tural waste of her own body ; of a necessity she must fail, 
become sickly, vitiated, corrupt, rotten I So much for the 
animal. ^ 

Now for tha milk, which must also partake of the char- 
acter of the materials upon which she feeds as well as of 
t^e condition of her system. Every mother knows that 
her nursing child is rapidly affected by the medicine and 
food she takes into her own stomachs Also the child will 
be affected by any taint or impurity in the system of the 
nurse from whom it receives its supply of milk; hence the 
anxiety of every mother in supplying a " healthy breast 
of milk" for her child, when she herself is incapacitated 
for doing so . 

After the foregoing, it is hardly necessary for me to say 
that no milk-giving animal can supply milk with all of its 
•elements in perfection, when she herself does not receive 
food containing a sufficiency of each of those elements for 
the supply of her own system, and to spare, to be carried 
off in ^he milk. But there is more and worse than this 
in the case under consideration. The waste and dead 
materials of the cow's body are not, and cannot be, under 
the circumstances, all carried off through the lungs, the 
akin, the kidneys and the bowels, the outlets that nature 
has establishe4 for that purpose ; it therefore goes to and 
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18 carried off with the milk — ^hence the vast quantity that 
Bhe will give. But more and worse than this even; her 
"whole course of keeping and treatment is one continued 
tBjstem of stimulating and driving even the fluids and sob- 
Btances that should and would otherwise be carried off 
through those outlets, the one great sluiceway, the milk 
yessels, so that, in reality, she becomes a mere machine, 
reeking with putridity, for running the swill through, and 
straining off what passes through her teats for milk; but 
that this cannot contain all of the elements of milk in per* 
-fection, and is, besides, running aver with waste, decern* 
posing, effete and corrupt matter, must be apparent to all. 
Therefore, the child or person fed upon this substance is 
not only cheated of what milk should contain, but is acto^ 
ally poisoned by what should not be there. What must 
be the result of feeding upon corruption? 

To speak, to any extent, of the effects of this milk upon 
<5hildren, after what I have already said, would be a work 
of supererogation. The first or second draught may not 
«icken (and it is therefore the more insidious far), but by 
degrees the child is starved, its yystem vitiated, and its 
vitality undermined. This condition is marasmus. Along 
with this goes cholera infantum and persisting bowel com- 
plaints, dropsies, eruptions of the skin, convulsions, and 
all sorts of manifestations, that the cutting of a tooth, a 
change of weather, or the simplest exciting cause may de- 
velop into active operation upon such a starved and vitia- 
ted constitution. The physician cannot look into his 
patient's milk pitcher, and follow that milk to its fountain 
source ; but the condition of his patient is an open book, 
often so legibly written, that " he who runs may read." 
My opportunities in one of the public institutions of this 
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city, in the treatment of diseases of women and childreD,, 
have presented me with a fearful and heart-rending 
chapter. 

There are two classes of persons who use this milk — 
the one knows and fears its pernicious effects, but relying 
upon the honesty of their milkman, are cheated; they will 
bless and praise you for the exposures you are making. 
The other is the class that buy bad meat and stinking fish^ 
and drink rot^ut rum, not knowing or caring much for 
the consequences, if those consequences be but a few days 
ahead : they need the protection of the law. There is yet, 
perhaps, a large class between these two extremes, to 
whom the instruction contained in this article will be o£ 
service. 

Yours respectfully, 

STEPHEN GRISWOLD, il.U. 



From Dr. Robert .Armstrong. 

61 Fourth Avenue, 

May 15,1868. 
Frank Leslie, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: — It is with very great pleasure that I ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your communication. No one in 
this community can wish you more success in your crusade 
against those abominations, the cow stables, than I do. 
I have had, during the term of my practice in this city,. 
abundant opportunities for judging of the pernicious ef- 
fects of bad and impure milk on the health of children,, 
and am firmly of belief that the great mortality among 
the children of this city is mainly attributable to this 
cause alone. 
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After the papers which appeared in the N . Y . Evening 
Post, some years ago, had brought the fact so prominently 
. before the public, I thought that no more could be done^ 
and that the evil was one to be borne, like others, in 
silence. Tour plan of dealing with the poison- venders 
Jhas, however, taken us all by surprise by its boldness and 
^novelty, and will, no doubt, effect all the good which the 
-writer in the Evening Post failed to do . After the develop- 
ments in your paper, no one, not culpably indifferent, will 
; suffer milk to be used in his family unless he knows well 
^hat it is and where it comes from . 

I am, sir, yours very obediently, 

EGBERT ARMSTRONG, M. D. 



Frotn Dr^ John H. Griscom. 

« 

New York, 42 East Twenty-ninth Street, 

May 14, 1858, 
Trank Leslie: 

Dear Sir: — Yours of this date, asking my opinion as to 
the ^effects of swill milk upon the health of children and 
adults, is this day received. It seems scarcely necessary 
to reiterate the opinion which has been so often expressed 
by myself and others as to the value of good milk as an 
article of diet, and the disastrous effects of the impure 
substances which are called milk, and which are in great 
quantities supplied to our citizens, possessing scarcely any 
of the attributes of that important article of consumption. 
Medical books contain abundant evidence of the delete- 
rious effects of an imperfect diet in children, and that 
awill milk is an article of that description is indisputable. 
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You have already published strong evidence of the fact. 
The striking testimony of the intelligent mother con- 
tained in No. 128 of your Illustrated Newspaper, re- 
garding the effects of this poisonous compound, can doubt- 
less be corroborated by every physician of experience in 
this city, and the fact stated in the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Academy of Medicine, in the same number, 
that swill milk will not coagulate as readily or as perfectly 
as pure milk, shows that it is not niilk in the proper sense 
of that word, though it may have been drawn from the 
source whence milk is taken. The microscope reveals 
the fact that the butter globules of this villainous stuff are 
essentially different from those of pure milk; and it is a 
well established law that any. change in the mechanical or- 
ganization of a compound body is an indication of a change 
in its physiological and chemical constitution. Pure 
milk, whose butter globules are always the same under 
the microscope, is the most wholesome food that can be 
given to a child; but swill milk is exactly the reverse. 
The property of coagulation (which is the solidification 
of the casein, or cheese portion) of the milk is essential 
to its digestion. In the case of pure milk the gastric 
juice effects that process in a few minutes in the stomach, 
and the process of digestion and nutrition goes rapidly 
on. But with swill milk, coagulation requires sometimes 
as many hours as the other requires minutes. With, 
out this coagulation in the stomach there can be no diges- 
tion, and no nutrition, and the mass of impure substance 
either remains in the stomach undigested, producing dis" 
tressing symptoms of various kinds, or passes into the 
bowels, resulting in diarrhea, dysentery, cholera morbus, 
and many other direct diseases, beside^ numerous second- 
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ary ills itayt so apparent to the common observer, but 
which may be traced by the eye of the physician to the in* 
flaence of impure or insufficient food. 

If, in addition to the statements and illustrations al- 
ready made upon this subject, any argument is needed by 
our fellow-citizons to prove the influence, direct and indi- 
rect, of impure diet, an examination of our necrological 
records will furnish it. For example, the total number 
of deaths of persons under five years of age in 1856 was 
18,873. Of this number the deaths from diseases attri- 
butable, more or less directly, to defective diet and bad 
air, amounted to nearly one-half, viz, 6,558. They were 
as follows: 

From scrofulous and other abscesses 9 

" Anemia 1 

*' Diseases of Bowels 25 

" Cholera Infantum 1,877 

** Convulsions 1,405 

" Debility 383 

" Diarrhea 402 

" Dropsy of the Head 801 

" Dysentery 352 

" Erysipelas 60 

" Marasmus 1,364 

" Scrofula 69 

** Teething 360 

Total 6,558 

In considering this dark catalogue of infants slaugh- 
tered, we are not to overlook the important fact that it is 
often owing to the debilitated condition of the body^ 
arising from insufficient nutrition, that great havoc is 
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made by several other diseases. It is not difficult to un- 
derstand how a child, whose veins were filled with good 
blood, the result of nutritious diet and pure air, may 
withstand the shock of scarlet fever, or measles, or in- 
flammation of the brain or lungs, or any other of the nu- 
merous ills which infant flesh is heir to, to which the vic- 
tim of swill milk must almost certainly succumb. In this 
view we must add another thousand to this holocaust of 
children in that single year. 

Nor must it be forgotten that this fatal list is only of 
infants under five years of age. Had I time to trace these 
influences beyond that period of life, we should find that 
though this boundary be overleaped, the poison still lurk& 
in the system of tens of thousands more, and awaits only 
the favoring circumstances to develop its power — for, like 
the venom of hydrophobia, it may lie dormant for months 
and years. 

These figures and facts must satisfy the most sceptical 
that there is death in the milkpail as it is brought to our 
doors. With thousands of others I heartily rejoice that 
you have had the courage to *' take this cow by the horns,"" 
mortifying as it is that a duty which should, years ago, 
have been discharged by our Health Department, and by 
which thousand's of lives and millions of money might 
have been saved, (but which th& total ignorance of sanitary 
science, of the incumbents, and their consequent inability 
to appreciate the requirements of public health, renders 
them incapable of discharging), should be left to a private 
citizen to perform. 

But swill milk is by no means the sole cause of the 
enormous amount of sickness and mortality of our people. 
I could point out to you a number of others which are a» 
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potential as this over the public health, and whicl^are 
equally disregarded by those \?ho are sworn and paid to 
suppress them. These, I hope, you may find opportunity 
to delineate and describe, and the blessing of thousands of 
lives saved will be your continual reward. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JNO. H. GRISCOM. 



From Dr. Edward H. Parker. 

No. 279 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, May 15, 1858. 
Fbane Leslie, Esq.: 

Sib: — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 

« 

your circular concerning swill milk, and in reply to your 
inquiries would say that in private practice I do not see 
any children who are fed upon that disgusting fluid. At 
the Demilt Dispensary, however, I have the charge, in 
part, of the children's department, and I see annually 
about one thousand five hundred young children of the 
poorer classes — ^just those whose parents are most likely 
to be purchasers of this impure milk. The greatest diffi- 
culties in treating many of those patients arise from their 
insufficient nourishment, v^ich, of course, is aggravated 
by the substitution of such a fluid for proper and healthy 
milk. During the summer, when diarrhoeas prevail, this 
is a matter of especial importance, and it has been my 
custom to urge mothers to purchase goat's milk of some 
of their neighbors. When this can be done, the change 
in the child's health is often very marked and rapid. 
Could you see the wretched appearance of these ill-fed chil- 
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dren, and how rapidly one that has been plump and 
hearty while nursed by its mother, becomes, after wean- 
ing, lean and weak and shriveled, I am sure it would 
excite all your sympathies. 

You have my best wishes for success in your charitable 
efforts to furnish to this class pure and nourishing milk 
from healthy cows. 

I am very respectfully, 

Tour obedient servant, 

EDWARD H. PARKER. 



From Dr. D. Meredith Reese* 

New York, May 14, 1868. 
» 
To the Editor of Frank Leslie^ lUustraied Jfewspaper: 

Sib: — I wish you full success in the good work you 
have undertaken to remove one of the most destructive 
nuisances with which our doomed city has been long 
cursed. In common with many of my profession, I have 
been constrained to bear public testimony on this subject 
for many years past, and ha^ve sought by published ad- 
dresses and otherwise, through the medical, religious and 
secular press, to awaken the authorities and the people 
to banish all distilleries from the neighborhood of cities, 
as the only mode of escape from the deadly poison of swill 
milk; for the cheapest food for cows is thus furnished, 
and will be used not only in the stables appended to the 
distilleries, but in other cow stables in the vicinity, whence 
this swill milk is sold to our citizens. But we have all la* 
bored in vain, for this terrible evil has been increasing all 
the while. The appalling mortality among the children of 
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the poor, directly produced by this cause, ought of itself 
to aroQse public indignation. The disease and death 
among the cows fed on this swill demonstrates its poison- 
ous effects on the blood of the animals, developing scro- 
falons and tabercnlous disease in the cows, while the milk 
is famished from their morbid blood. Analysis has shown 
that such milk is not only destitnte of nutritions proper- 
ties, but contains positive poison, generated during the 
fermentation and distillation, of which the swill is the re- 
fuse; and yet thousands in our city, of both adults and 
children, depend for nourishment chiefly or wholly upon 
'this swill milk. 

I have very frequently known sickness and death to 
result directly from this cause, and have still more fre- 
quently witnessed entire recovery from sickness thus in- 
duced by substituting pure milk, to which the sufferers 
owed their lives. Adults very often suffer sickness, as 
well as children, from the use of swill milk, nor indeed 
is it possible for any one to use it without serious injury 
to health. 

•You are right in directiDg attention to the pus and 
other foul secretions from the glands of these diseased cows, 
found in all the milk they yield; and surely disgust and 
loathing should henceforth prevent its introduction into 
any human stomach. Even the hogs fed on either the 
swill or milk soon die of scrofula and analogous diseases. 

In the name of outraged humanity, persevere in the 
assault you have commenced against the accursed traffic in 
swill milk, for the profits of the distillers and venders are 
the price of blood, and they are verily guilty of the mur- 
dered innocents, who perish by thousands annually, from 
this cause alone. 
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I do not write this for publication, but only to bid 
jou God speed, in accomplishing what we have all failfed 
to do, and what our city authorities have been too cor- 
rupt to do, by putting a final stop to this abominable nai- 
43ance. 

Respectfully, yours, 

D. MEREDITH REESE, M.D., 

No. 10 Union square. 



From Dr. S. Conant Foster. 
Frank Leslie, Esq.: 

Dear Sib: — I have much pleasure in replying to you on 
the subject of distillery milk. 

There can be but one opinion in regard to its noxious 
effects upon the human system. The medical profession 
of this city, as you are aware, have long and loudly pro* 
tested against its employment. Many years since, an 
elaborate investigation into the subject was made by a 
committee of the Academy of Medicine, at the head of 
whom was Dr. A. E. Gardner. But the voice of the pro- 
fession was unheeded, and all its efforts to move the civic 
authorities were in vain. I sincerely trust yours will be 
more successful. If you can extinguish this abominable 
traffic, you will effect more for the saving of life in this 
city than if you were to ward off a dozen epidemics of 
cholera or yellow fever. They are occasional, but this a 
constant enemy to life and health. 

In common, I premise, with nearly every physician in 
the city, I have often met with cases of disease — especi- 
ally among children — traceable, wholly or in part, to the 
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use of distillery milk; and in many instances disappear- 
ing, withont further treatment, when the milk had been 
changed. This form of animal food must always consti- 
tute a chief article of diet for children, between the first 
and second dentition. The causes of mortality are nume- 
rous enough at this age, under the most favorable circum- 
stances; but what must they be if every drop of food is 
poisoned? 

It is perfectly familiar, to all mothers at least, that very 
slight causes — a cold for instance, some trifling aberration 
of diet, even transitory mental emotions on the part of a 
nursing woman — will so affect her milk, as to derange, 
sensibly, the health of her child. Yet many of these same 
mothers who, while nursing, would subject themselves to 
any amount of inconvenience, rather than make their chil- 
dren sick, daily administer tp these same children, when 
a little older — what? — the yield of animals deprived of 
their natural food, air and exercise, whose every secretion 
is diseased, and who carry in every artery and vein the 
putrescence absorbed from gangrenous hoofs and tails, 
and the pus from the foulest abscesses. 

The consequences have already been so often pointed 
out, that it seems as if they must be familiar to every one 
yet let the list be repeated again and again, if repetition 
will avail aught. They are, diarrhoeas, dysenteries, cho- 
lera infantum, marasmus — the foundation laid for chronic 
dyspepsia, and scrofula and tubercle — perhaps even the 
seeds planted of hereditary disease. 

I rejoice, most sincerely, Mr. Leslie, that you have taken, 
this matter in hand, and trust that you will not falter 
until the end. Point out to the public the owners of these 
horrible factories — the wholesale poisoners. Show how 
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tbey have amassed vast fortunes, and built palaces, and 
clothed their wives and daughters in diamonds, purchased 
with the blood of slaughtered innocents. 

Do this, and it will be the duty of every good man to 
back you; and if there be no law adequate for the occa- 
sion, the people can make a special law /or the occasion, 
as has been done elsewhere, when evils became intolerable. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 

S. CONANT FOSTER, M.D. 

24 East Twenty-first street. May 14, 1858. 
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From Dr. Richard S. Kissam. 

No. 9 Great Jones Street, 
May 13, 1858. 
To the Editor of Frank Leslie^ s Illustrated Jfewspaper: 

Sir: — Your note of this date is received. I answer, 
that the use of milk from cows fed on " distillery swill," 
cannot be otherwise than prejudicial to adults and infants. 
As a practitioner of medicine, it often occurs, that lam 
enforced to forbid feeble or diseased mothers from nursing 
their own offspring; how much more injurious the milk 
from diseased cows is, needs no argument. I consider the 
distribution of this poisonous milk to be a great crime, 
and that every sentiment of humanity should be invoked 
to enforce its suppression. 

Your course is most laudable in this matter, and I have 
no doubt you will receive, (as you merit), the approbation 
of every disinterested citizen of this f^reat metropolis. 

I am sure the members of the medical profession will 
unanimously indorse your efforts to suppress this most per- 
nicious traflSc. Respectfully, 

RICHD. S. KISSAM, M.D. 
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